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P ful. Alvin. 117 121 13, 14. r Mount 2 
: 7 ion rejoice ; let the Daughters of Fudah 8 
be glad, becauſe of thy judgements. Walk \ 
about Zion, and go round abcut her ; tell 
the towers thereof : Mari ye well her 
_ bulwarks ; conſider her palaces, that = 
may tell it to the generation follywing : 
Fur this God is our Cod for ever and | 
ever. be will be our guide even unto : 
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The Stay: of the Scriptures recommended. 
By Andrew Hunter, D. D. 5 8. 8. Th. P. | 


| Att, xvii. 11. "Theſe were more halts alas T 
thoſe in Theſſalonica, in that they recei - 
ved the word with all readineſs of mind, e 
and ſearched the Scriptures daily, be- | 
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* He i is not here : for he is riſen, as 4 faid: chat, 15 
A fee the W where the Lord 2 | 


ye have this day attended your beloved 
' Maſter in the ſcenes of ſuffering ;.. ye 


Have ſeen his body broken and his blood ſhed. 
When, ſtanding: at the foot of the croſs, ye look - 


ed up to the Man of ſorrows, what were the 


emotions of your ſouls? Ye beheld his coun- 
tenance beaming with affection to his friends, 
and with compaſſion to his enemies. Ye heard 
his generous interceſſion amidſt the extremity 
of pain and reproach, and his expreſſion of fi- 
: nal ſatisfaction in the moment of retreat. He 
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T9 OF 'T is Sniſhed; and he bowed his Giga head, 
and yielded up his ſpirit. At the inſtant of 
this great cataſtrophe the elements of the world 


were ſhaken; the awful gloom which over- 


ſpread the eee the craſh of the rending 


rocks, the diſmal portents as of expiring na- 5 


ture, alarmed the attending multitude : they 
{mote their. breaſts, and, returned Went Hors 
ror and diſmay. 1 

Let us now attend to the Wb events, 
abt Follow to his grave the body of him who 


was numbered with tranſgreſſors in his death. 
By permiſſion of Pontius Pilate, it was commit: 

ted to the care of Joſeph of Arimathea; but 
before it was taken down from the croſs, one of 


the ſoldiers with a ſpear pierced his fide, and 
blood and water iſſued from the wound: This 
- was done to put his death beyond all doubt, 
whatever intereſt either friends or foes might 


take in that event. The body, wrapped in 1 | 
ſhrowd, and embalmed with ſpices” and pe * 


fumes according to the cuſtom of the coun - 
try, was conveyed to an adjacent garden, and 
laid in a new ſepulchre hewn out of the ſolid 


rock, which having been ſo recently formed, 


| Was not yet provided with a gate; this defeck 
was ſupplied by a ponderous ſtone, of ſuch di- 
. as wholly to cloſe up the entrance 
hen rolled to it by the ſtrength of men. 


Thus the hiſtory of Jeſus of Nazareth dem-. : 


ed to be finally concluded. This was a ſad 
termination of ſuch hopes as had been enter - 


| tajned of bim. He e others; could he 
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-winds and the ſeas; and they were huſhed: at 
his rebuke; he who could diſmiſs the diſeaſes 


| as mortality with his word; who could reſtore . 


the dead to life; who could diſarm the multi- 
tude which once attempted: to cut him off, and 
quietly paſs through the midſt of them; and 
who, but the evening before, in the garden of 
Gethſemane, by only ſaying, / am he. whom, ye 


feet, had arreſted the armed band which was 
v0 advancing. to ſeize him, and made them fall 


proſtrate at his feet: Is he now ſtript of all his 
power? Have his enemies at laſt prevailed, 
fince thus his body 1 is a in 5 to 
che gras? | 
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Let not this ee event 8 vou, * 


if the counſel of God had been thus defeated; 


it was only thus fulfilled. Qught nos Chrift 7 . 


have ſuffered theſe things? Conſider. what is 
written by the prophets from the times of old; 


and mark how, by his ſervants, the Spirit A”, 
God had diſcloſed the arrangements of Provi- 
dence, the fate uf our leader, and the behavi- 


our of men, as they were known unto God # 
from the beghuniag. 4a) Heis a man of -Jor- 


rows, and acquainted avith grief ; he is deſpiſed 
and rejected 'of men. (b) He. was oppreſſed and 


aicted, yet he Senad not his mouth. (c) He 
was taken from priſon: and. from Judgement: and 
; 1 Shall We, 25 Hrati'n 3 4 d) He it 


(a). Iaiab ni, 3. (b) Verſ.7 00 veiſ. 3. 0 Verſ. z. 


1 - brought 


| EY 145 "The Refurreion of Jrlur. a Ser. r. 


— 


ben a'lamb ts the flanghtor.” (a) nee 
=vounded:; he was ru ,,jẽ 

(b) They weighed for my price 0 dans of 
 filver. 4 goodly price that I was valued at of 
them. (e) They pierced my hands and my feet. 


(d) In my'thirft they gave me vinegar to drink. 


(e) Dey part my garments among them, and 
caft tots upon my veſture. (f) My God, my Goll. 


why haſt thor forſaken me? (g) Tan a reprach 


_of men, and deſpiſed of the people. All that fee 


me, laugh me to ſcorn : they ſhoot out the lip, and 
phate the bead, ſaying,” He truſted on. the Lord, 


that he would deliver him: let him dali ver him, 


Heing he deligbtoth in him. (h) He war cut off 
from the land of the living. (i) They ſball hook: 
on him hom they have pierced.” (i a 7 . 
numbered with tranſgreſſo rs. 


Such are the expreſs declarations OY ancient 5 
prediftion recorded in the books of the pro- 
phets for the edification of the world; and 


thus far in the. minuteſt circumſtantes of the 
great event, all that God had ſpoken hath been 
with wonderful exactneſs accompliſhed. But 
the prophets had likewiſe announced the Meſ-· 
fah's reign, as a ſcene of joy and triumph: 
At life of . glory and immortality was declared 
to be Geereed® I him, and rn e of 
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35 (s) Verſ 6.7.8. (b) Ia. liii. 8. * * ü. 10. 
dis 1%. * 25 5 


e 


= 


r 


2 See 


AIST 
8 R 
— $ 1 —— 
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vigory v was v ſoperadded. 10 the tidings of death. 


be truth of God was pledged to men to re- 
conciletheſe oppoſite deſcriptiens, and to un- 


vellel in its ſeaſon the myſtery of Heaven. 
The prophets had declared the -. in 
1 terms as theſe. (a) Thou: wilt not leave 
my foul in the graue, nor give; thine holy One to 
fee corruption. (b) When thou fbalt have ma 


his foul an Mering for. ſin; he ſhall. prolong: his. 


days, the pleaſure of the Lord proſpering in his. 


band. Ve ſball ſee of the travail of his foul, and 
ali be ſatisfied: 1 (c). Therefore will 1 divide 


him a portion with the great, and he ſhall divide 
the ſpoil with the flrong +: becauſe be poured out 
bis. foul unto: death, and bare the ſin of many, 
and (even in theſe cireumſtances) made inter- 


ceaſſion for the tranſgreſſors. (d) Come, ſays the 


prophet Hoſea, Let us return unto the Lord; 


| for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath. 
mitten, and be will bind us up: After: two days 


he will revive us, in the third day he. wall. rate 
ws up, and welſball live in his fight. \ | 
Our Lord, before his ſuffer ings, had:r 8 
ediy inſtructed his diſciples in the application 
ot the prophecies reſpecting the whole ſcene 


through which he was deſtined to paſs. The 


Son of man muſt ſuffer many things, and muſt be 


put to death, but on the third day he ſhall ariſe, 
You "_ underſtood not this indi aa - 
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Ws Pal. xvi. 10. 2 BY li 10. 11. < Vaſ.1 Ia. 
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| Fofcicnay plain; for as yet they k 
Feriptures, that he muſt riſe” be the ded, 
More obſcurely he had intimated the ſame 
thing to the Jewiſh nation at large, when after 
the performance of many beneficent miracles 
they ſtill demanded a fign from heaven: ex- 
| peRing, as it appears, that the Meſfiah ſhould 
exhibir before them that glory of che Lord, or. 
__ celeſtial light, which, in ancient times, had 
45 accompanied the manifeſtations of the Angel of 
the covenant; the ſame great meſſenger who 
Was to come to his own in the later days. For 
75 they overlooked all the aſſurances which the 
_ prophets had given, that at his coming in the 
7 character of Meſſiah, he ſhould have 20 form | 
or comelineſs, no exterior diſplay either of his 
divine glory, or of regal mugnißcence, for 
which he ſbould be deſired of men: On occaſion 
_ - of this demand of the ſign from heaven, Jeſus 
ſtood forth in the midſt of the court of the 
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| T0 temple, and laying his hand upon his breaft, bs I 

v1 by ſome ſuch ſignificant action pointing to > © 

lo His wo) body, Te will defiroy Ini tomple, MW 

= ſaid he, and in three diys I will raiſe it up 2 

huis man be the great and deciſive ſign. There 0 

| l 1 : Hall no ſign be given to this evil generation, but „ 

= the fign of the prophet Fonas : for as Jonas war £ 

—_:. - three days and three nights in the whale's bela. "| 

_ ly, fo' Pall the Son F - man be in the heart of. | £ 

1 the earth. "He that. hath ears to > bear _ bum: 1 
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minds of his diſciples; the prejudices i in Fans 


of a temporal reign clouded their ſpiritual un- 
derſtandings; yet in the people bis warnings | 
feem to have excited ſome: undefined appre= _ 
| henfiotis of what might follow: His words 
were more particularly brought into recollec- 
tion by the majeſty which he diſplayed in the 
ſeene of death, and by the circumſtances of 

. gloom and terror anne exhibited | in. that | 


= 


tremendous. undoertt pr Weis 54 
An uncertain rumour began to cirevlate 


through the city, as if he ſhould riſe from 
_ the dead on the third day. This eircumſtance, 
joined to che conſternation which was viſidle 
and geſtures of the people 
as they returned from the mountain, gave ſe- 
rious alarm to the rulers: they met early in 
the evening in cloſe cabal; all was not right in 
their own boſoms; there was a terror ok God 


in the countenances an 


in their aſſembly. Their guilty minds forbod- 


ed dangers from every quarter: They dreaded 
a revolution in the paſſions of the multitude; 
and the probable tranſition, from that univerſal 
dejection which pervaded Jeruſalem, to tumuk 
and vengeance. They even dreaded; that the 
diſciples of Jeſus, availing themſelves of the 
rumour. of an expected reſurrection, might 8 
earry off the corpſe, pretending that he was rr. 


fen; and thus the whole force of the popular 


rage might recoil: againſt the rulers, as the 

murderers of the Meſſiah, and deſtroyers of the 
en of Iſrael. Their firſt concern now, 
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"PUR was to * ſure of the pots, the 
* only. pledge. of their ſafety: that by publicly 
producing it a dead corpſe on the third day, 
. they might vindicate what they had done, and 
extinguiſh the laſt rays of hope which any of 
the nation might have formed from Jeſus of i 
Nazareth. For this end the moſt effectual pre- 
cantions were taken which the caſe could poſ- . 
-Gbly admit. By application to the governor 
of the province, a company of Roman ſoldiers 
was procured, who at ſun- ſet, in the evening 
of the erucifixion - day, were poſted as a guard 
at the ſepulchre; and the vaſt ſtone which clo- 
. fed i its entrance was ſecured by the ſeal of the 
High Prieſt; ſo deeply in carneſt were the 
rulers in this matter. The officer and the 
guard were inſtructed, that they ſhould be an- 
ſwerable to produce the ſeal unbroken, and 
the body ſafe in the. eee the third 
. 
But there were e parties. 3 
s caſe, of whoſe interference the rulers were 
not aware; and againſt whom their guards 
and their ſeal could yield no protection. In 
ads far as reſpected the diſciples of Jeſus in- 
dieed, the caution of the rulers was even ex- 
ceſſive; from this quarter no danger could 
1 be apprehended, whatever the fears 
of guilty men might ſuggeſt. The ſituation 
of the eleven rendered them utterly unfit for 
5 enterprize : they were plain and fimple men; 
all their hopes had expired with their Maſter ; 
they She _—_ ry circumſtance of diſcou- 
ragement 


2 4 © f 2 


4 5 * Refart recti 


ragement and perpladigys: aha had' tx 5 
that it had been he who ſhould have — 5 
Ifrael: But his unreſiſting ſubmiſſion, and his 
placid ſurrender of life, had filled them with. 
utter amazement and dejection. Their caſe 
was mortifying and alarming in the higheſt de- 
grec: they now felt themſelves without a lead- 3 
er, without a friend, expoſed amidſt a nation = 
= of enemies, as the poor remains of a broken-. _ _ 
and ruined party. They durſt not even be 
ſeen, or ſtir in the city, where every mans , 
hand ſeemed to be lifted againſt them: leſt the == 
ſtorm which had overwhelmed their Maſter, | | | 
ſhould burſt alſo upon their heads. They had 
forſaken bim and fled at his trial; they had not 
even dared to mix with the crowd: at the cruci · 
fixion, but ſtood” afar off: The ſhepherd 
„was ſmitten, and the ſheep were ſcattered.” 
The attempts of ſuch men could not be for- 
midable, nor require all this military apparatus . 
of watching and defence. But the providence 
of God over- rules the counſels of men, that 
he may bring forth truth unto victory. The 
precautions of the rulers were, on this occa- 
fion, ſubſer vient to the cauſe which they meant 
to overthrow ;. they were carefully. providing 
evidence for their own confuſion; not know= 
| ing what they did, they were ſtationing at the | 
| grave of Jeſus a band of neutral: men, who, LL 
being neither Clirittians nor Jews, and conſci- 
ous of no intereſt in the event, farther - than, 
to do their duty as Roman ſoldjers on guard,, | 
were intended of Heaven to bear unexception- 
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ſalvation lay in the ſilence of the tomb. In 
that ſeaſon the Roman ſoldiers were not the 


only guards of the ſepulchre: The heavenly 
hoſts were moved, the legions of God were 
err to protect the ſacred depoſit... Fhe 
preparations were now fully formed in both 
worlds, and all things ſtood in readineſs. fon ; 
Lord . 


the moment in Ve? the 15 t 
mould be revealed. 88 


* : "oF: ae 


Twice had the . 29 e en roy 


n and all, as yet, was quiet at the ſepul- 
chre: Death held his ſceptre over the Son of 


God!: Still, and ſilent, the hours paſſed oni;, 


che guards ſtood by their poſt, the rays of the: 


midnight moon gleamed on their helmets, and: 
on their ſpears: The enemies of Chriſt exult» 
ed in their ſuceeſs; the hearts of his friends 
were funk in deſpondeney and in forrow; the 

_ Fpirits of glory waited in anxious ſuſpenſe to 
behold the event, and wondered at the depth. _ 


of the ways of God. At length the morning 


ſtar ariſing in the eaſt, aùnounced the approach 

of light; the third day began to dawn upon 

the world, when, on a ſudden, the earth trem- 
bled to its centre, and the powers of heaven 


were ſhaken; an angel of God deſcended, 


the ago * . from che terror of his 
preſence, 
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reffion * „n Ger to £ 
fact & , and to: become, In | 
fu Fi na 1G any Int 17 191 b 
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lers and the diſeiples, and ſuch the ſtate of 
5 5 * things in Jeruſalem, while the Captain of our 
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ection. He ariſes a conqueror from 
the grave; es returns with bleſſings from the 


cency he beheld his world. reſtored: he ſaw his 


Work that it was good. Then did the deſert 
rejoice; the face of nature was gladdened be- 
fore him, when the bleſſings of the Eternal!“ 
deſcended as the dew of HEATED for. the. res: - 
een the. en, Me: 


This great ſelde was appointed in the wiſ- 


| dom of God, and conducted by his power, foe 
was honour and. reward. of our crucified Ma, 


On 46 . erg, 


| and fell ne on e ain 8 
His countenance was like lightning, and his 
„ raiment was white as ſnow:“ He rolled away 
the ſtone from the door of the ſepulchre, and 

| fart upon it. But who is this that cometh forth 
from the tomb, with dyed garments from the 
bed of death? He that is glorious in his 
appearance, walking in the greatneſs of his 
| ſtrength 2: Ir is thy prince, O Zion; Chriſtian, 
it is your Lord: He bath trodden the wine- 
preſs alone; he hath ſtained his raiment with- 
dlood; but now, as the firſt-born from the © 
womb of eee he meets the morning of 
his reſurrecti 


world of ſpirits; he brings ſalvation to che 
ſons: of men. Never, did. the returning fun 
uſher. in a day ſo glorious: it was the jubilee 
of the univerſe. The morning ſtars ſung to- 
gether, and all the ſons of. God ſhouted aloud 
for joy: The Father. of Mercies looked down. 
from bis throne in the heavens; with compla- 
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but was ſubjec 


2d-to the ignominy of a -public 


 erucifixion; he commended his Spirit into the 
Father's hand; and the elaim lay with _—_— 


juſtice,-to:maintain the dignity of the 


to have been tarniſhed in the ſcene of 


blood; and to raiſe him to that kingdom 
which he had merited, and for which he was 

made perfect, in having learned our trials and. 
bar obedience through ſufferings. e 

Ina like manner, when his religion was to be 


0 wwderes to the world, clogged: as it might 


ſeem by that ftumbling-block, which neithen 
Jew nor Gentile knew how to reconcile with: 
the notions of perſenal grandeur, and the ma · 

Jeſty of character ; it was fit that ſuch extreme 


humiliation ſhould be balaneed by a ſueceeding 


fiene of unrivalled glory: that the doctrine ofs 
the croſs might be juſtified as the wiſdom ob - 
8 God, ſuſtained by the power of the reſurrec⸗ 
tion. Thus were his apoſtles enabled to glory. 
in the croſs of Chriſt: and. to preach. the ti- 
dings of conſolation through him who died; 


yea, rather who is riſen again; and thus were. 


Bis friends every where taught to regard the 


eg on wan . with admira- 
N | e _ tion: 


ſulferer; to vindicate his honours which: . 


tion and comfort inſtead. confuſion and 1 dif 


# « 41 3 > 


Ahe v 8 body of that ee zuſtieute 
which Jeſus hath delivered, was thus in the 
events of the reſurrection- morning authentica« 


ted by the ſeal of Heaven, and confirmed to 


men by the moſt deciſive proof, when the Au- 


thor: of our faith was reſtored from death, and 5 


time bars wn __ oth e were e IE OREN 


- God. 


. Jeb refiedty' center 


Hoht upon the doctrine of a future ftate, and 
affords the moſt emphatical proof which man 


could deſire, that the ſoul knows no diſfolu · 
tion, and is in vulnerable to che ſtroke of death. 


We are travyellers through the | wilderneſs: 
oi life; the king of terrors lurks in ambuſh. 
near the path, he ſends his-axroms among the 
ſons of men, and who can reſiſt his power 


Before, behind, on the right-hand, and on the 


left, we ſer our fellow-travellers, one by one, 


ſtruck and falling to the earth. The: compa» 
nions of our early days, the friends whom we 
love as our on ſouls, drop by our ſides, and 
leave us folitary in the land; with the certain 
knowledge, that we in our turn muſt yield to- 


the order of nature. We ſee that the body re- 
2 60 its duſt, but the reſt is hid from aur 

The hopes of nature are ſtrong; they 
are © aki by the concluſions of reaſons. 
yet it is the earneſt with of the ſoul, to ohtain 
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mg, is the object of inquiry. Tour friends 
WW depart, and return not with tidings any more: 
| | At times, perhaps, it is with anxious and hefi- 
tating expectation that you look towards the 
land of night: if one ſhould ariſe from the 
dead, wouldſt thou believe? Come then and #| 
obſerve the place where the Lord lay: See; mM 
the linen cloaths in which his body was wrapt, | 
| _ together with the herbs and ſpices; are left in 
their place in the tomb: the napkin which 
bound his head, has there been laid afide with 
all its folds unruffled. But He is not here, he 
iãs riſen: the guards ſaw him come forth from 
dae tomb, they fled to the city in utter conſter- 
vation, and declared to the chief prieſts the 
> _ - things which were done; the deſcent of tho 
Angel, and the reſurrection of Jeſus. Herein 
is our confidence and our joy; the day of his 
„ PAO: and the darkneſs of the human 
_ _ underſtanding. was- One before. the een 
1 if _ of the morning. 
No we know that our Grades are e indepens 
nn "vs of death; and in the ſame ſcene we may 


— 


A.ͤ.ſcover the pledge of God, that they ſhall be 
Ka apain' embodied. The deſolation which ſin 
introduced into the kingdom of God is de- 
ſtined to meet entire redreſs from him who fi- 
niſhed tranſgreſſion. The revocation of the 
doom of death, the re- union of the ſpiritual: 
fubſtance with its material organ in the glories 
of perfection and immortality, is that final re- 
tmitution of all things, which the majeſty of 
3 3 Be to ee and. of. which he bath 
EEE £2 Hf | 5 N 1 


given a to men, in e be hath raiſed 
F Jeſus fromithe dead. Tozour; Lord and Ma- 
ſter are now committed the keys of the grave; 


he he called up many of the bodies of the ſaints 
he 5 which flept, and ſent them i into the city, where 
ad they appeared to their friends, as trophies of 
=. the victory of bim who was dead, and is alive 
Ns - for evermore.. "Even ſo them alfo which ſleep 
in in Jeſus ſhall God bring home to him. We 
by - - err not, for we know both the ſcriptures and 
ch | the power of God. Our Redeemer liveth, and 
ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the earth: 


90 And though this earthly houſe, this taberna- 
die of fleſh, muſt be diſſolved, we have a build- 
© | ing of God, a houſe. not made with hands, 
eternal i in the heavens. That which is now 
corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, and our 
bodies being faſhioned after the reſemblance of 
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Thanks be Get who. 505 us they vic 
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bis glorious Waere ſhall be clothed with im- 
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tber, as the manner of ſome is, but exharting: 
one another: and fo much the More, « as Jr 950 : 
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WI the preceding FER. Paul: had Rated: dhe 
doctrine of our Saviour's mediation. From. 
the view which he had given of that gracious- 
appointment; he had encouraged the Hebrews 
to approach their Maker in the exerciſes of re- 
ligion. Theſe were the means which God had: 


knowledge and in virtue. By uniting in the 

public offices of devotion, they might contri-. 

bhute to inflame each others piety, and to ani- 
mate each other in the paths of. obedience. 

The argument by which the Apoſtle enfor- 

ces his exhortation, is peculiarly. adapted to. 
- age in which, he wrote; © in ſo much 8 

. | „ more,“ 
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provided for promoting their improvement in 


1 
11 


Res. ; E 
ET Is _ Duty © attending bags, „ Ee | ti 
2 "i Sp. g Ir ; 


yapproachs : 


* more," faith he, * as ye ſeethed; 


79 4 . ing. The day to which he alludes, is that 8 
As * day of vengeance of which ; QUT Savi jour Had : 
7 ſpoken, when the miſeries which were to be- 

N fal the nation of the Jews, were to atteſt the 

© truth of his en and. the: e "of his | 

ED - kingdoms e f 
* This day of nn und is ; NOW: v paſts 7150 Hl 

5 duty: which the conſideration. of it is .cmploys 
d to recommend, is a duty of eternal and im- 
xy -Þ mutable obligation. A it be admitted that N 

there is a God, the Creator, the Preſerver, and 
| che Governor of the world, it will follow, that 

5 to a being ſo exalted ſome homage is due; and 
3 if the inſtitutions of religion have a native ten- 5 
. dency 10 cheriſh and diffuſe che ſentiment ß 
: | picty, it will follow, that to afſemble/ourſelves 
þ for the purpoſe of devotion, is a _ OO 


we cannot innocently negle . 

_ The circumſtances in which I addich ts & 
proſe, will: ſuggeſt to you the reaſon why I 
have thoſen this paſſage as the ſubject of my 
_ diſcourſe. Called to diſcharge among you an 
E to lead the devotions which, 
in this place, you are to offer up to Heaven, 
and to recal to your attention, and recommend 
to your practice the duties © which the Lord 
* your God hath required of you;” I feel my 
own inability to perform the taſk in the man- 
ner that might ſuit its high importance: Iforo- 
ſee, that with all the diligence which I can 
exert, I muſt often ſtand in need of your in- 
n and et and Iwith, at the com» 

mencement 
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of my bbs among you, to i t 


Before you! ſuch views of the duty recommend. 
7 ed in the text, as may dif; poſe you/to perſevere 5 
in aſſembling yourſelves together,” fror 
Juſt regard to the duty itfelf, notwithſtanding 
the defects which in my miniſtrations you: ehh 


often have occafion to forgive. 1 f 
Now the duty of 4 aflembling yourſelhes® 


For the purpoſe of devotion, may be recom- | 
nded from the three following conſideta - 


ee . From the regard which you owe to 
God; II. From the regard which . yow-owe | 


to your brethren; and, III. From be: _— 
Wiener ene N 


2 1 oe X 4 
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aon -Confider ther regard which 1 5 owe to 
5 God. The exiſtence of a God is a truth which 
te light of nature diſcovers, and which hath 
been received in all ages of the world. With 
the belief of this doctrine is connected the 
3 perception of various duties which we owe to 
our Maker. His perfections diſplayed ſo jillu- 
_ firiouſly in all his works, and the relations in 


which he ſtands to us, as our Creator, our 


Preſerver, our Benefactor, and our Judge, 
call Tor a 8 ene 8 the: "SIA ; 
„When we e iv; as kd 1 

| laden worlds, and the ſource from 
which all exiſtence is derived, admiration and 

reverence fill our breaſts. When we conſider 5 
kim as the ſupreme diſpoſer of events, WhO 
1 wieldeth the Bun of the ee and doth Ay 


na 


Ale ebe to wer pleaſure 
ven and on earth, the ſenſe of our e 


dependence on his Providence, leads us to wr 


©©raſt our cares 


eſcape unpuniſhed, the recollection of the treſ- 
paſſes by Which we have offended him begets 
in us the ſincereſt compunction and "regret; 


and this compunction is greatly increaſed bß 


on him.“ When we . 
gard him as the moral ruler of the world, who 5 
hath eſtabliſhed his law in the heart of man, 
who hath enforced: it by ſanctions of the moſt 
awful nature, and will not ſuffer the guilty to 


_ contemplating him as the author of all our 


bliſs, as the fountain from which our exiſtence, 
| our comforts, and our hopes are derived. Gra- 
titude mingles wirh every other affection, and 


is love of ſo kind and' gracious a Being, puri- 


fes our truſt, our admiration, and our fear: 


Theſe affections are the foundation of religi- 
ous worſtñp; and when they glow in the breaſt 


with their native ardour, they delight to ex- | 


preſs themſelves in the language of devotion. 


They lead us irreſiſtibly to the throne of God, 


to pour out, in the preſence of him who made | 


us, the W ge which e ah er e in 


bie. * 
truſt, my friends; Abe? you are no- ara 


gers to ſuch feelings as theſe: Not to have 


_ yielded occaſionally to their influence, i is an e- 
vidence of ſome fatal defect in the character. 
Tt argues a diſbelief of what the wiſe in all 


ages have admitted, or a thoughtleſſnefs i inex- 


euſable where the ſubje&t-i is fo. a ks or 


Tt 


3 


— 


= 


an infeniibility which 8: vir tue 


Gonally: felt ſuch emotions as theſe; 


I knowledge, that to be total ſtrangers, to. t] their 
n imply, a. defect in In- Shar 


rafters... 


> oft; is it 3 enougb, you _ laß. to Fa 
Ange. aud. I; Expreſs them in private? „ Is 


not. religion between Gd and the ſoul, ot 
| man? Will not our devotions aſcend as grate: 
ful from the retirement of the cloſet as from 


the. aſſembly of the people? Doth not the Lord 


my * nods on * the dwelli 


& 2144 <7 


a * man, hy 1225 retirement that the 
heart pours itſelf forth with the moſt plea- 


: ſing freedom to the Hearer of prayer. It is. 
there that the worſhipper can adjuſt. his con: ER 
feſhons to his. own particular offences; it is 


5 there chat he can adapt his prayers to his own 
particular neceſſities, and accommodate - his 


| kin to the bleſſings which he bim- = 
ſelf in particular hath received. If our hearts | 


have no reliſh for theſe more private duties, our 


public profeſſions of piety will be of little a- 
vail. But there are neceſſilies which are, felt 


in common by all; there are relations in which 
a, 49 common 
are hleſſings of which all in common are ad- 
md to partake. - Theſe it becomes us to 
unite in acknowledging, that by mingling our 
voices in one cn of Praiſe, we may kindle 


1 5 


r 


a 3 would | 
be aſbamed to confeſs. Ves, you have. oc 


"om. - 


ngs of Jar 
d gg vx God and the 


ſtand to their Maker; there ̃ 


£4 5 "Public Taflitutions 7 Religion. Wk 
za one en thoſe pious emotions, enn 


Bedeemer eee, 1 


eir Oſtentation in profeſſing our „ 8 . 
Ar nions and feelings ought, indeed: to Be, care» 


aſſumed as the veib of the hypocrite, that when- 
ever it appears in the character of a Chriſtian, 
it excites/a ſtrong, and for the moſt e 
"Joſt ſuſpicion of his ſincerity. 1 7005 
But there is a decent and ny wks a 
cher religious principles, which will always di- 
ſtingniſh thoſe whoſe minds are duly impreſſed 
with the ſentiment of piety. This avowal you 
. make when you aſſemble here for the purpoſe, 
of detotion. Von confeſs: God before men; 
_ you acknowledge the relation in Which you 
ſſttand to him; you number yourſelves with his 


believe in his name, that you reverence his per- 
fections, that you ſeek: his favour as your ſu- 
preme felicity, and rely on his bounty as the 
foundation of your hopes. And is there 
aught in this profeſſion of which you have 

cauſe to be aſhamed? Or do you think that 
ydu diſcharge your duty to God, while you 
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eyes of your brethren? 


It is indeed to be nente, 8 a ſober 
conviction of religious truth, cxpreſſed by a 
becoming reſpect for the offices of devotion, 


" ould ever be derided as the mark of a wWNeak 


5 . 5 and 
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are due to the Creator, the, COIN and 5h 


fully avoided; It is a quality in the higheſt 
degree diſguſting and offenſive. It is ſo often 


children; you declare to the world, that you 


conceal your piety as a eee from. the hy 


3 10 ar arb 0 jon all 


FINK mented, that ag 1 x Ti 
- ſentiment of religion, thould bereftrained' by MF © 
* the fear of ſuch deriſion, from avowing boldly * "Od 
5 what they believe aud feel; for they are the . its 
* | Houghties and dhe profane alone to whom a | 189 
„ 5 piety i is an object of ridicule, land we. . me 
= Hs ay weak nes of mind, not by re ſpecting re- Ge 
"Pl | Bin, but by being afraid to profeſs: ' toc 
$ N In ordinary life, 'we' deſpiſe the man wks I ad 
I; . : - hath not the courage to maintain his princi= arc 
w 


* ples, and to difplay them in his practice. Let as 
furely in no caſe whatever is ſuch dimidity 4 
ht more inexcuhſable than in the caſe of * 
1 that while the profane make 4 boaſt 
of their impiety, and the wicked glory in their 
ſhame ! Strange that the pious ſhould diſ- 
. ſiemble a belief which hath obtained the ſanc- 
E 5 i 1 i nion of the wiſe in all ages of the world, and 
I been; of 2 0 3 


, 8 


emotions! bi it is the dit 
nature to feel! 1-6 . Ah 7, 3 

| 15 If you b th at God is, ow your, belief 
by your conduct. We do not exhort you to 
_ reſtify your faith by an oftentatious diſplay of 
_ ſanity, by a flaming and intolerant zeal, or 
dy obtruding unſeaſonably on the ears of your. 
| brethren the ſacred truths of religion. But 
ve exhort you to teſtify your faith by a regu- 
| hae and uniform reſpect for thoſe ventrable 
inſtitutions of the goſpel, in which it is no 
oſtentation to mingle, and which were or- 
dained as a memorial of God to all kindreds 
anden nations 5 of: men. 6 11 75 unto che 13 
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ce 3 give. unto the Ton; glory and F 

« ſtrength. Give unto. the Lord, FE migh- + 5 
ry, the glory due to. his name. Worthip g 
«the Lord i in. the beauties of holineſs. — 

- Piety, when firmly eſtabliſhed in the heart, 

is a generous, ardent, diffuſive principle. War- 

med by the contemplation: of the greatneſs of | 

God, we feel that our own ſolitary homage is 

too flender a tribute-to.the Being whom we 

adore: we wiſh to kindle in every creature 

around us, the. ſame. devout affections with - 

which we ourſelves are inſpired: we invoke the N 5 
earth, and the beavens, and angels, and men, 33 
10 unite in ſwelling the hymn of praiſe. . «Praiſe . 
'« the Lord from the heavens, ye glorious hofts 

cc :of his. Praiſe him, ſun and moon. Praiſe 
him, Je ſtars of light. Praiſe the Lord from 
e the earth, ye mountains, and all deeps. g 
. Praiſe him, kings and judges. Praiſe him, 
« all ye people. Praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul. 
dc I will go to the altar of God, to God my 
« exceeding joy; 1 will offer unto him the ſa - 
« crifice of thankſgiving in the preſence of all 
« the people, in the courts of the Lord's houſe, 
6 in a the midſt of . 0 True ö 
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II. This (A me, in a the frond place, to re- 
commend the duty * of aſſembling yourſelves 
“ together,” from the conſideration of the re- 
gard which you owe to your br=thren. 

Even thoſe who diſpute the truth of reli- _ 
gion, acknowledge its uſefulneſs to ſociety, 


They 


+ HUGS 
giſlators, but as an invention wiſely calculated 
1 guard the virtue, Au to e the hap- 


1; as the invention of TEL 


pineſs of mankind. 


There are defects in all Bü laws ien 
religion alone can remedy. The beſt regula- 
tions which the wiſdom of ſtateſmen can de- 
Life, can ſerve only as a reſtraint on the out- 
GT ward actions of men: their efficacy depends on 


the attention of the magiſtrate, whoſe vigilance 


1 the tranſgreffor. may elude; and the ſanctions 


by which they are enforced, are puniſhments 


of tranfient nature, which borrow their 
oY — 9 5 influence from \ __ peculiar to re- 


>. 7 454 *; 1 „ 
W 
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But religion reaches the W had phat 


the outward conduct, by cleanſing the hidden 
8 ſource from which all our actions flow. It 
25 reveals to us an omniſcient Judge, from whoſe 
2 5 eye no darkneſs can conceal us, and diſcloſes 
ts us an eternal ſtate, in which * God will ren- | 
der unto every man ee as his works | 
1 4 Have been,” . 


© Theſe, are the awful aid herben which 


bind the conſciences, and guard the virtue of 
mankind. Baniſh theſe from their thoughts, 
dad human laws will loſe much of their ſa- 
lutary influence; the tranſgreſſor will diſre- 
Zard an authority whoſe vengeance he may 


hope to eſcape, and deſpiſe the threatenings of 


___ thoſe * who can only kill the body, but who 
N c have * more that ey can 40. ee Es 


Now 
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Now, though religion hs no higher origin | 
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than human policy, even. in this view it is in- 
titled to your reſpect. The influence which 
it is fitted to exert. on hs CONd 161 of thoſe 
who believe it, ſhould diſpoſe you to re vere 
Ae enn de the inſtitutions by which its 
| Influence is maintained and diffuſed. This is 
an argument which will have great force with 
all who are intereſted for the welfare of ſo- 
ciety; but at prefiſpt we would addreſs it 
chiefly to thoſe who are placed in ſtations of 
diſtinction, and by whole ie the aol. 2 5 
dune are apt to be guide. 
Tou, my friends, are bleſſed with many . . 
—— of moral inſtruction, to which the 
lower orders of men are total ſtrangers. In 
your early years, your minds are opened and 
cultivated by a liberal education. The principles 
of virtue are inſtilled into them. A ſenſe of 
character, and the abſence of many temptations 
to which the poor are expoſed, will, for the 
moſt part, be ſufficient to preſerye you from 
-thoſe meaner vices, which are ſo deſtructive 
to the comfort of ſociety. On this account 
you imagine, and perhaps you imagine juſtly, 
that you are leſs dependent than others on 
the inſtitutions of religion. N e 
I ſhall afterwards have occaſion to ſhow 
Jou, that even to you theſe inſtitutions may 
be of much avail. But ſetting aſide this conſi- 
deration; admitting that you need not the ia - 
ſtitutions of religion, and that you cannot be 


5 


| profited by them; yet think of the condition 


Vor- IV. 1 | of 


9 


5 5 yy thoſe e eee vou, your 
whoſe ee it 
virtue ſome regard i is due. Think of the con- 


—— 


men appointed to the taſk, © to confider the 


| they are warned of the ſnares and temptations 
of! life; in which 9 are inſtructed in the 


minds bel ho-. grovelling their vie ws! ho 


of the mercies of Heaven,” that a day is con- 


Vited to approach the temple of the Lord, to 


of che mercies of Heaven” that a day i is con- 
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ents, your brethren, to 


Ales of your humbler brethren.— Toiling to 


procure a ſcanty ſubſiſtence, with hardly a ſuf - 


ficient interval of repoſe to recruit their ſpi · 


rits for the renewal of their labours ; they are 
letz, with minds uncultivated by education, to 


encounter the temptations of want and wretch- 
edaeſs, while no leiſure is afforded them to 


review their conduct, or to think of the pur- 


poſe for which they are placed on the earth. 
From perſons thus circumſtanced what could 
ve expect? how barren and deſolate would cheir 
Carious their virtue! were it not for the regu· | 
1 return of thoſe inſtitutions of the goſpel, 


If which they are raiſed” to the knowledge of ; 


God and of their duty. To them is it not 


ſecrated i in which they are permitted to repoſe 
from the cares of life, in which they are in- 


pour out their ſouls before Him who made 
them, and to indulge their truſt in that gra- 
'ciovs Providence, which careth for the happi- 

' neſs of every creature that lives? Is it not 


ſecrated, in which they are called upon by 


40 things that belong to their peace z” in which 


"ities 


dis whi ch Go hath {right of Minis and 
ſolaced with the hopes which the goſpel opens 


to ſweeten their a i and! to anime their - 
5 virtue? | 3 5 


1 5 


And will PEE es God bath blend with 
to many other means of inſtruction and com- 


fort, will you teach your leſs fortunate /bre- 


thren to deſpiſe the moſt precious advantages 
of their condition? will you declare to them, 
that there is no truth in the doctrines which 
religion reveals; chat there is no-obligation to 
the duties which it enjoins; that there is no 


reality in the conſolations which it admini- 


ſters, conſolations which are open alike to the 
rich and to the poor, and which can gladden 


the hearts of thoſe who are ſtrangers to eve- N 


ry other z joy ? Such, however, is the language 
of your conduct, when you omit to aflewble _ 


FOR in the houſe of God. . 
ideed, be a ſecret reſpect for 
religion in the hearts of ſome, who mingle _ 
not in its outward” inſtitutions.” But the ig- 
norant, whom your behaviour muſt influence; 
are incapable of making the diſtinction; they 
regard your forſaking the ſanctuary as a pu- 
blic declaration on your part, that you have 
abandoned the religious character; and they 
are led, by their imitation of you, to renounce 
that faith in God which is the firmeſt guar- 5 
dian of their happineſs and their virtue. 
Let me exhort you, then, to reſpect the in- 
ſtitutions of the goſpel, were it only for the 


There may, 1 


ſake of thoſe to whom you cannot but ac- 
5 „ N 


. 


. 


Pe chat OWE are. th G0 be- 
fore them in the path to heaven, and lead 
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them by the light of your example to the fear 
and the love of that God on whom all alike 
1 It is no unreaſonable ſervice in which 


we exhort 'Ol 


fore the [ſhrines of imaginary. deities, whoſe 


characters were ſtained by folly. and vice, and 
_ whoſe praiſes were to be celebrated by a thou ? 


ſand idle ceremonies, in which reaſon and vir 
tue might bluſh to ſhare if this were the wor · 


ſhip in which we exhorted you to join, you 


might contemplate with horror the impious 
ſcene, and imagine t 
to the beſt intereſts of your brethren, while 


vou were labouring to break the bands of a 
1 o diſhonour en od, end ſo 
_ . debating tO man. 33 N 


But ĩt is a pure 1 which is eltabülhedd 
in our land. It hath evidences of its truth 


| which, we truſt, will be ſufficient to convince 


the candid; and it is the leaſt that can be ſaid 
wp. it, even by its enemies themſelves, that it 
is a ſyſtem adapted to che beſt principles of 
the human mind, neither tainted by any mix- 
ture of. thoſe groſs: ſuperſtitions which for ſo 


5 many ages prevailed 10 the earth, nor diſ- 
graced by thoſe barbarous and unhallowed 
rites by which the blinded nations aid their | 
homage to their pods. It preſcribes a refined 


and rational worſhip, & the worſhip of the 


ending nad che heart}” vifercd ds one 
| | 0. | 


*:-£ 


oy . 


* . 7 & Mar, 5 


ou to mingle. If you were called, 
as in the days of Pagan darkneſs, to bow be- 


at you were contributing 


„/ at oe wal ß 


nee 
ſaid 
at it 
s of 
nix- 
r ſo 
dif- 
wed 


heir 
ined 


one | 
Jod, ; 


God, the creator. af the waits; through $00 ; 
4% Mediator between God and man.“ It in» 
culcates on its profeſſors a pure Ft t- 
ted to lead them to all that is excellent in 
conduct, and opens to them hopes which are 


i congenial to their nature, and which every 


virtuous mind will rejoice to cheriſn. „This 
4% is that true light which che nations defi» 


„ red to behold; and which the prophets ſaw 


„from afar, and were glad.“ Rejoice that on 
us who live in theſe latter days, the Sun of 
righteouſneſs himſelf hath ariſen; and labour, 
by maintaining a juſt reſpect for ĩhe inſtitutions 
of the goſpel, to diffuſe among your brethren 
the influence of a ſyſtem, I W ek 1 arg 
and fo.confolatory to man. 4 


3 2 Iv. #24 * 1 
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II. "Rs theſe ladies Gnas N 
may redound to yourſelves. . - Your piety and 
your virtue may derive. improvement from the . 
exerciſes in which you are here called to en- 
gage. This is the laſt view in which I propoſed 


. to conſider the duty recommended i in the text. 


have already endeavoured to ſhew you, 
1550 the ordinances of religion are oe. 
fably neceſſary to the piety and the virtue of 
thoſe who are placed in the lower ranks of 
life. But even you who move in the higher 
ſpheres of ſociety, and who, from the many 
advanzages : which you enjoy, ſeem leſs depend- 


ent than others on the miniſtrations of the goſ- | 
pel, even you may find, that it is not a'vain _ 


e to mingle with © the multitude that keep 
9 n "MS e 


1 3 8 There are. c cu 


ne.” boly gaps? Tour 2 W ples will b 
de confirmed and ſtrengthened by the babit It 

— - avowing them in the preſence'of men, ang 1 

N your piety will glow with double ardour while #| th 
Fou ratch a portion of chat ſacred fire which Ol 


IH burns 3 in the breaſts of all your brethren. . S 
All the affections of the human e joy — er 


45 = a grief, and love and pity, dehght to expreſs 1 th 
themſelves, and are increaſed by communica- tb 


tion. The feelings of devotion alſo are ſocial 
2:48 feelings. In the aſſembly of the ſaints the tb 
emotion paſſes ſrom breaſt to breaſt, and the ta 


--.  _ worſhipper: of God feels his own affections = at 
grow, while he beholds a kindred affeQtion 1 in Ss = 
de eyes of every perſon around him. th 
Nor will the admonitions which are here : in 
is | addrefſed to you be leſs conducive to your a 
* improvement. We pretend not, indeed, to Z w] 
\ - communicate to you any new information . Ih 
5 ; concerning the ſubjects of religion or mo- Ml fe 
pals. The ſyſtem which we explain and en- ca 
force is the commandment of the Maſter whom 3 

we ſerve, even that old commandment which th 

5 175 you have heard from the beginning. en 
But our labours, we truſt, will not on cat ric 

beer be regarded as uſcleſs.—It is not bx co 
ignorance of their duty that men are moſt aft ob 
„„ betrayed into vice. The moſt frequent co 
by - cane of tranſgreſſion is this, that we act with - thi 


out deliberation ; that we ſeldom review our ch. 
conduct, or copfider it in that ſerious Uight | 1 
in -which it appears to en * of Heaven. 
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t 5 FR WT are 1 in a, 3 i EY 
life, that are unfavourable to ſober reflection. 
They are ſurrounded. by 10 many pleaſures, . 


= we 


N 5 © cd 
4 Rae, { i 


4 


act as tyrants. and oppreſſors towards thoſe 


riſh ; it is not becauſe their hearts are in- 
ſenſible to every virtuous impreſſion, | or. be 
cauſe they have deliberately reſolved to diſre . 
= gard and violate every moral obligation. But 


755 enjoyments which their ſituations afford; e T7 
rious thought is baniſhed ;, their duty and ths IE 
_ conſequences of their conduct, are ſeldom the 


- conſcious of a thouſand. vices which deform 15 
their own. conduct, and embitter the lives of is 
: their brethren. a 


e and to commune with Tour” own. 


they are engaged in ſo many frivolous cares, 
one ſcene of gaiety is ſo ſpeedily. ſucceeded by 
another, that ſcarcely an interval is left to be 


18 employed in ſerious thought, to meditate. on 


the duties of their ſtations, or to OUR; how 
they violate or fulfil them. + | | 
If they ſometimes abuſe the advantages N 
they enjoy; if they waſte their time and their 
talents amidſt an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of 


amuſements; if they omit the offices of kind- „ 
neſs which they owe to their brethren around 
them; if they pervert the means of charity 


into inſtruments of unhallowed pleaſure, and 


whom it is their duty to protect and to ehe · 


their minds are continually occupied by the 


” 


objects of their attention, and they remain un- f 


ee ee e e ir will be 
uſeful to retire for a little from the ſcene of. 
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hearts. In the temple af . Lott * ande- 
ments of life are ſuſpended for a ſeaſon; our 
minds are awakened from the dream of folly Hy 
our conduct is drought in review before us; 
our duty is preſented in all its extent and ob- 
ligations, and conſcience, reſtored to her tri - 
dunal, approves or condemns impartially ace. 

cording as our deeds have been. 1 
Here the rich and the poor meet . 7 
all external diſtinctions are forgotten, and the 
'*  - motives to mutual juſtice and kindneſs occur 
; with peculiar force, while we aſſemble our- 
ſelves with the meaneſt of our dependents in 
the preſence of that God, ** who hath made 
„ one blood al kindreds- and nations of 

8 46 men.” | 

5 | Here we are called to ere dee 
* __ - as moral and accountable beings; as the ſub- 
1 Jecke of a righteous Ruler, who hath preſcribed 


aà law for our conduct, and who i is the witneſs 
of all that we do; and every action, every 
word, every thought of our hearts, acquires an 


ata importance when conſidered as a part 


of that probation on which our everlaſting : 


= i | happineſs depends. 


your thoughts, but which, if you are deſirous 


EF — 


vour of your Maker, it wil become you fre- : 
* queatly to recall. | 5 


= Theſe are che intereſting ſubjects to Shack” 
| your attention is here directed: ſubjects which 
amidſt the gaicty of life are apt to vaniſh from 


| 
to preſerve your virtue, or to ſecure the fa- 
| 


Though, therefore, we. do not Hatter you 
1 with 4 


a” 


83 > 
—————— 


5 IEC | 2 : 
Melt Ä oe ed ian ² d ee !!!..., 


2 - a 
0.4 a 


= 


* 


* 


2 8 
92 2 


1 to 3 an idle eurioßty, yet te TH 1 
that you will be ſufficiently | rewarded for a 5 
temporary interruption of your pleaſures, if, : 
by means of the inſtitutions of” religion,” you. 
are awakened to ſerious thought, if your cha- 
_ rafters are thereby revealed to yon, if you are 
admoniſhed of the temptations that ſurround _ 
you, and animared in thoſe paths of holineſs : 
which lead to the habitation of Gd. 


3 | thts ad 
ments and pleaſures), that we are influenced 
by that gloomy ſpirit which condemas all hu- 


* * 
l * % 


And imagine not, my friends, (chen we 


niſh you to interrupt your amuſe- 


man joy. The pleaſures which your con- 


ditions afford are the gifts of an indulgent 
Providence; which it becomes yau to taſte 


fs; and Which none but the 


with chearfuln 


ungenerous will envy you. We rejoice to be · 


hold the comforts that are ſcattered io *. 


berally around you. We alſo would miniſter 
to your joy, by opening to you thoſe: facted 
conſolations which religion is fitted to impart. 
If you are alive to good impreſſions, -theſex+ 


erciſes i in which we exhort v0 to mingle will 
prove a ſource of the pureſt delight; and you 
will return with exquiſite reliſh to enjoyments 
which you have interrupted for a ſeaſon, when 
your ſouls have aſcended to that God from 


| whom all your bleffiogs flow; z. when you, have N 


hallowed your earthly en by gratitude to 


the Giver of good, and confirmed yourſelves 


in a thoſe virtuous habits which will adorn your 
B 5 1 pPreſent 


W owe 40 God; it is a duty whick you — | _ 
tg your brethren ʒ it is a duty which you owe Mi 
to, yourſelves ; 8 and though there were mp 12 =, 
preſs. commandment requiring. ou 10 = 
* ſemble yourſelves together,” it is a 19 75 of 

moral obligation whi ch vo could not inn 9 5 
| centiy r . WW 
But if the ans of N Tot 8 . 
vine appointment; if the Sabbath be a day con 
ſecxated by God to commemorate the blefings = 
of creation, and redemption ; if che ſanctuary 
be the place in which the Almighty reveals 
| himſelf moſt t- graciouſly to his children; the 
duty recommended to you aſſumes: a. more 
ſolemn appearance, as being enforced by that 
- bigh/#authority which all are bound to reſpect. 


| Ei be the apoſtle eee lakhs „ is 2 x dug x wh. | 
L 
| 
| 


Ned the Almighty hath declared, that the 1 
- mſtizurions' of religion are his appointment. 
Theſe ave the ſacred channels in which his _ 
5  Heſſinlgs How, : This is the day which he =” 
a hath made zu and the temple is the choſen 4 
”” Feene in which he 1 Fe) yeals Kichfelf moſt ow 


«2 


ee to men. % 

1 Rejoice, Ned, TROY 101 is OO unto you, 4 | 40 

2 Go ye up unto the houſe of God. When 7 

( : | : « he ſanth, Seck ye my face ; ; let your hearts 5 
i be. th. reply, Thy face, O Lord, will we ſcek. Come. l 
0 his houſe 3 in ee „ with the voice 'of H 
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'Y oy and gladneſs, with 
e, keep holy days; Streng! 
« tuary, and there his Mer thin: He ee 
« the gates of Zion more than all the dwell- 
60 ings of Jacob.” While here we aſſemble 
elves: in dan me,? © He is in midſt of 
« us to bleſs us. From the place i in which 
angels worſhip, he bends his car to our pray 
ers, and ſmi s in mercy. on tl | 


3 


4. 
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Py * % 
him where he bath rege to be found. 
2 0 1 * us to hes Ls. | This is 2 houſe bs 
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Ane wn awd Mo: of Prog ths Fr be "OY 
_ Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew 
it not. And he was afraid, and faid, How 
dreadful it this place This is none other but 
_ the _ ide on; org 2 is w_ gate * hea- 
: yet.” 6 


Ar en times, na] in divers Samer the 

Almighty hath made himſelf known to his 
pepple. When be hath placed them in uncom- 
mon fituations, be hath uſed uncommon or 
miraculous means, to give them impreſſions of 
his preſence, intimations of his will, or aſſu · 
rances of his care and regard. Strikiag ap- 
pearances have been made to their ſenſes, or 
| ſecret operations have been felt on their ſpi· 
its. „ On Sinai he deſcended amidſt thun- 
ders and lightnings, and a thick cloud on 
e the Mount, and the voice of a trumpet.“ 
He appointed the Shekinah to be the glory of 
"the nie i in which * was to be ſerved and 
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436 76b. cating ggg, 1 hg 2 Ree m, 
4 ih & Viffön öf the night, when deep ſep : 
« fall vpo# men; he bath choſen to open 

„ the cars 01 med, and to ſeal their inftrue- | 
„ M 

| A nene! interbofftion br iis fort 1 recore 
ed in the eoptent. | Wen Jacob Had obtain * 

"thi letting of Bis Father, He Was adeiſed by 

flee to Padas aram, till che fury of bis diſap- ? 

; pointed brother ſhould be turned away. '« . 

4 Jacob went out from Beerſheba, and went 
40 toward Haran. And, he lighted upon A cer- 

. tain place, and tarried there all night, be - 

|  « cauſe the ſun was fet: and he took of the 
2 ſtones of that place, and put them for „„ 
« pillows, and lay, down i in that plage to 12 5 

40 And he dreamed, and behold, ladder 
« upon the earth, and the top of it reachec 

« to heaven : And behold, the angels of God 

« aſcending and deſcending on it.” This fo» 
lemn preparation being made for fring the 

attention of the patriarch, and for enabling 

; him) afterwards, to regal diſtinty. the intereſt» 

ing ſcene, the Lond: proceeded to remind him 
of the covenant into which he, had entered 

with Abraham and with Iſaac, and to renew 

his-gracious promiſe, that their poſterity ſhould 

5 increaſe, that they mould inherit the land, 

and chat i in them and in their ſeed. thould All © 

me families of the; earth be bleſſed. % And 
_ $.,behold,: (it is added), I am with, thee, and 

13 . will keep thee in all aces. whither thou 

2 t goeſt. and * r hee age in into his 
97431 | 7 8 land „ 3 
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land WE I will not ls thee, 1550 11 
5 4 hone that which I have ſpoken. to thee of.” | 
laying received this confirmation of his faith, 
and theſe powerful motives to patience and | 
obedience, Jacob felt, in all their force, thoſe 
| ,. -. ſerious and devout emations which ſo ſcaſon- = 
3 able an interpoſition might be expected to in- 
| ſpire. He awaked out of his ſleep, and he 
3 5 & ſaid, Surely the Lord is in this place; and 1 
5 « knew it not. And he was afraid, and faid, 
Ho dreadful is this N this is One 
| Þ 5 25 * other but the houſe of Revs and this is 
3 6e the gate of heaven.” 105 FR „ 
This text may lead 1 ue, i e 2” 


r . e ee 


. 4. To fhijuire | into fore K the more ordt- 

nary methods by which God manifeſts. bis ̃ 
reſence and his glory. 5 1 
II. To conſider the effe: ks fuck” ma- 
| kifeſtations a: are woe 3 10 2 on + the hu» 
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3 34 Thurs, we are as e into ſome of 
| he more ordinary methods by "which God 
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ö 7 . #4 | mikuifeſts bis preſence” and his glory. i al 
; Of theſe the hr to be mentioned a are i ws L 
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15 works of Creation. 14 ee 
+ A univerſe exiſts, of Ld id extent 
repleniſhed with Sund eln inhabitants, who 

re poſſeſſed. of ſuch powers as their ſituations | 
= — require, and furniſhed with the means of ſuch 
1 enjoymetits as they are capable of receiving. 
| 3 1rſelves occupy no inconfßiderable place 
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| tndes of day and night, and the regular re vo- 
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_ 5 men nn for 8 our en Eh 
and welfare. The ſerenity of the heavens, 
and the verdure of the earth, 'the murmuring | 


vite 1 us to difmiſs our cares, and to reſign our 
hearts to tranquillity and peace. The viciſſi- + 
lutions of the ſeaſons, diverſify the life of man, 5 
and give bim ground of truſt, that thoſe means 


=_ will not fail by which his life is ſuſtained. iT 
Een the ſtor ms, which ſeem at firſt to be mi- 


niſters of ruin; the torrent, deſcending f from 5 
the mountains with reſiſtleſs impetuoſiiy; ; the £2 


whirlwind, which no human force can reſtrain; 


the thunder, which alarms us with its tremen- 
dous voice; and the lightning, by which the 
moſt venerable monuments of ancient gran 
deur are deſtroyed; ſerve to correct diſorders 
in the natural world, and to fix the attention 


8 | of unthinking mortals on important ſubjects, 


which uninterrupted tranquillity might diſpoſe . 
them to farget, And again, when we raiſe 
our views above this carth; when. we ſurvey, | 
1 ſpacious firmament; ; when we behold the 
ſun coming forth as a bridegroom from his 
chamber, and rejoicing as a ſtrong man to run 


a race; "when ve trace the wanderings of the x 
moon through the filent ſky, and attempt ta 


count the ſtars which ſparkle around; or when, 
aided by ſcience, we purſue the diſcoveries 


which ſenſe” cannot make, and conſider that 8 


each orb is the centre of a ſyſtem. and chat 
Hyſtems. unaumbered are fituated in regions 


| into o udien o our * * cannot penetrate 1 


ve. 


— 1 — 


of the ſtream, and the mulic 1 the grove, ink 


8 


4 abel "mY es the pleaſing f 1 lea, | 


5 have been fatisficd with hearing, that t 
: a of this world exiſted from eternity, and 


"Hh 3- 


ul w. we are loſt i in contemplation. 


: "FI Theſe | beautiful and gra and objects 1 not 
been concealed from any of the generations 
8 men. "Juſt ſentiments however have not al⸗ 


Ways accompanied the view of them. Some 
have deen fo inſeofible as to confine. their re- 


gards 1 to the viſible creation. But man is a 


WMiaking being, and is capable of perceiving 


the relations of cauſe and effect. ö cannot 
therefore be ſuppoſed, that he will caſt his 


eyes abroad without inquiring, whence came 
this ſtupendous frame, whence that beauty 


which I ſurvey with pleaſure, and that liberal 


proviſion. which is made for. my ſafety and 


ſupport ? In anſwer to ſuch a ſome 
— ma- 


at at ſome remote period, of which no re- 


Lord can be produced, the minute particles of 


it, rambling about in the unbounded regions. 
of Tpace, fortuitouſly met, and arranged them · 
elves, into thoſe regular forms, which the ſame 


chance hath hitherto, preſerved. This how- 
ever is the language of fools; for the marks 
. of contrivance and deſign are. fo palpable, as 
almoſt unavoidably- to lead the mind to the 
knowledge of a ſupreme, intelligent, and all- 


powerful cauſe, It is thus that God diſcovers 
birofelf.to thoſe whom he. hath not favoured 
with a ſupernatural revelation. $4, He, left not 


1 40 Bir mielf v without a witneſs i in that he did them 
1 ' good, and gave them. by rain. from. heaven and 


FO” 


2 ab TE DN eng OP: * fruitful 


— 5 


. Frivtful G * dard Rege with, food I 


« and gladnels. His inviſible things from 


the creation of the world are clearly ſeen, 


« being underſtood by the things that are 
« made, even his eternal Power” and God- 


. head:" 


But the were pbnebpher kerle not | thoſe 5 


9 ſentiments with which a good man ſurveys the 
works of his Maker. While the former ſpe»: 


culates on the perfections of God; the latter 
« feels after him, and finds him.“ His eye 


traces the divine glory in every object preſent- 
ed to it, and his heart opens to the impreſſion 
which it belongs to that glory to make. Par- 


taking of the comforts which on every hand 
are provided, or perceiving the happineſs of 


other beings around him, he cannot fail to - 


declare, theſe are the doings of thre Lord, 


theſe are the gifts of the Parent of all, theſe 
are tokens that he is gracious and full of com- 
paſſion. If again, he is placed in ſcenes of tu- 
mult and alarm; if nature undergo ſome vio- 


lent convulſion if the peſtilence or the tem- 


peſt preſent its terrors; if the elements re- 


ceive a charge to inflict thoſe evils which fin 


| hath merited; his thoughts riſe to God, as 
„ glorious in holineſs;“ he reveres him, as 
&« juſt iu all his ways,” and is conſtrained to 
exclaim, . How dreadful is this place ſure · 
5 ty the Lord is in this place: ſurely the Lord 


“is in 8 and n all, and over all.” 5 wy 


. 0 
| 2. o 
, » „ 
* RS 2 . 


KF * — 
W ö * 
8 8 
—— EA, £65 . — 7 4 * 
4 - 2 wh 3 5 3 7 6 - ” 6 
: p — I * * : . 
A . - * . 2 *. 
— 5 . _ o £ 
39 > 
; ö * + . 
* £. 
7 


2: oa en manifeſts dine de operaions 
=_ of his Providence. 
F -—_ © Every trouble iatlicted is „ to . 
. pliſh fome purpoſe: of his wiſdom, and every 
 ' comfort enjoyed flows from the inexhauſtible 
fountain of his goodneſs. But his hand is not 
Always ſeen in the protection it affords; nor doth 
q Th _ gratitude to the giver always mingle itſelf with | 
| that gladneſs which his gifts inſpire. Bad men 
| 
| 
| 


__ think not of a particular providence, but a- 
_ ſcribe their ſufferings to chance, or to an 
„ | uncontroulable deſtiny, and their ſucceſſes 
do che vigour of their own exertions, or to 
tte effect of general laws to which the Cre- 
ator is luppoſed to have ſurrendered the go-: 
= vernment of the world. Even good men are 
1 . _ def; attentive than might be expected to the 
= aſpect of Providence. At particular ſeaſons, 
boever, God renders them as ſolicitous to 
1 8 _ Improve, as to obtain his mercies, and convin- 
- Bow ; on them, that if he had n not been their . 


85 da che help 9 be N 
Mlereies are generally * by l 68 
1 circumſtance which leads the thoughtful and 
daeeevout to ſay, «Surely the Lord is here: 
4 this verily is the doing of the Lord.” Some 
| inveterate diſeaſe hath perhaps impaired our 
Grength, and given us reaſon to apprehend a 
ſpeedy diffolution. Poverty hath preſented: its 
terrors and temptations. | The child who hath 5 
deen as the apple of our eye, and to whom we 
. oy looked forward. as our ſupport in old 


. ages 


N FS VS oo: o 


age, . our b 0 in oy rrow, 

ſeduced from duty, and led into 
N. threaten to involve him in ſhame aud 
Recourſe hath been had, without ſucceſs, | 


to 6 08 means which in ſuch caſes it is pru- 


dent to uſe. When, 104 ſome ſimple applica- | 
tion, which men of ſkill perhaps had ſcorned, 
removes the diſeaſe which had baffled their 
art: ſome circumſtance, ſeemingly accidental, 
raiſeth us to that independence which the 
perſevering efforts of induſtry have! failed to 
beſtow : ſome change of fituation hath arreſted 
the prodigal in his mad career, and aps '% 
| kim to ariſe, and to go to his father“? 
Sometimes again, God ſheweth to his peo- 


die * a token for good, in the ſeaſon Which 
he chuſerh for the diſpenſation of his mercy. 


He is a preſent help in the very time of 
« need.” That timidity and irreſolution which 
they have often betrayed, leave them in ſcenes 
of danger, and are ſucceeded by a ſpirit of en- 

terprize and boldneſs. Sources of conſola- 
tion, formerly unknown or inacceſſible, are 

opened i in thoſe moments, in which accumula- 
ted woes are about.to plunge them in the hor- 
rors of deſpair. Per haps, when ſome ſpiritual, 
trial bath been their portion; when they have 
been in danger of yielding to ſome powerful 
temptation ; ; when they have been deploring, 


the coldneſs of their affections, and their 1 


profitableneſs in their Maker's ſervice; or when 


hen? bs ave pon e that i it 66 18 not with. 
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= % Moms as in times paſts” that - the light of 
—_ God's countenance is with held, and that their 
n= adverſary is exalted over them; they are di- 
reed to ſome paſſage of ſcripture which ſuits | 
their caſe, or ſome miniſter of religion is «cn + 
& dowed with the tongue of the learned, to 
oo 1 word: in n to chem * are 
"8 & weary.” IT, EY 
= In a tate” of warfare; ape and KI | 
are to be expected. The righteous muſt par- 
take of the trouble to which man is born. 
But if trouble hath impreſſed them with a WF 
| ____ ſenſe of their Maker's ſovereignty, of his right 
= to diſpoſc of them, and of all that pertains to 
=_  : - them; if trouble hath' rendered them more 
Humble than they have formerly been; if by 
1 exerciſe it hath. invigorated their faith and 
| their virtue; if it hath diminiſhed their at- 
8 tachment to this changeable world, and led 
them to ſeek for a city which hath founda- 
ons; they may be conſidered as having rea- 
„ ee ic it to obſerve the 1 1 and the 
=_ _ glory of the Lord. | | 
| __ © , *2dly, Gov manifeſts Bimrelf in his Word. 
II The diſcoberies which his works and his 
=O ways have made of him are ſv clear, that thoſe 
= art juſtly ſaid to be Fools, and to have no e- 
uſe, who ſay * in their hearts, there is no 
+ God.“ In addition, however, to theſe diſ- | 
coveries, he hath favoured us with others of 
4 very important nature. From this pure 
+ ſource * is e full information of thoſe 
| tender 
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vc mercies: e which his ack 

fections would thine. with a luſtre too Por 
for guilty mortals to behold. The God of 
nature is a being in whoſe goodneſs the inno- 


cent may truſt, but poſſeſſed at the ſame time 


of juſtice, which the workers of iniquity can 
neither corrupt nor appeaſe, and of holineſs, 
before which they muſt tremble to appear. 
Zut the God whom the goſpel reveals is not 
only reconcileable, but actually reconciled to 
men. In the face of Jeſus, the expreſs i- 
« mage of his perſon, his glory is beheld.” 
In that wonderful diſpenſation of which he is 
the author, we ſee him ſatisfying the demands 
of offended juſtice, and purchaſing a right to 
confer pardon and grace on the chief of fin- 
ners. The deſtroying angel is remeved from 
the gate of paradiſe ; and a free communica- 
tion between heaven and earth is opened. A 
et new and living way is conſecrated, by which 


4 thoſe who were afar off may be brought 


s nigh unto God.” A channel is prepared for 
_ conveying good and perfect gifts to the chil- 
dren of men. Truths which had been kept 
e ſecret ſince the world began, — truths which 
46 many kings and prophets deſired to know, 
and were not permitted, are revealed unto 
< babes. The high and the loſty One who 
4 inhabiteth eternity, condeſcendeth to dwell 


— 


with thoſe who are of A humble and con- 


e trite ſpirit.“ 8 


Such only as are of this Aer feel the 
full e which his e and his 1 


1 


— 


Ta perde obſervers, and; to wicked men, 
ft is a dead letter, and a book that is ſealed.” But 
0 the ſecret of the Lord is with them that 
. bb and to them he manifeſts his co- 

. venant. He preſenteth in à ſtrong light, 

. the ee of his law, and openeth their un- 
erſtandings to underſtand them diſtincthy. He 
| leads them to recognize himſelf, not only as 

bighly exalted, but morebover as ſtanding in 
a a peculiar relation to themſelves,” as having 

e made peace with them by the blood of the 
BE: * croſs, and. as Having: 9 into their hearts 


On Face * non at Fecha. erz » | 
ed in his word, are ßtted to make. 


25 5 their eye is ace to 1 5 


e which recalls their attention, which 


awakes them from their ſlumber, and leads 


them to ſay,.. Ne Surely, the Lord is: here, and 
$.L knew i it not.” Ina word, ſomething oe - 


5 curs daily in the courſe of their ſearch, to 
counteract the influence of temptation, and to 
redouble their anxiety about their everlaſting 

cCopcerns; ſomething to confirm their waver- 

Ang faith, and to reconcile their minds to the 

„ diſpenſations of providence ; ſomething to 
quicken the growth of thoſe fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs which were ready to periſh ; 3. or 

5 ſomething to give them clearer views of the 


permanent intereſt which their Redeemer's 


merits have ſecured for them in the favour of 


| 29%. and of of e wives 1 | is 
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10 oct the aruggle nad the « pris of bar 
- warfare. 3 48 PTS 
_ 4thly, Gop manifeſts himſelf to his bene 1 
in acts of Devotion. t. FT 2 
The buſtle of their ordinary affairs may iſ: 
Bins their attention, and prevent them from 
hearing that voice, in which he ſpeaketh from 
heaven. But if they dedicate ſome ſeaſons to 


meditation and retirement, if in ſecret they . 


I | call upon him who. ſeeth in ſecret, he will 
„ manifeſt himſelf i in a way in which he doth 
t not to the world. 15 Prayer i is an exerciſe 
by which the moſt intimate correſpondence 
g it him is maintained. Purified by faith, 

che ſoul mounteth up on wings as eagles, pla- 

ceth itſelf before the throne of the Ancient of 

days, and obtaineth a view of the unveiled 
ſplendor! of the holy of holies. Oft have thoſe 
W - who are now inheriting the promiſes preſent- 
ed their fervent ſupplications : at the foot-ſtool 
of the mercy-ſeat, and found reaſon after- 
wards to praiſe the Hearer of prayer. And 
ſurely „his hand is not ſhortened that it can- 
< not ſtill ſave, nor hath his ear become hea- 


3 vy that it will not hear.“ In every age, he 


41 will be found of them that ſeek him,“ to 
give them lively impreſſions of his ſtrength 
and majeſty, and grounds of thankfulneſs for 
his peculiar and eee love to their ? 
fouls, 


Again, public ordinances are means of i im- 8 7 5 


proving our ene with God, and of 
| 55 tranſlating 


* - 


_— 


* 


* 


0 1 at „e Ser. 3. 
1 FOE us out of darkneſs des 3 


« lous light.” The mind cannot poſſibly di- 


veſt itſelf of local emotions. There is ſome · 


ting in the ſolemnity of a houſe dedicated to 


the great object of faith and of worſhip; ſome - 
ching in the Ggbt of -a congregation aflembled 
40 call upon him in whom their fathers truſt- 
ed, and were not put to ſhame; ſomething in 
the idea of meeting. with a profeſſed intention 
_ of leaving the world behind us, with its bufi- 
neſs and its cares, and of looking forward to 
that_ untried ſtate upon which we are about 
to enter, which ſerves to fix our attention, and 
to render even our ſenſes inſtrumental! in ele- 


rating the thoughts of the. mind, and in Tefi- 
ning the affections of the heart. Chan 7 


muſt not forlake the aſſembling of themſelves 
together. Cbriſtians are taught, that * the 
power and glory of the Lord are to be ſeen 
ein the fanctuary. He loveth the gates of 
Zion more than all the dwellings « of Jacob.” 


* Thither adoring tribes have gone up to meet 


him, and he hath not ſent them empty away. 
Thus faid David, Lord, 1 have loved the 
4 habitation of thy houſe, and the place where 


« thine, honour . dwelleth. One thing have I - 


«6 defired, and will ſeek after, that 1 may dwell 


32M in the houſe of the Lord all the days of my 
6 life, to behold the beauties of the Lord, and 


44 to inquire in his temple.“ 8 
But more directly ſtill, in that ſolemn 6041. 


nance which we are this day to obſerve, ſpe- 
cial manifeſtations are e made to believers. By 


a 5 „ 


x 


2 ene * 1 3 ab.” > 
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40 God, and this i is the Hr" of heaven.” 
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peer emblems, you are to PHE EFT 


an event, in which all che perfections "of ons {> 


Lord are moſt” ſignally diſplayed. * Jeſus 
« Chriſt is here evidently ſet forth before 


your eyes crucified among vou.“ In him 


mercy. and juſtice, which ſeemed to be at va- 


| riance, are reconciled. In him „ is beheld 


the glory, as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ce ther, full of grace. and truth.“ Here he 


meets thoſe who rejoice and work righ- | 


* teouſneſs, thoſe who remember him i in his 


g e ways, — he meets them at his table, and 
„ maketh himſelf known to them in the 


ce breaking of bread.” ** Their fellowſhip is 
« with the Father, and with Jeſus Chriſt his 
„ Son:” and the feelings of their hearts diſ- 
poſe them to ſay, © The Lord is not far from 
«every one of us, —ſurely the Lord is in this 
«place. This is none other but the houſe of 
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The me . continued. 


. xxvili. 16. 17. . 1 

. Jacob ata out ! of 1 4 and he ſaid = ® 

' Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew 8 © 

it not. And he was afraid, and ſaid, Hou ” 

*  dreadfulis this place! This is none other but WF © 
bo moe 5 God, 5 This is ble N £ 9 ch 
„„ * 

W Iss now enter on the ſecond bead of diſ- ON 
courſe, in which we are, To conſider the $7 
effects which manifeſtatiaons of God are fitted | de 
to e on the human mind. = 25 
1/, THEN, Hcg ſerve to impreſs it with A we Tu 
and Veneration. 1 55 
When Jacob awaked out of his ſleep, = 
his attention continued to dwell on thoſe mag: 5 
nificent and grand objects which in his drean hy 
| had paſſed before him; „ and he was afraid oſt 
and ſaid, how dreadful is this place !” Tb 1, 
ſame ſentiment is produced by every diſplay 1 
of the glory of God. When John ſaw it in e 
Patmos, * He fell down on his face as dead. r 

; 9 Whe bas 


— - 24 
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38; When 1 Peter ſaw Telus: afting 3 as "tis 5 
ſovereign of nature, by ſuſpending its laws, 
he fell down at his knees, ſaying, depart 
« from me, for I am a finful man, O Lord.” 37 
Paul, caught up into the third heaven, and „„ 1 
hearing unſpeakable things, which it is not bs 
lawful for a man to utter, was ſo ſtrongly a 
W gitated, that whether he was in the body, or 5 
= out of the body, he could not tell. The ſe= * _ 
= raphim who miniſter before the throne, ca- 

not behold the. glory of him that ſitteth there- 

on, by reaſon of its brightneſs, and Have 
| they: cover their faces with their wings. „„ 

Such, indeed, are the effects which the view _ 

of excellence, united with majeſty, naturally 

inſpires. - When we confider that he who is 
glorious in _ holineſs, and fearful in, praiſes, 

and wonderful in wary; 4s * not. far from 
«6 every one of us;” we feel, in an eminent 
degree, the impreſſions of ſobriety and ſeri- _ 
oufneſs. The influence of this world is di- 

' miniſhed, and for a ſeaſon, we forget i its plea- 

ſures, its buſineſs, and its cares. Our words 
are few and well choſen, and our whole foul 
is wrapt up in adoration and wonder. ; 

Connected with this frame of ſpirit is that 
baiticy: with which a Chriſtian ought ever 

to be clothed. Having reflected on the ma- 
jeſty and greatneſs of him who ſetteth his glo- 
ry above the heavens, we naturally inquire, Th 
what are we, or what were our fathers? The 
impropriety of following out the compariſon 
| is eee and we are prevented from think- 
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ing of burtelves more highly, tha 5 we e ought 
75 bog 1 8 Thoſe views which the goſpel. pre- 
_- ſents even of the mercy and loving kindneis 
of the Lord, are peculiarly fitted to humble 
the ſoul; means the moſt unlikely are uſed to 
ec e moſt important ends; « things 
that are deſpiſed hath God choſen, yea and 
things that are not, to bring to nought the 
40 things that are, — that no. feſb may glory in 
e bis preſence.” Let us then conſider every 
«diſcovery, whether of the greatneſs or of the 
grace of God, as a rebuke to pride and haugh- 
tineſs, as a mean of producing that poverty 
5 of ſpirit which characteriſes thoſe of whom is 
tlie kingdom of heaven. Let lowly and un- 
| aſſuming thoughts of ourſelves be conſidered. 
nàt the ſame time, as means of improving our 
| acquaintance with God, and of obtaining thoſe 
peer manifeſtations which be maketh to his 
EE: choſen. tee All thoſe things, (faith the, Lord) 
- e hath 1 mine hand made, and all thoſe things 
=. 40 have been, but to this man will I look, even 
5 «to him that is poor, and of a contrite ſpi- ty 
at rit, and that trembleth at my word. 1 
- 2dly, Manifeſtations of God encourage. his 1 
people to put their Truſt in his Nam. | 
This effect was to be produced on the mind 
of Jacob by the viſion at Bethel. Amid the 
- ſolitude and filence of a moſt deſolate ſcene, 
his heart was about to ſurrender itſelf to grief 
-and melancholy, and cart imagination would 
. | . | naturally 
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"ones ſuggeſt, that be was an Sell from 
the comforts of ſociety, and fnom the pro- 
tection of Providence.” But he who had been 
che mhield of bis fathers; and their exceeding | 
ard, choſe this as a fit ſeaſon to de- 


— 


Clare, that he was to keep. | him 4 In all- places 5 
whither he went, and to bring him again into 


that land which he then felt it ſo painful to 


— leave. The effect of his declaration was ſuch . 


as it might be expected to produce on a chind 
ſuſeeptible of religious impreſſions. When 


6 Jacob awaked out of his fleep,” gratitude 5 
75 auch tontidence' mingled hemſelves with that ; 
veneration which had elevated his ſoul in the 


preſence of the Lord: nor did be leave the 


ſacred" place till, by ſuch ceremonies as were 
uſwal in that age of the world, he had erected 


a memorial of this ſignal interpoſition. 


In like manner, the ordinary diſcoveries, : 
__ which God maketh of himſelf, are intended 
to ſupport his people under the troubles that 

may fall to their lot. When alll other objects 


are found to be unſatisfying and uncertain, 


there is one to which the heart may with ſafe- 
ty cling, one to which, in every moment of 


anxiety and diſtreſs, it may return; like the 


dove, which found a ſhelter in the ark of 
Noah, when weary: wich nee over che | 
: are” of the „„ 075 


Two things are apt to 190 or to i en 


our truſt in God: ignorance of his real cha- 
racter, and a ſuſpicion of our unworthineſs 5 


” enjoy that N which we may have 


on 4 eh „ as > 3 N 1 WEE learned 
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ing. Both are removed by the. diſcoveries 

5 which. he maketh to his ſervants. The hu- 
man mind is naturally dark: and even after 
we have begun to be illuminated by the ſpirit 
of truth, we know only in part, and are ſub- 
ject to that uneaſineſs which attends a ſtate of 


then be the language of every ſoul which 
hath: had fellowſhip with him; the language 


* 1 


uncertainty and doubt. But when the Moſt 
High condeſcends to converſe with us fami- 
liarly, as a man doth with his friend, we ob- 


tain an evidence, which to us is as ſatisfying 


as the evidence of ſenſe, that he poſſeſſeth in 


an equal degree thoſe perfections which are 


the objects of love, and thoſe for which he is 
to be had in reuerence. But ſtill it may be 


ſaid, will God in very deed dwell. with men 


upon the earth,—with men who have abuſed 


his goodneſs, and deſerved his indignation ? 
It is meet that we ſhould feel our unworthi- 


neſs; but that we may not ſorrow, even as 


others that have no hope, the Lord demon- 
ſtrates, by his dwelling with men, that his 


condeſcenſion is equal to his greatneſs; that 
none of his children are overlooked by their 


Father; that even prodigals may be received 
with open arms, and reſtored to the privileges 


which they had fooliſhly forfeited. Let this 


of every ſoul which his grace hath redeemed. 


I will remember the years of the right hand 
of the Moſt High; ſurely I will remember 


| 06 thy wonders of old —I will ſay of him, He 


66 18 


_' 


en pu, 7 2 on at Bethel. R 


* is my R and- my fortreſs, my God, in 


Him will I truſt.— Althoꝰ the fig · tree ſnould 


not bloſſom, neither ſhould fruit be in the 
e vine, the labour of the olive ſhould fail, 


* and the field ſhould yield no meat, the flock. 
« ſhould be cut off from the fold, and there 
% ſhould be no herd in the ſtall ; yet will I re- 


. Joice in the Lord, and will Joy in the 06 8 


% of my ſalvation.” _ 
- 3dly, Manifeſtations of God animate the O- 


bedience of his Servants. 


Jacob did not ſatisfy bang FIT with ſpeaking 


_ reſpectfully of him whoſe preſence he had en- 
joyed ; nor did he account the erecting · a pil 
lar at Bethel, an adequate teftimony of the 


gratitude which had taken poſſeſſion of his 


| heart. That God, who had been with him 


at this intereſting ſeaſon, and in whom he 
truſted for ſecurity in every future danger, he 


viewed as intitled to his moſt dutiful homage, 
and therefore ce he vowed a vow, that ned 


« Lord ſhould be his God.” 
It happens, even in ordinary life, that men 


who in diſſolute company place themſelves in 


the chair of the feorner, and glory in their 


ſhame, when introduced into the preſence of 


fome venerable ſaint, are not only reſtrained 
from defending their crimes, but proceed even 


to join in the praiſes of virtue. But if the 
preſence of a mortal, how eminent ſoever, be. 


capable of producing any good effect upon 


wy charakter, may it not be expected that the 


C . . preſence 
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| preſence.of him who-ſeapchchithgrhearts and 1 
ofe tribunal we muſt ſtand, will make us 


ches to depart from iniquity, and to im- 


ately to amend our ways. 


nk J Ser. 


At w 


prove in that holineſs which will render us 


. temples; wherein he may delight to dwell, 1 
r have heard of thee, (ſaid Job), by the hearing 
of the ear; but now mine eye ſeeth thee + 


« wherefore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt 


t and aſhes.” The more that we know of the 
divine perfection and glory, the more ſhall we 

be ſtruck with the contraſt which it forms 
with our conduct. And when we are thus 
led to a proper ſenſe of ſin, and of our need 


of re formation, we ſhall be be op 1 


It is impoſſible to hols the beauty of a 


: Tord, without feeling i its power over the Af. 
fections of the heart; and when the heart hath 
fixed itſelf on any object, defires to pleaſe and 


to reſemble that object are produced. If with 


a ſteady eye, we contemplate thoſe perfections 


which the Lord hath ſhown to belong to him, 
we ſhall ſoon feel the contemplation to be at- 


0 a, with an aſſimilating and «transforming: 
The copy. will be more perfect in- 


Feed whey the original is exhibited i in a more 


ſtriking point of view. When he who is our 
life ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for we 


«© ſhall ſee him as he is.“ At preſent we ſee 
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5 through a glaſs darkly; bur to thoſe who fear 
God, chis darkneſs i is diminiſhed daily; for his 
CA Teure is * e SA, 10 their path is as the 
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1 « ſhining light, which ſhineth more Lid more 
. Unto che perfect daß. With open face, be- 
. holding, as in a 'glaſs, the glory of the .. 
they are changed into the ſame image, frem 
* glory to glory," even 1 wu PEN! Ws" ADE: 
% Lord.? ; 
All, Nadi ten, of: God give; 1 is Aa 
foretaſte of the We to de afterwards e = 
| ede „ FOES it | 
io What Jabb- Bir! of is divine. wo led 1 
hid to conſider this world as a theatre too nar- 
ro for the full diſplay” of it; and therefore, 
when of that ſpot of earth which had been 
' fo ſignally honoured he reſpecttully ſaid, 
ec this is none other but the houſe of Gage” 
he looked forward to manſions in which it 8 
was more worthy of ſo exalted a being to 
dwell, and ee, on ann is the Leary ve Hea-: Þ 
. : 
Indeed, it is impelitia; 6 to chink juſtly. I 
"Dot without ſuppoſing the exiſtence of a fu- 
- ture ſtate: of retribution. It is a- firſt truth in 
religion, that the Lord is juſt in all his WAYS... 
- His juſtice determines him to reward the fide- 
ey of his ſeryants, and to pour forth indigna- 
tion and wrath on the workers of iniquity.. In 
the preſent aſpect of Providence, however, 
myſteries are found, which, without recurring 
to the doctrine of a future ſtate, it is impoſſible 
00 explain: Conſcience too, which is a ſourcfde 
of the moſt exqviſite enjoyment or miſery to- 1 
en 1 8 its nee in oe remarkable a. 
ng 5 3 degree, 
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ference to a higher tribunal, at which they are 
| afterwards to be reviewed and affirmed. ' | 
Again, that delight which communion with 
5 God affords is ſo ſweet to the ſouls of his peo- 


ple, that they earneſtly wiſh to have it prolong- 
ed and increaſed. Thoſe diſcoveries of his 


: majeſty and condeſcenſion which he vouch - 
fafes to them, they conſider as the moſt valu - 
able privileges which mortals enjoy. But even 


in theſe their minds do not reſt. On the con- 


trary, they would gladly have their connexion 
with this vain world diffolved, that they might 
' behold the face of their Father in righteouſneſs, 


and be ſatisfied with his likeneſs When Jeſus 


was transfigured on the Mount, thoſe favour- 


= ed diſciples who witneſſed that glorious ſcene, 


5 were fo unwilling to leave it, that they ſought. 


to erect three tabernacles, one for their Lord, 


. 


like manner, as we retire from our ordinary 


affairs; as oft as we meet with the Father of 


our ſpirits; we feel holy deſires and ardent 
longings after more intimate and more unin- 
- © terrupted fellowſhip with him. Such defires 

are the effects of his preſence: and certainly 


that juſtice and loving Kindneſs which he thus 


© demonſtrates himſelf to poſſeſs, will never per · 

mit him to diſappoint the expectations, to im- 
poſe on the eredulity, and to ſport with the 
feelings of thoſe who are moſt ſolicitous to 
* and to pleaſe him. 


If the effects n confidered as, git. 
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one for Moſes, and one for Elias. As oft, in 
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| - ced by a view of the glory of God, ſerve to 


ſtrengthen the principles of good conduct, this 


effect confirms our faith in the great motive 

by which we are led to maintain it. Shall We 
not ſeek then to improve in that purity of 
heart which will fit us for ſeeing God, and to 
abound in thoſe fruits of righteouſneſs whien 

are by Jeſus Chriſt to his glory and praiſe? 


Having this pledge, that our labour is not in + 


: | vain, —thus brought to the very 8a te of hea- ; 


ven, —ſhall wejnot adhere ſtedfaſtly to our prin- 


ciples, and be unmoved by the temptations and 
_ difficulties which will be e when we return 
to the world? | 2 
I o0o conclude: Sore may ka treat this 
5 doctrine with ſcorn, and conſider. a diſcourſe 


on communion with God as ſavouring of en- 


thufiaſm. But we would exhort them to re- 
flect on their ſituation and conduct. Le in- 
conſiderate mortals, deſpiſe not privileges of 
which ye have had no experienee. Seek to 
know them, before ye pronounce. yourſelves 
competent judges of their value. The na- 
t tural man receiveth not the things of the 
_« ſpirit of God: for they are fooliſhneſs unto 
„ him; neither can he know them, for they 
s are ſpiritually diſcerned.” But we would not 
have you ignorant of this, that if ye call not 
5 on the Lord to manifeſt the glory of his grace, 
in delivering you from the bondage of corrup- 
tion, he will hereafter manifeſt the glory of 
- his juſtice in your final condemnation. Be 
perſuaded then by the terrors of the Lord; or 
FFF rather 


W 


c ever hid: from your: J. 0 
Again, we would addreſs 8 of i õnm 


3535 lade, eee thenicledy of 2 


Dion, thoſe who maychave ſed their hearts to 


ſeek the God of their fathers, but are .. 


- mourning, that it is not with: them as in times 
paſt; that his way is in the ſea, and chat bis 


footſteps are not known. Think not, brethren, 
chat you are utterly forſaken; or that even | 


this diſpenſation may not miniſter to your im- 
provement. Perhaps there is ſtill ſome iniqui- 
ty in your hand, which rhis trial warns you to 


remove; ſome undue: attachment to the pre- 


ſent world, which this, proof, that your reſt 


. not here, is: meant to diminiſh. It, is hard 
Wh. ae, endure the hiding of your Father's 


face, and painful to think that it ĩs covered. with 
Frowns. But while this remains a ſource of grief 
and complaint, ſorrow not even as others who. 
have no hope. Let the peculiar promiſes 


which are made to the mourners in Zion, be 


called into your memories; let your fervent 


8 is 35 eden be made for the fulfilment of 


them; and let the faithfulneſs of him that hath 
'* promiſed be your ground of truſt, that you 
hall not ſeek his face in vain. Sorrow may 


"> « endure for a night, but joy cometh. in the 
+06 ern | Uto d is de ec ariſeth 
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5 oratkailetblogiodach lead you to xepentance, 
and bind you to his ſertiee. “ In chis, your 


Po day of merciful viſitation attend tothe things 
. << which belong to your e they be for . 
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Lace ems mn ic fren, or who. © 
op ſee, the glory 97 Lord . : e exhorted = 
140 vale. and, to. j;mpaeve. 0 high a ese. 
Praiſe; and adore bis.ggageleenfion in de- 
ing with, meg- Singe he hath chan you. as 
Kroon petting his-Spiris, :Palluts.ngt theſs em- 
2 mina or haſe „Set, a £5 
* alas on re that you may ſtoop 
to no compliance which may degrade your 
N character. But, on the other hand, guard 
| vith care againſt the remoteſt tendency to ſpi- 
ritual pride and vain glory. Your. privileges 
are indeed ineſtimable; but as you had no 
hand i in procuring, and have no right to re- 
tain them, be not above meafure exalted. 
While you ſtand, take heed leſt you fall. Be 
. diligent in the uſe of appointed means, and 
regular in your attendance on inſtituted wor- 
| ſhip. But ſuffer not yourſelves to think that 
theſe will ſuperſede the neceſſity of fulfilling 
the weightier matters of the law. By going 
with the multitude that keep holy days, you 
aſſume a profeſſion which, in ordinary life, 
it muſt be your buſineſs to adorn. The God 
whom we ſerve, © is not a God that hath 
©« pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil 
„ dwell with him.” “ The kingdom of heaven 
« is not meats and drinks, but righteouſneſs, 
* and 1 and i Joy in the Holy Ghoit. Let 
oy every 
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et every one,  therefo re, that nameth the name 
of Chriſt depart from iniquity. Let thoſe 
E who have believed in God be careful to 
« maintain good works.” So ſhall we be pre- 
1 for the exerciſes and enjoyments of 
God's banqueting houſe : So when ſeated at 
his holy table, ſhall we be diſpoſed to ſay, It 
4 is good to be here: this is none other but 
es the houſe 'of God, and this is the gate of 
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_ The Believer 8 Joy in Chriſt Jeſus. 


C7 Hexar Howren, D. D. 


8 +; | 
f Es 8 at Leith, [tes 22. 1 770, ar abe 
| "__ the Lord's . 1 5 


” Þ n 


88 


Are, vi viii. 39. 


ys A. went en bis way rejoicing, 


i HI 8 is the concluſion of the intereſtiog 
. inſtructive hiſtory of the converſion 
| of the Ethiopian eunuch. It commences at 
the 26th verſe, and exhibits to us a perſon 
highly diſtinguiſhed. by his rank in life, and 
much more by his piety, on his return from 
. Jeruſalem, to which he had reſorted to Join 
in the ſolemn worſhip of one of the great 
- Jewiſh feſtivals, to Ethiopia, the theatre of 
his ſecular employments. To amuſe the te- LE: 
: diouſneſs of the road, and to fix the ſerious 
5 impreſſions which the ſervice of the temple 
| had made upon his mind, he betakes himſelf 
to the reading of thoſe ſacred books which, 
as a proſelyte to Judaiſm, he received as the 
rule of his faith and conduct. That Provi- 
. dence which watches over all events, and was 
haſtening its gracious deſigns upon him to 


6. The Believer's Joy in Chrift Jer. 8er. 3. 

| ; their accompliſhivient, at once directs the ſub- 
ject of hjs reading; and ſends an igterpreter. 
I ̃ÿ he good ſeed of the word, being caſt into a 
well-pre ared ſoil, edily brings. forth. fruit 
5 unt 604 1 1 del of Candace, Queen 
pf the Ethiopians, becomes a diſciple of * 


of Nazareth: He reads, he underſtands, he 


believeth, and is baptiſed: He is filled 4" 
Peace and Joy. in eee He were: on fs. 
TC 
You have, this day, Chriſtians, ediſon 
baptiſmal enga emepts; y have profeſſed 
PFaour faith and hope in the Lamb, lain from. 
| -.._ the foundation of the world: you have been. 
with this illuſtrious and early convert to Chri- 
ſtianity, 1 ps laring, that with all your : 
ncart, Tou elicve 7 that Jeſus Cb is the Son. 
7 Cod. Would God grant che deſire of my 
heart, concerning. every one in this great al- 
- Tembly, 5 youth ould ith. 'him' allo. 0 on your | 
1 ge Tejoicing., ur by the grace of God, 
21 a contribute fe mo to an end 0 de- 
5 1 bab le, Permit me, from the circytaſtances of 
a Mort hiſtory, or. from obvious conclu- 
Kone founded upon it, to poi nt out ſome” of: 
the Tources. of the behever's Joy in Chriſt Je- 


| abt 3, and then to rect you to Tuch a walk. 


ww 4 


and 5 as, by the bleſſing” of Hea- 
Ven, may con duce | to Jour true peace and 
comfort through liße, at a dying hour, and! in 
the glorious | world. of unmixed age: Keb 
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way homewa 
that he reads is but a dead letter, as. 2 ſpring 

| ſhut up, a; fopgntain ſealed... deen bs AR® 
pal at the Jewiſh. metrop: lis, : 
_ doubt: be: informe! 
vents; which had ſo pen engaged the wn 


The ker, 70 in aun if Tein 6 e 
a 2 No n We behold, this ood ſs J man. refoicts ing: OD 


u be goes, 1585 Gag, had, been. e res 4, 
pleaſed, and, by means ſo won derful to reveal _ 
to him his Son. Chriſt] Jeſus, Fr Top | 
through his blood, He was, bleffed, WER” 
teachable diſpoſition, be bad a 4 heart turned 
to devotion z . modeſt 
defatigable, he. had : came 40 3 eruſalen 11 * 
worſhip, 5 he waitegl | for che con! ſolation [6 11 
rael; he was in the habit of diligently fearch= 


fatration 


inquiriog, zealous, „in: 


ing the ſcriptures 3 . but beh ! 100d, he 1 15, on, his BEL 
d, ill in the dark; Abe: Ford 


he would. na 
of the, late ingen reſting, & | 


of; men; the 


eryeifixion of Chriſt, 1 progreſs of, his. * 


oſtles, the martyrdom, of: Stephen,, and the 


like : But, whether, from bis kane; of che 
ſeriptures, and of the real character of Je us 
Chriſt, or from che prejudices inſt 


led into 


him by ſome Jewiſh teacher, who, in all proha» 


dility, directed his faith and conſcience; 3 theſe 
events,. however ſtriking, had failed to make 


much imppreffion, : he remains till. ignorant 


_ that the promiſed. Meffias was already come 
and that there was no name under heaven 
given among men, whereby, they, .coplg be 


rendered acceptable. 10 God, and ſaved, but 


the. name of him whom the Jews bad juſt arue 
eh _ Lain. Aus, no . be is fully in- | 


ſtructed | 


nds 


— 


Believe v in Crt Fer. Ser. 5 5 


raged 3 in the meaning and application of the 

prophecies; now that the veil is removed from 

| his eyes, and the great myſtery of godlineſs 

ſtands confeſſed; now that he ſees Chriſt Je- 

ſus the Lord, in what Moſes inſtituted, David 
ſung, and e foretold ; his heart overflows 

with gratitude and gat : and may we not 


ſuppoſe him, in language ſuch as this, expreſ-" 


ſing the wonder and the joy which filled" his 


ſoul? 2 


4 Glo to God in the higheſt, ile the 
ec deſire of all nations it come; that the ſcrip- 


c tures are fulfilled ; that the ſun is riſen, and 

et the ſhadows fled away; and that it is a 

= light to enlighten the Gentiles, as well as 
the glory of Ifrael. But what am I, O Lord 

. *© God, that to me this grace ſhould be given * 

«an Ken a wanderer from Ethiopia! ig- 

2 norant, bewildered, helpleſs ! Now know I 


e of a truth that thou art no reſpecter of per- 
6 ſons; that he who fincerely ſeeks, ſhall cer- 
"= tainly find thee; that thou wilt have mercy 


„on whom thou wilt have mercy. What 
ſhall I render unto the Lord, who has made 


©& me a choſen veſſel to convey his name, and 


& his Son's name; to diſtant nations and re- 
© pions of darkneſs? I. came hither empty, 


but I return filled with good things. Once 


4% I was in uncertainty and obſcurity, but now 


0% am light i in the Lord, for the glory of the 
Lord is ariſen upon me. TI read, but un- 
t derftood not what I read: but God has gra- 


« * clouſly preſented me with the 2 key 
1 which 


** 


8 
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933 "which 3 Ie paſſage to the treaſures 3 
5 « of ſcripture, | infinitely. more precious: a 
5 « thoſe which my royal miſtreſs has intruſted 
do my care: now have I found him to whom 
4 all the prophets give witneſs; him whom 
« my ſoul loveth ; my Saviour and my God: 
« And I will go in his ſtrength ;, I will make 
1 mention of his . even of his 
C . 
Have you 81 of the Lax: Chriſtiats, . 
like cauſe of rejoicing, from your attendance 
on the ſervice of his houſe and table this day? 
Tou perhaps came hither, as Mary, inquiring, 
weeping, and complaining, They have ta- 
ken away my Lord, and I know not where 
1 they have laid him;“ but are now ready to 
retire in the ſatisfaction and triumpf of 81- 
meon, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant 
t depart in peace, according to thy word. 
« For mine eyes have ſeen thy, ſalvation.” 
Fold the beginning of your confidence ſted- 
faſt unto the end. The eternal God is your re- 
fuge, and underneath are the everlaſting arms; 
ye ſhall renew your ſtrength; ; ye ſhall mount 
up on wings as eagles; ye ſhall run and not 
weary ye. ſhall walk and not faint. | 50 


. 


5 and Pa wan, is his admiflen into the - 
family of Chriſt by baptiſm, and all the privi- 
leges connected with that high dignity. Having 
heard and taſted of the grace of Chriſt, he 
cannot reſt till he is ſolemnly united to that 

| venerable 


| f @. The Beyer 175 n a Tour. n Ser. 4 
venerable name, and | profeſies the n rea- 
dipeſs | to rehgn ever J thing that mi ght pre- 


Jen, to comply 1575 every thing that might 
procure. fo great a 'blefling *'*"See,” here is 


n 


3 . VS 9 y 


: & water; : what doth e me to be Hap- | 


ed?” 


$53. 4 333 £5 


pers of the true God, though in the oe: 
3 court, of his houſe only; and in order to ob- 


5 tain | that honour, had chearfully' ſübmitted, 


> IF 
5 ſtated. times, to the inconvenience, pain, and 


3 fatigue of ate ious | Journey through. inhoſpis - 


I fable regions, . 15 under A \ burnjt og ir and 
no his z Zell ap nd devotion x meet a glorts 


155 ous recompence, which ſmqoths ihe rugged- | 


ſs of t e "WAY, and tempers the ardours of 


11 


4 noon-tide de heat. He nad left the court of 


26 e 0 85 
7*= 38 great Queen, There Re was refpetted, Nee, 1 


| and truſte d, 10 d 0. homage to, the King 
Hogs $ and. beh6ld, ſuch” love. hath the Fas 


er beltowed up hs ; he is truly dignified | 


* and cunobled ; Ke is ebcouraged to call God; 
85 Father, and Jelus his Friend; "angels His fel- 
EA 4 low-ſcrvants ; . apoſtles, and prophets, and 
: faints, Bis brethren. ' 3 What joy equal to that 
of conũderiug one's ſelf as connected with an 
extenſive, A wiſe, a virtuous, and an honour- 


175 the lüſtte wy f eſpect of an eſtimable houſe ? 
5 And Ald Eindred” ſo numerous, ſo worthy, 

fo r reſſ pectable i, What b 
that S's which the 


3 : aca 1 e 111 aL ob} + Pry + {6% +: 


He had hitherto reckotied i it a digtpgwiched 9 
7 bonou r to. be admitte d among the wotthip- 


able (6 TL and of contributing a a thare' to 


ule ſo 8 as 


4 
n 
* % 
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OY be ad recewed by baptim, which Be 

2 to adorn by his virtues, where he "lives 1 5 

in complacency | and delight, and to which he 

: is united by bonds endearin , \ndiffolyable, $ 
eternal: and this honour : an hap pineſs Have 
all the ſaints. You have this day, my 3 5 4 


+ . £4 ba of, - of Fi 
been fitting at, your Father” s table, and eating 


LA 4 1 


children 5 bread ; taſting the heavenly manna, 55 


21241. 23-554 


and drinking, the water, of. life; converfing 


ALS 4 


with, . your beſt, friends,. and holding « comm nmu 
nion with God himſelf, However mean 7 7 
5 condition in the world, however contracted | 
or diſtreſſing your circumſtances, the. great 
Lord of all looks down upon you with atten- 
tion; angels are miaiſtring ſpirits to your ne- 
ceſſſties; z and there is a kingdom prepared for 
vou from the foundation af the world. And 
what have the ghilgren, of Kings to hog 18 
compared to this? TE het | 
At that table your 1 Rat rs e vou to 

a bis and your Father and God, as his diſciples. 
and brethren, and friends; recommending vou 
to the care of his Providence, the conduè and 
conſolations of his Spirit, and all the bleſlings : 
of his love; and you can henceforth ſooth 
all your anxieties and Pains, , in the belief, that 
the great God takes an intereſt in all that con- 
cerns you: your health, your ſubſiſtence, your 
reputation, your family: and will aſſuredly 
make all things work together for your good: 
Thus diſburthened, thus ſupported, thus con- 
nected, muſt you not proceed on | the Journey | 


of 


e n be or ie inte ee hoo en oo HE OL 2 6 


9 


* 


— 


* 
— a 


* 


'3 vation of ſpirit, with Joy. of heart. 


m. We muſt ſuppoſe this good Ethiopian 
rejoicing as he went on his way, in 'the new, 


the clearer, the more juſt and ſatisfying ideas 
he was now taught to entertain of the Su- 
preme Being, his nature, his will, his worſhip. 

He had, indeed, already taken one great ſtep 
in religion, in renouncing the gods of his fa- 


* 


thers, and acknowledging the one living and 


true God: but ſo erroneoufly did he ſtill con- 
ceive of that God, ſo contracted ſtill were the 


views of our illuſtrious traveller, that, till 
now, he confined his notions of religious wor- 
ſhip to one mode, and a particular ſpot, a ſpot 


far removed from his uſual refidence. Jeru- 
| falem, he had been inſtructed to think, is the 
place where men ought to worſhip. 'But the 
doctrine of the bleſſed Jeſus expands his mind, 


and inſpires nobler ideas of the Father of Spi- 8 
rits. As he approached the holy city in times 
poaſt, how would his heart glow when firſt he 


deſcried the lofty battlements of the Temple : 
the place which God had choſen to put his 
name there: * Behold, O Lord, the habitation 
cc of thy holineſs and glory. I ſhall ſoon be 
ic where God delights to dwell ; my feet ſhall 
4 ſtand once more in the courts of the Moſt 


EA 


40 High: I ſhall take ſhelter under the ſhadow 


& of his wings, and mix with the happy, hap- 

% py multitude, who are continually. before 
c him. Beautiful for ſituation, the joy of the 
e whole earth, | is Mount Zion; on the fides of 
25 the 


a. 


26 n. Beleve' Jy in ce Fur. "Fg 3. | 
2 ue, with Grmneſs, with chearfulneſs, d 1 


„ „ rw; ne 


o 
1 


„ 
wY 


( 


n 


wn 


ge he north, the city of che Great King: God 
. is known in her palaces for a refuge. The 
: ſolemnity was now over, and he is conſtrained, 
by the neceflity of his affairs, to turn his back 
on the ſcene of his devout employments, and 
undoubtedly he did it with a heavy heart. 


When that God, whole preſence i is univerſal, 


and his power unlimited, conyerts the deſert 
into a temple, kindles the ſacred flame with 
fire brought immediately from the heavenly 
altar, and conveys an inſtructor to him on the 
ſwift wings of the wind: How would the ſa- 
cred volume now unfold its ſublime and my- 
ſterious truths to his comprehenſion ! He 
would find that ſame prophet, who firſt led 
bim to the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified, conducted alſo to juſt and encou- 
raging views of the majeſty and cõndeſcen- 


fion of God, as the high and lofty One who 


* jnhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is holy, 
„ who dwelleth in the high and holy place: 
« with him alſo, that is of a contrice and 
« humble ſpirit; to revive the ſpirit of the 


« humble, PR to revive the heart of the eon- 


. « trite ones.” Now he is taught to conſider 
the ſpacious expanſe of heaven as one great 

| temple ; : And how contracted, how mean does 

even the magnificent pile on Mount Zion ap- 


pear ! compared to that gloriouſly ſublime 


arch, that ſtar-beſpangled vault, which ſpreads 
its vaſt circumference over the metropolis of 


thiopia, as well as over that of Judea, Is it 


y wonder that he went on his way rejoicing, 


when he — in this delightful perſua · 
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ſion, 


N. 8 "oy OO ws och ps, en- 
W Pallet dis path and bis bed, ebe 
ns with favour, as. with a field? 1s. it” 4 
"wonder, that the ſcorching heat of the ſu an, the 
_ -dreatinels of vaſt and frightful ſolſtudes, and 
| The other hardſhips of the way, were unfelt, or 
'ceaſed t to afflict? when he could read, and witk 
Mp Hull underſtanding, * Behold. he a Keepeth 
= | & Iſrael, thall neither ſlumber nor fleep. The 
i Lord i 1s thy keeper, the Lord is s thy ſhade 
* upon thy Nb Wand. The ſun ſhall not 
© ſmite thee by day, nor the moon by night.“ 
4 would not now need. to. inquire, of whom _ 
5 : Þ * the prophet thus, when employing that 
3 beautiful imagery borrowed from the ſtate of 
| Nature ic in regions with which he was ſo well 
acquaipted. 1 A man ſhall be as an hiding 
place from the wind, and a covert from the 
45 tempeſt: as rivers of water in a dry place, U 
4 2s = ſhadow of a great rock in a weary 
4M land.” 5 And now that he ſaw accompliſhed, | 
in a more exalted ſenſe than he had hitherto 
z apprehended, that other prediction of the fame 
great hera of the Saviour: In the wil- 
I derneſs ſhall v waters break out, and ſtreams 
4 in the deſert; and the parched ground ſhall 
e become a pool, and the thirſty land ſprings 
35 4 of water. In the habitation of dragons, 
© where each lay, ſhall be graſs with reeds and 
4. ruſhes. And a highway ſhall be there, and 
KF, way, and it ſhall be called the way of ho: 
185 Wy lineſs; the unclean ſhall not paſs over it, 
3 "« N it alt be for thoſe; The 5 5 Haring 
1 4 men, 


„ And the ranſomed of the Lord 
% and come to Zion with ſongs, and ex 


® ing joy upon their heads: they ſhall oben 
i 2 err and: been e 
I 46: ſhall flee away. 

g . retire. * 
4 and purſue our journey through the wilder- 
N neſs. But we walk not unaccompanied : He 
b is faithful who hath promiſed, ** My preſence 
B _ +; ſhall go with you, and I will give you: reſt,” 

] I will never leave nor forſake thee. When 
: thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will „ be 
5 with thee ; and through the rivess, they 
. «6; ſhall not overflow thee: When thou walk 

N et eſt through the fire thou ſhalt not be burnt; 

| neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee.” = 
; Hence we-{can rejoice in the words of the 


1 have been juſt nom ſinging . Tea, 
„ though I walk through the valley of the 
<< ſhadow, of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff 8 
comfort me. Surely goodneſs and mercy 
* thallfollow me all the days of my life: and 
<1 vilkduel ras, of _— a: (te Lond for | 
: eee oh 01-51 tet rel. = 
. AS} 111 l 1 HTK 
5 meh e the go 155 opens ꝛ0 our x view,  exhibiran= 


wa l be eee t nor 4 ahy raenabe beaft 5 
| _ go up-thereon ; it mall not be found 
«there; But the redeemed ſhall walk there. | 


_ 
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other cauſe of holy joy. He went on h 


way rgoicing in hope of the glory of God: in 


hope af a reſurrection from the dead, of ab- 
ſolution in the day of judgement, of reception 
into the kingdom of heaven, of being ever 
with the Lord. Till life and immortality were 
brought to light by the goſpel, futurity was 
covered with darkneſs. impenetrable: all was 
conjecture and uncertainty. In ſome rare in- 
ſtances the ſoul indeed ſeemed to awake to the 
conſciouſneſs and the belief of its divine origi- 
nal, and to look beyond the grave with com- 
poſure and dignity; yet, even ſome of the 


greateſt geniuſes, who entertained this 'perſua- | 


:fion, acknowledge, after all their reaſonings 


and concluſions, that the doctrine of the im- 
mortality of the ſoul might be but a pleaſing 


deluſion ;; a truth rather to be fondly wiſhed, 
than clearly demonſtrated: But the body Was 
© univerſally, and for ever, given up à prey to 


corruption: Not only rude barbarians, but 


the learned, intelligent, penetrating Atheni- 
ans, treated the doctrine of the reſurrection 

as the ravings of a madman. What a noble 
| hiding" 'then, does the meaneſt diſciple of 
Jeſus enjoy, in the knowledge of what is moſt 


intereſting to human nature: How ſolemnly 


pleaſing is it, to look fogards to all che events 
of our future exiſtence, which Chriſtianity 
_ diſcloſes; to the vaſt revolutions which the 


r avg DE nature myſt pb ts che wonder- | 
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5 4 arrangements ol Providence which are to 
| 2 fucceed : 1 


What bra e does not Hm pathize's in "the lr 


of good old Jacob, when, inconſolably mourn- 
ing over the loſs of his beloved ſon, and in a 
land diſtreſſed with famine, he is informed _ 
that his darling child is yet alive; alive ina 
land of plenty; chief governor in that land: 
ſovereign diſpenſer of that plenty; and that he 
| had ſent for him to be a witneſs of his great- 
neſs, to be a partaker of his honour, to be 
preſerved alive in famine by his bounty, to a- 
dide with him in the choice fpot of the coun- T 
try, to be comforted and delighted by his filjal 
duty and affection? Rejoice, O Chriſtian, and 
be exceeding glad! Your brother and friend: 


your tender-hearted Redeemer: He Who was 


dead, is alive, and behold he liveth for ever - 
more; livech in another country, that is an 
heavenly; z a land where ſpring and autumn 
reign in eternal union; and over which he is 
conſtituted ſole adminiſtrator, for the ſuffer- 
ing of death, being crowned with glory and 
honour: having obtained a name that is above 
every name, all things in heaven and in earth 


2 committed to him, and eternal life zt 
his diſpoſal, to give it to as many as he will: 


And Io! he ſendeth for thee, 10 beheld his 
glory, to partake of the inexhauſted plenty of 
that good land, to fix. your everlaſting abode 


in that heavenly Goſhen he is gone before. to 


; propery Tor ou. And O! what glori ous things "5 


i n 


land watered with the pure 1 river 4 he wat 
life, which :pri th from the throne of 
Sod, and the Lamb; planted and ſhaded with 
none but the trees of life, whoſe leaves are for 
be dhe healing of the nations, and whoſe various 
* + Fruits are produced at all ſeaſons of the eternal 
l enlightened, not with a ſun, moon, and 
5 Hare, but with the glory of the Moſt High ; 
1 and peopled only wich ſons of light, the: na- 
5 tions of them that are ſaved: A land where 
= "there is is day without night ʒ joy unſullied by a 
tear; preſent and perfect felicity, ot ſubhjectt 
3 remorſe, nor checked by apprehenſion of 
5 change 3. purity. unſuſceptible of pollution; 5 
imm youth and vigour liable to no age or 
decay; * plecionſly bright and ſmiling faces free 
from ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; per- i 
Felt love that caſts out all fear and ſuſpicion; 
5 and, the crown of all, eternity, that knows 
1 either limit nor. change, And is your heart, 
RI. friend, like the venerable. patriarch's, ready 
57 I "20 faint at the. goo news? Is the ealtneſs 
5 "and? the value of. the bleſſing. too great for be- 
| I Hef? Let Leut Wa wich his, revive, . when 
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2 car is. "this ſame divine ioftiturion of our bleſ. 

- Ted? Maſter ! it carries the foul on rapid wheels | 

40 Chriſt's ſecond coming: like Eljah's fiery 

3 it elevates to heaven, puts us down at 

dur * and Ae us with Abra- 
ham, 
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ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, at a table that is never 
to de removed. G0 on your way rejoicing, 
for now is your ſalvation nearer than when 
you believed: Who would not advance with 
joy ful ſpeed, when ſuch a proſpect is before 
us! Up, up, ye travellers to Zlon; this is not 


your: reſt: Ariſe, let us go ieee : Take in 
your! band, and carefully conſult, the chart of 155 
both countries, that through which your Jour- 
ney lies, and that to which you are travelling: 
Mount the carriages your Father's care and 
tenderneſs have provided; the ſwift; ſmooth 5 
vehicles of meditation, of prayer, of praiſe, | 
of the ſacrament, of holy zeal, of Chri- 
' FU | fiian vſcfulneſs; put and kept in motion, by 
faith, and hope, and love, and joy; and in one 
or other of theſe you ſhall, not long hence, en- 
beer through the everlaſting. gates into the city 
_ of the great King, to go no more out! What 
5 . tough that frightful Jordan roll between? 
Does not our great High Prieſt go be fore us? 
| Do not his feet ſtand firm on dry ground in 
4 the midſt of the channel? and while they do. 
its waters ſhall ſtand as a wall on either hand 
d defend, inſtead of a wall in front to op- 
poſe. Ariſe then, and let us take poſſeffion 
of the promiſed land; and then let Jordan 
roll back his tide, and for ever disjoin us from 
our enemies; our fins, our frailties, our dan- 
gers, our ſorrows; and for ever unite us to 
our deareſt friends; our God, our Saviour, 
our Comforter; our kindred angels, our fel- 
oy ſangts : when from this good Ethiopian s 
5 2, 540 3 . 
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"wh bub we ſhall jearn the ease . 

ry of redeeming love towards him, and with 
- kim, and all oor 1275 ever celebrate the 5c 
. wherein we ſtand. : 


725 8 5 FINALLY, May we not ſuppoſe our 
. Chriſtian proſelyte rejoicing in the proſpect of 
deing made greatly and extenſively uſeful to 
others; of being made the happy inſtrument 
of immortal happineſs to thouſands. Ho 
_ would his heart burn within him with ſacred 
ambition, with affectionate zeal, to think that 
Providence had placed him in a ſtation ſo fa- 
vourable to the intereſts of the. Redeemer's, 


Ts kingdom, as well as of that mighty temporal 


empire, in the adminiſtration of whoſe govern- 
ment he had ſo eminent a ſhare; that his ex- 


5 


alted ſtation and extenſive authority might, 


by the blefling of God, have influence with his 


fellow citizens, perhaps with his ſovereign, to- 
| wards the reception and acknowledgement of 
- that faith, which he himſelf had embraced ; 
and that thus generations to come might call : 
1 5 him bleſſed, while they enjoyed the fruits of 
his labours of love; that by his means, Ethio- 

pia might, according as it is written, ſoon 


ſtretch out her hands unto God! May. we 
not. ſuppoſe him, once more having recourſe 


to. the prophets, and reading with delight of 


| that bleſſed day, when they that be wiſe ſhall 


mine as the brightneſs of the firmament; and 
they that turn many unto righteouſneſs, as 
dhe ſtars for ever . ever: When he thould 


be 
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be honoured to preſent himſelf before the .- 


terial throne, with a numerous retinue of ſpi · 
ritual children, reſcued from Pagan idolatry, 


groſs i ignorance, and barbarous manners, and 
received into the family of the common Father. 


of all, blefſed with tie: om of: anos and. 
| ral to ee 


. FA N . 
* 
+ 


We move in a ene conch more contrac 
ted: but to every one there is his particular 
5 ſphere, i in which he may be greatly, nobly uſe - 
ful: let every one conſider the extent, the 


connections, and dependencies of his own. You, 
have families and friends : the poor, and the, 


ignorant, and the afflicted, you have always 1 
Vith you, . Are there not among you, the 
giddy, the thoughtleſs, and the vain, to be ad- 


moniſhed with. wiſdom, and reproved with 
tenderneſs? are there not the impious and the 


profane,,to be oppoſed. with firmneſs, repre- 


hended by example, reclaimed by goodneſs, 
interceded for with on, or ſeparated 


from with reſolution ? a are not theſe dear, pre - 
cious lambs of the flock the hope of the pre- ; 
| ſent age, and the ſeed of thoſe which are to 
come, to be ſuckled, to be trained up, to be 
protected ?, are not the poor and the afflicted 
of God's people, for whom Chriſt died, to be 
cheriſhed and comforted, with the conſolation 


whereby we ourſelves are comforted of God? 
are theſe, and objects ſuch as theſe, mean or 
vim portant? are they not generally intereſt- 
D „ 


ts eee 9 — Ss: 
_ _ eaule,) «ti once; of God and of humanity, af- 
ford you the moſt fincere ſatisfaction ? Ho 
e a pride of rearing up a Bein gditrr, 
to de the ſear of a family and a name, com- 
pared to the noble ambition of raiſing a tem- 
Pie for the 1 7. Ghoſt 7 how infipid, how 
 xranfient, how unfati ory A gratification, 
that of gerting before others in rank; in riches, 
in reputation, compared to the ſublime de- 
| Kight of working together with God, to bring 
_ rn finners into the way of life and fal. N 
- vation ? how poor an object, that of amaffing 
4 great eſtate for a beloved child, compared 
Vith the divine joy of laying up for bim Etrea- - 
fures in heaven. 3 of raifing young ones up to 
tde lively hope of an inheritance incorruptible, 
_ vndefiled, and that fadeth not away? O chat 
he profeſſed followers of Jeſus were thus 
walking in the ſteps of their great Leader . 
going about doing good; never weary of well- 
doing; ſhining as lights in the world; fulfill- 
ing their on joy, and promoting that of os 
chers. How pleaſantly might the journey of 
life glide on, thus ſweetened, thus variegated; 
thus marked in every ſtage by honour and uſe- 
| fulneſs; and thus with certainty directed to 
nmortal honours, and an unfading crown. 
A few affectionate advices, deemed ſuitable: 
e ern to o your e your 
So „ 
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| deem confilering, after he 1 was made 0 dee 4 


cdl Firſt . to-you | ſhall u be, ds 
vour to imitate: his example preuiaus to the 


period under review; to be diligent and aſ- 
Aduous in the uſe of all the known and inſti- 
tuted means of grace. Read the ſcriptures, 
with what underſtanding you have, though. 
you may want much of that ſatisfying clean - 


neſs you. wiſh to poſſeſs: Go at che appointed 


times to the temple to worſhip, though the 
God of the place may as yet be revealed only. 
in part, and you diſcern, only as in a glaſs; 
darkly: Beware of reſtraining prayer 5 00 
Sod, though the Hearer of prayer may ſeem 
do turn a deaf ear to the voice of your ſup». 
plications. You. have been ſecking conſola. 


tion in waiting upon God in one ordinance, 


and ia the performance of one duty, and you 
have miſſed it; be the more earneſt to ſearch, 
after it in every ordinance and in-every duty * 
of Chriſtian life. That Jeſus: may be found : 
in the wilderneſs of this world, and while you. 
are. employed in the exerciſe of your ordinary: 


lawful callings, who ſees it meet to withdraw: 
Wen from ſolemn religious ſeaſons anck 
4 N Places. 
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| Places Fe poland the deſert of Gaza, not in 
the temple at Jeruſalem, when he was return- 
ing to his ſecular employments, not when en · 
_ in ſanctuary forvices;' that our convert. 
8] ntr d to the acquaintance of his Sa- 
viour. God acts in a manner calculated to con- 


vince us, that he is independent of every thing 


but his own gracious will and pleaſure; but 
be would have us to act as if our ſalvation 
Adiepended entirely on the conſtant ne A de | 


ule of the appointed means. 

2. Would you have a Saaten journey, 
exdearour to go on with ſpirit and alacrity x 
as if your heart were in your work. Agree- 
able and uſeful travelling is the medium be- 


tween violent hurry and careleſs ſauntering. 
The Chriſtian ought not only to be in mo- 
tion, he muſt be making chearful diſpatch. 
is a fort of lazy faint-hearted Chri- 
: ftians, if they can deſerve at all a name ſo ho- 
nourable, whom every ſultry hour, and every 
Tough ſtep, is ready to diſcourage. Thefe 
would be ſatisfied to ſtumber it on through 


There 


Ke, and to awake in heaven as from a plea- 


fant dream They with to be at home, but 
they wiſh to be exempted from the dangers 
and fatigue of the way. But Chriftianity, like 
every other work of God, connects the end 


with the means, and through manifold tribu- 


lations conduQts its diſciple into the kingdom 
af God: Here, thoſe only are encouraged | to 


Look for the prize, wan run in the race; and 


dhe 


f £ ' * 


the crow yy W is laid FRO for han 
whe; endure hardſhip as the good ſoldiers of 
Chriſt, who fight the good fight, who finiſh” 
their courſe, who keep the faith, who endure 
unto the end. It is not poſſible that an in- 
dolent, ſelf- indulging perſon, ſhould be a pro- 
ſperous and a happy Chriſtian. What ſhame. 
is it to the profeſſed followers of Jeſus; to be 
drowſy and ſluggiſh in the plaineſt and eaſieſt 
paths of duty, when he beholds the Saviour, 
for his ſake, ſo ready and ſo chearful to tread 
the moſt rugged and geen mou of . 
. ge? This ſuggeſts, - 
Another direction, and ie hall hs voy 
livered in the words of the apoſtle; „Let us 
« Jay. afide every weight, and the fin which 


5 doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and let us run with 


„ patience the. race that is ſet before us, lack · 
ing unto Jeſus, the author and the finiſher 
4 of our faith.“ Nothing tends ſo much to 


_ . ſmooth: and to ſweeten hard weather, and a 


hard road to the believer, as the ſight of his 
Maſter, juſt before him. It is good for us 
to be here, ſaid Peter on the mount of Tranſ- 
figuration; but it is good to be with Chriſt, - 
and like him, may the Chriſtian ſay, in every 
condition, and in every place; in the ſtorm, 
in the deſert, in the priſon; arrayed in a gor - 
gy geous robe, wearing a crown. of thorns, bear- 
ing a croſs. Our Lord's firſt diſciples, when 
reproach and ſuffering, were certain conſe- 
_ of a ee of Chriſtianity, came 
D 6 out 


x& of the preſent advice : that we lab to 


—_ continuanee and increaſe of your Joy, to 
take good heed unto yourſelves that you keg. 
in the right road, and perſevere even to the 


es or 


- Whas cauſe of 


_ vary: does mov he: ms anna 


difficulty overcome. And this is the very ob- 


fus for direction, for reſolution,. and for: af 


 bſtance, in-pulling off and laying aſide thoſe 


> finfub luſts which war againſt the ſoulz. 


checking its progreſs; marring its comfort, 
waſting its ſtrength; and that we look to him. 


for patience under every external hindrance 


| and diſtreſs 3 and theſe NO eee : 


. 


| n is ſubdued. 5 8 £ * 45 N 
IV. Permit me to direct von, i order 10 


end: for in zn, Kot ONE: N 01 ort. 
Remember 


200 ane Bot pon an excurſion of pleaſure, 
but a journey on bufineſs, and that of the 


moſt important nature. Raue rn ran 


5 jr arg the-reddief e dead! 
| He . es — ha 1 
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1 world a ſcene of diverfion only, » and if "i fs his 
: dep: of praſure 3 ee! to make-as ge. 


4 Ie aen conſtitution, and 
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the aQuat ſexe of wit, aer it is noe | 

dc tel x foldier of Jeſus Ckhrin, that 
be has need to walk circumſpectiy; chat à bo- 
Iy jealoufy is abſolutely neceffary; that ene 
mies are never {6 dangerous as when they 49. 

proach us wich a ſmiling 'countenance, with , 
Hair words, and with gifts in their Hands. N 
ib, let me ſubjoin,” that it is wiſe and uſe ft 
do obſerye moderation, and to practiſt felf= 
government, in the uſe of even tlie neceffüry 
and lawful recreations of ae way. 


2 n 
ak penpeer as be paſſes Wong, and Wü br 


| neceſſity ſtop now and then for refreſhment | 


but he muſt not dream of building an habic 


tation in every delightful ſpotz nor miſtake a 


5 . bis Farber 's:bouſe, The 
e Cbviſhan 


n . you We * 
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Chriſtian is called to deny himſelf to the! W. 


bounded enjoyment of the moſt innocent de- 
lights,” as à ſeparate and. independent md. 
now; that the poſſeſſion of them, as connec- 
ted with, and ſubſervient to the enjoyment of 


— the ee good, ys be . n 


22 cities Finally, be daily tad or a ! 
ſtening unto the coming of the Lord Jeſus „ 
that bleſſed period which ſhall put a full end 
to ſin and all its dreadful conſequences, and 
uſher in the eternal year of glory and immor- 
tality. Would you be truly fortified againſt 
. the hardſhips, ſecured from the dangers, and 
| ſupported, under the afflitions of this tempeſtu- 
ous ocean, caſt the anchor of hope within the 

vail. He who ſhall come, will come, and will 
not tarry. When ſuch a prize is in view, the 
exertion and fatigue of a ſhort race are unwor- 
thy of conſideration; when a crown of glory 
is to be the reward of victory, who would 
* lun the inconſiderable danger of a ſafe and 
eaſy combat ? when ſuch a manſion i is prepa- 
red, what matters it that here and there a 

Wall ſpace of uneven- ground interſect the 
rad that leads unto it? 


9 an exceeding high mountain, and with the 
eye of faith contemplated the glories of E- 
manuel's land. And what have you beheld ? 
what do you now behold ? The world, and the 
things: of the world on fire; death expiring; 
CARERS 025-4 )) 
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| Tou have this day, e ee aſcend- ; 
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"ty old dragon chained to eternity; hell caſt 
into the lake of fire. Behold how the jaſper 
walls of the holy city, the new Jeruſalem, be - 
gin to ſwell upon the eye; the gates of pearl 
expand for your admiſſion. Behold the un- 
dazzling, unterrifying ſplendour of the glory 
of God and of the Lamb; and the nations of 
them that are ſaved walking in the light there- 
of. O death, where is thy ſting! O grave, 
where is thy victory? I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the 
latter day upon the earth. Amen, even fa, 
come, Lord N OR 
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WE no man any thing, but ta love ong an- : 

> gfher. Love is a debt which we ſtill owe. 

1 When bete is fulfilled, liſten to the voice 
„ merey. Give alms of ſuch things as Jou. 


S8 ESA Tas =o 


* 


2 "ITE * ” * 
"= «x 8 I 4 4 » 1 23 
5 ky * * 2 4 E. 

. i S : 


1. A man muſt provide fon his own, and: 
the wants of his children, in preference. 
10 others; nor ſhould. a child beſtow. on any 
who are leſs. nearly connected what his pa- 
The firſt thought of a dutifub 

child,; whom he has * thing to ſpare is, Do- 
5 1 parents need it? If they do, the voice of 

nature, and the law of God, demand it for 


; a — . as "eo hs 3 
\ ; 8 S. 5 . : 4 
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3 2 . Poor brothers and Liſters have the next 


3 3 children of the ſame family, 
to be a mutual attachment, ten- 


828 8 8 
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der an Linviolable's ** ca- 
ion, teſtimonies oſ it ſhould: he given. While, 
tbeſt are wilhcheld from a brathes, or ſiſter, 
that hat neben, elf-approb! br 
- lievivg: others is ijre. . . BETTE * i 7x 
3. Attend; 1 claim of eee wt 

vours received. eee forgotten. Re- 
collect thoſe to whom ,you hive: im an way: | 
been obliged or indebied- If any who inſtrac- 


you, be now in want; ſeize the opportunity 
of teſtifying your gratitude: to 1 * 
vill be matter of reproach and fe 
nation. They who have been beneficent, tho? 
. not to us, are entitled to ſympathy in diſtreſs; 
BH its co-operating with Does; ro-fhew! 
weren to the mereiful. ee eee 
HH 43 your friend reduced! to firaits a. c | 
to mind the mutual confide nce and ſympathies 1 
a and endearments by which your hearts were 
" BF vnited. They who paint friendſhip in ſtrong 
colours, ſpeak of it as rendering all things 
3 common. Though this idea is not to be res- 
liſed, yet he who hefitates to open his heart 
. hand in the day of adverſity, deſerves 
not the name of Friend. Inquire if the friend | 
of your youth has any children in want, a nd. 
2 your friendly regards to them. 
Poor relations, though diſtant, Rodit 
be ee 077g To prevent one of them 
from becoming a charge on the public, is bet- 
ter than to beſtow the ſame ſum on promiſe 


cuous charity. Ll any man or woman that 
believerth. 


— 


5 ted, or patronĩſed, or aſfiſted, or conſolec "I 


"I _ | 


** a et them reli ve. 
as! tt . churc, : 
_ relieve them that are ase — 
v. 16. A needy man is referred to his rich 
relations, and often left to their bounty: tho? 
25 a prodigal, he is an object of compaſſion; and 
it is a blemiſh on the charadter __ Is ric | 
relation not to ſhew N. Hel whe N43 e 
6. Servants fallen into Weyl ele * | 
remembered by thoſe whom they have ſerved 
long and faithfully, and it is pleaſant to be 
5 able to relieve them. A man of wealth and 
bene vol nce might extend his view of this re- 
— afaring men are employed in the 
ſervice of the merchant; the hands employed 
by a manufacturer, work for his profit; tenants 
labour, and their landlords reap the fruit: 
ſuch as are diſabled or worn out in theſe ſer - 
Vices, awaken compaſſion in a Chriſtian ma- 
ſter. The relation of maſter and ſervant, once 
a ſyſtem of ſlavery and oppreſſion, is trans- 
1: formed by Chriſtianity: 1 a * vi; ita 
bead, of le. 5 
4 7. Neighbourhood is a 9 which 75 
fords. opportunities of indulging compaſſion 
wich effect. The poor, who are daily under 
aur eye, and whoſe ſtraits we know, excite 
our ſympathy. It becomes neceſſary, for the 
eaſe of our own minds, to do ſomething for 
them. A little does them good. They are 
thankful for a little. The crumbs from our 


table may be a meal to them ; 3 our fre may hi 


them; and the cloaths which we have 
clothe them. Teach your children 5 


2 to poor neighbours, and em toy 
them in works of e 8 


2. Sympathy, if indulged, will esel many 
objects of compaſſion. _ | 
The man who lives in proſperity, <1 re- 
fletts on the changeableneſs of it, will ſympa- 
thiſe with the unfortunate who have ſeen. bet- 


ter days, and be diſpoſed to relieve them with 


that liberality and delicacy which he bimſelf 


would expect, were his riches to | fogkk. iP 
themſelves wings, and flee away. 


They who have riſen from a 5 edate, 
might look back on the pit from whence they 8 


were digged, and feel for thoſe who are yet 
labouring in it. Having known in their own 


experience, the bardſhip and ſtruggles and re- 


- pulſes, which a poor man has to meet with, 
they can take a kindlier intereſt in his eon - 
; cerns; they are „ee 98 direct 2288 e. 
them. 755 2 1 4 85 


They who Ae e 1755 85 of « a log 7 
ger, and met with kindneſs when far from 
their friends, are prompted by the memory: of 


what they felt, to inquire after the friendleſs 
ſtranger, and to comfort him. Love ye there- 
fore the ſtranger, for ye were . in "oy 
land of Egypt. EuCE 19. | 
The man who has ſuffered bags! in all its 
Berne remembers thoſe — are in bonds. 


A 3 _ 3M? 5 


| Howard wa 5 priſoner im Franc 3 and 10 bl | 
30 folkring there, Hs alcylber. his nme. 


Dr Swift FEY the approx. * wusch, a and. 


= founged. an hoſpital for lunatics., 


8 People in good circumſtances, YES: are vie 
steg with diſeaſe, and who feel how painful 
its amidft all the comfort which friends, and 


5 attendants, and medicines, and cordials can give, 


Four hearts fink, 


- arc led to feel for poor neighbours under the 
Fame viſitation, and to ſend thoſe aids and 
2 comforts Which a gekbed N but which 


” 0 their childrer 066d 4 — — —4 
ink —— ayer widows indeed! While 
and the ſhadow: of death 
__ darkens; your rembinity comforts, you can 
Fympathiſe wich the ee. NE ſpirit | 
ene ee is lest with-c poor and 


1 ata who. follow. i in tk = dark ah 
| fenceleſs path. While we remember with gra- 
titude friends whom Providence raiſed up to 
take us by the hand and bring us forward, 
ve are happy to become inftruments under 
the fame providence of befriending the friend- 
WG r 


2 ſame r ag (ka and _— the 
attention, and kindneſs, and * Wen. wad 
Je themſelves may ſhortly. need. 

- The aged, ho have of this ve rl 1d's goods, | 

"oy who l dy the hunchen of . | 


3 of. poverty. "The, poor. man whoſe arm 
can no longer earn bread, neglected and for- 
ſaken in his days of. darkneſs, attracts com- 
paſſion from the rich, whoſe. feet are alſo 
Aumbling on the dark mountains. It is beco- 

ming in the old who are rich, to ſnew kind= - 
neſs to the old who are poor, to viſit arid. con- 5 
verſe with and conſole them, to aſſociate with 
| their, remaining fellow - travellers in the con- 
templation of ſerious and everlaſting things, 
to anticipate that equaliſing period ben * 
rich and the poor ſhall meet together. ü 
Ihe young, who now enjoy plenty, are lub. 
coptible of comp Open your eyes, my 
young hearers,.. on 3 of your own age 
who. are now. begging. their. bread: in rags. 
Thank God that you are not in their caſe. 
Pity their hardſhips. Deny yourſelves,.to e- 
eee This will give. > wot on 


| On dns; 5 Ser. 6. 


j 3 * r 8 ws | 1 
. "mad eee is N wal deeply implanted ; 


. but without proper culture, it will grow irre- 


gular and fruitleſs, and in the end de Ip 
| cage by conſe AP at | | 


: vp into: uſcleſs ſenfibility. The pteiſure which 


"attends f It, ſoothes and deceives the heart. An 
p account of human wretchedneſs 


- excites pleaſurable ſympathetic emotions : The 


tongue utters kind wiſhes, Be ye clothed, be ye 
warmed and the heart exults in virtuous ſen- 
fibility. But, to enter the dwelling of the 


"wretched 3 to examine debts, and wants, and 


© diſeaſes; to endure loathſome fights and fmells, 


within the ſphere of infection; to give time, 


and thought, and hands, and ne is 
dhe 


the ſubſtance, not the ſhadow of v 
pleaſure of ſenfibility may be leſs, but ſo is 
| me danger of felf-deceit which attends it. 

eath-beds, in the page of an eloquent wri- 


ter, delight the Imagination z z but they who 
are moſt delighted, are not the firſt to viſit a 
dying neighbour, and fit up all night, and 


wipe off the cold ſweat, and moiſten the parch · 


1 lip, and remove the phlegm, and give eaſy 


- poſtures, and bear with peeviſhneſs, and Tug- 


ſpirit. They often encompaſs the altar of vir- 
"es but not to ſacrifice. JJC 

* diſeaſed Aue er the 
Wind. 


2 when you yourſelves hall : 


perly elitivated; ; 


geſt a pious thought, and conſole the parting | 
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It unſits us to relieve che miſerable, 


5 and tempts us to turn away. The ſight of 
pain is ſhunned, and the thought of it ſup» 
preſſed; the ear is ſtopped. againſt the cry of 
indigence 3 the houſe of mourning. is | paſſed 

by z even near friends are abandoned, when 


ſick, to the nurſe and phyſician, and when A: 
dead, to thoſe who mourn for a hire; and all ö 


this under pretence of fine feeling, and deli- 
5 cate ſenſibility, and a tender heart. The 
apples of Sodom are miſinken for "yp fruit on 


e may fall © on ts wrong , objea | 
and yet be juſtified and applauded. One li- 
ving in affluence becomes bankrupt ; his ſudden 
fall ſtrikes the imagination, pity is felt, and 
generous exertions are made in his behalf: if 
artful and fraudulent, he foreſaw, and avail- 


ed himſelf of this irregulay compaſſion 3 he 


ſtretched his credit, bought and built, and li- 


ved luxuriouſly, that his fall might ſtrike the 
more. There is indeed a call for compaſſion ; 


but, upon whom ? doubtleſs upon the trader 


and artificer. whoſe economy he has deran- 
ged, upon the ſervant who entruſted him with 


wages in an evil hour, upon the widow whom 
he has cauſed to weep over deſtitute children, 
a to curſe him in the bitterneſs of her ſoul. 
Alms given from the impulſe of compaſſion 
Gon fail; like ſeed fallen on ſtony: ground, 
they quickly ſpring and as quickly wicher- By 
eee 8 8 A gt of paflive habits is di- 
65 e * | 


8 
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> Read and 4 eee , me 4 
pPloyed to regulate and aſſiſt compaſſion. Have 
vou given alms to an impoſtor ? It was never- | 
cheleſs a kind -affefion to which you re | 

this way, is probably a hard-one-: Mos 4 

| ine the claims made on your compaffon, 


and the heart that was never im 


to repel them. Have you met 


Sick ingratitude? The kindneſs you” —_ 1 


was an act of religion; and the child 
des the opportunity of doing 3 e 


7 A gicds fruit in its ſeaſon, regardleſs of 


che hand that reaps it. Is your good miſcon- 


Krued and evil ſpoken of? - Follow-Jeſus:thro* 
bad report as well as through good report. Is 
8 benevolence: oppoſed. and thwart- 


* Still you have the merit of right inten- 
n whatever quarter diſeourage- 
— ariſe, Be not weary. een 
eee reaps if you faint not. 


175 — Wee neee d. Sales, an 
| eminent father confeſſor of the: Roman church, 
| .confeſs the: fin of co- 


| Hoaked 3 more cabily: —— S. 


| _ ef gs: 4041-25884 A __ 


— Frog covetouſneſs. We 5 
eware, leſt it lurk and 


4 


8* 
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n WO 1 on | the is elaine 
of love, while! he overlooks a poor woman 
with fatherleſs children, who lives next door 
40 him : a little kindneſs ſhewn to her, anda 
- Aittle done towards educating her children, 
and putting them in a way of earning bread, 


. 2 ” 


would be more in the ſpirit of Chriſtian cha- 
rity, than to write books and fing hymns in 
praiſe of it. A mifer may be free from ſcan- 
dalous fins, and thank God that he is no adul= 


terer nor extortioner; he may have kept the 
commandments from his youth, and have ne 
ſuſpicion that one thing is wanting; he is ſound 
in the faith, and blinded by his zeal for ortho- 


doxy; he attends the ordinances of religion, $72 0h 


and the preacher's voice is a pleaſant ſong, to 


Which he liſtens, and about which he Talks, 


while his heart goeth after covetouſneſs. XY 
If the duty of almſgiving be directly propo- 
ſed and urged, covctoulnels.i is eee in ex- 
cuſes. 
85 I. You pay bat you owe, the reſt is ; your 
own; what you do with it, is no body's con- 


cern.— But it is your own concern, for you 


- muſt give - an account of your ee to 


God. 


2s You has cbildiea to provide we and | 


can give no alms. Judge for yourſelf; only 


it is fit to exerciſe your judgement, to inquire 


if there be bounds in providing for a family, 


if alms be a kind of riches which lay a good 
foundation for the time to come, and whe- 
8 IV. 7 E | Z | ther : 
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ther your children are likely to profit moſt 
chy the ſavings of avarice, or by the odour of 
a good name, and the blefling entailed: * Pro- 
vidence on the feed of the merciful. 


3. You have family honours and poſſeſſions 


to repreſent and tranſmit; your buſineſs in 
"the world is to preſerve and tranſmit them. — 


Avarice takes hold of many handles; here it 


takes hold of family pride, and hides from 
your eye the true uſe of an eſtate, which i is to 


enjoy and do good with it. 


4. You have a rank to keep up, ond the 
revenue is barely ſufficient, —It is eaſy to err 


in giving too much to ſhew; jt is the worſt 
extreme; it wh wa avarice .under the maſk 
of grandeur. 


Kice. 
. You do not hoard, but live up to your 
Income; and it does good to poor labourers, 


though not preciſely in the form of alms. 


' —This is fo far well; but ſtill it is the defec- 


tive character of the Hick man in the parable, 
who was clothed in purple, and fared ſumptu- 
ouſly every day, but gave no alms. He too 
could plead, that the furniſhing his fine cloth 


and ſumptuous fare gave bread to labourers, 


for it does not appear that he was an oppreſ- 


for or unjuſt. 
6. Chriſtian alms mould be gase in ſeeret, 


and you love not to make a ſhew of them.— 


A right — may be turned into an ex- 


* een 


hile too much is given to 
me w, there is nothing left for compaſſion, not 
enough for e hardly enough for ju- 


* 


„%% WT | 


_ euſe for covetouſaeſs. Is the proportion of 
Jour ſecret alms ſuch as the ſcripture requires, | 


as an impartial ſpectator who knows your cir- 
cumſtances would approve, as your own mind 


approves in a ſerious hour? Your attendance 


in the houſe of God may be aſcribed to hy- f 


pocriſy, but this is not a reaſon to withdraw; 
your offering there may be aſcribed to vani- 


ty, but neither is this a reaſon to with-hold 
it. If you be thought uncharitable by all who 


know you, and ſtand alone in thinking o- 
therwiſe, there is reaſon at leaſt to examine 


yourſelf with a particular eye to the opera- 


tion of ſelf· deceit in the cauſe of covetouſ- 


7. Tou love not to bear of works, "ha thoſe 


which Chriſt has done, and imputes to belie- 
vers by faith alone: you deſire to be clothed. 


with a Tobe -of this righteouſneſs, not with 


Totten rags of your own.—Unguarded expreſ- 
ions of controverſial divines are picked up, 


and perverted by the covetous. That © we 
are ſaved by grace, and it is God who work- 
eth in us to will and to do,” are immutable 
conſoling truths; but upon them the obliga- 


_ tion to good works is founded. Faith with- 


out werks is dead. In whatever light alms be 
viewed, they are enjoined by an authority that 


claims obedience. Call them fruits, or evi- 


dences, or concomitants, or what you will, 
ſtill they are neceſſary. Every one ſhall receive 
according to the deeds done in the body, Can 


words be plainer, or ſtronger, or more in- 


S232 W 


be rewarded : they ſhall have Judgement with. 
out mercy, who have ſhewed no mercy. Theſe 


I ure truths of God. If you pervert their ob. 
IS Vvious meaning, you have reaſon to ſuſpect 


mo own hearts of an evil covetouſneſt. 
- 8, Almſpiving belongs te the rich; and if 


ever you get riches, you will be charitable. 


I be reproof of covetouſneſs may be juſt, but 
it likewiſe belongs to the rich; and if ever 
vou get riches, you will en againſt * 


By the rich, you mean theſe who have more 
than you; but are there · not many who think 


Jour income a rich one, with which much good 


| Cop might be done? Unleſs you give alms of ſuch 


things as you have, and do the good you can, 
additional wealth would make you no better. 
The fin of covetouſneſs, and the ſpirit of alms, 


may be found in a low eftate. Affections 
may fix on a cottage, or a little field; the 


heart may cling to a ſmall ſum; for a meſs 
of pottage the birthright that is deſpiſed may 
be ſold. The ſpirit of alms may be found in 


= 3 cottage with the widow whoſe poſſeſſion is 


two mites; with the labourer who can ſpare 
part of his wages to thoſe who cannot labour; 


With the friendly hand that can reach a cup 
| of cold water to the thirſty. It is the mind 


which God regards; and i# there be firſt a 
willing mind, every one is accepted according 


to what he hath received, not ee to what 


de hath not received. 
5 58 ey be thought uſcleſs labour to reaſon 


with 
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M. 7. an mould be Ur to maintain a 


tot . Tkvow 1 with g 
n kitle effect on them; but it may inſtru& 
he young, whoſe hearts are not yet harden» | 
ed; it may guard the well-diſpoſed againſt 
ſophiſtry and ſelf- deceit; it may determine th 3 
ſervant who wavers in his choice betwixt God | 
and mammon.. One end of preaching the goſ- 
| pel to every creature is, for a teſtimony in the 
cauſe of virtue againſt all unrighteouſneſs of 
men, whether they will heard or een they 
0 will odere ” 
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thartiable: in oppoſition to a worldly mind. To- i 


worldly-mindedneſs there are daily tempta- 
tions: It ſhould be our daily ſtudy to reſiſt 
and overcome them. Think often on the 
motives to charity, as they are propoſed with 
_ fimplicity and energy in the word of God. 
Attend to the motive in the text: Give ame 
F ſuch things as you have, and all things ars 
When Chriſt ſpake theſe 
words, he was fitting at dinner with a Pha- 
riſee who had invited him. The Phariſee 


clean unta you. 


marvelled that he had not firſt waſhed before 
dinner, and the Lord ſaid unto him, Now de 


ge Phariſees make clean the out ide ef the cup 
and platter, but your inward part is full of 


ravening and wickedneſs. With an outſide re- 


ligion, you think to conceal covetous ang 
cruel hearts. Te fools, did not he which made 


| hae which | is "WR, 92 make that which it 
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x within. - Much of your religion confiſts i in ce- 
remonial waſhings: Rather give alm: of ſuch 

things as you have, and behold all things are 
clean unto you. Liſten to the law of Moſes, | 
which ye make of none effect by your tradi- 


tions: Every third-year, thou. ſnalt give the 
i tithe of all thine increaſe to the Levite, the 


40 ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and the widow, 
es that the Lord thy God may bleſs thee.” 
Would you enjoy contentment, and ſatisfac- 
tion, and comfort, in the uſe of what you 
have, give alms. Bleſſings are multiplied on 


the head of him that giveth. He has the pro- 


miſe of this life, and. of. that. which is to 


1 come. 


Amidſt. thy abundance, 3 liſten to the 
voice of God. Is it not to deal thy bread 
«* to. the hungry, and that thou bring the poor 
4 that are caſt out to thy houſe ? when thou 
te ſeeſt the naked that thou cover him, and 
& that thou hide not thyſelf from thine own 
«fleſh ? Then ſhall thy light break. forth] as 
ct the morning, and thine health ſhall Glg 
4 forth ſpeedily: thy righteouſneſs ſhall go 


40 before thee, and the glory of the Lord 


4 ſhall be thy rere-ward. Then ſhalt thou. 
« call, and the Lord will anſwer ; thou ſhalt 
«cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here I am.” Con- 
ſcious goodnefs is the light of the mind? 
vou taſte the bleſſedneſs of giving, and your 
_ prayers are heard. If thou draw out thy 
* ſoul to the hungry, and ſatisfy the afflicted 


6 « ſoul, then thall RO light riſe in * | 


ing their ſubſtance as one talent left, they tra- 
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ee and thy darkneſs as tlie noon- day | In the 
_ obſcurity of old age, the light of remembrance _ 
hall ariſe; in the darkneſs of ry: there 
| ſhalk be a noon-day of hope. 
Phe rich who are diſeaſed, and ſuch a8 bet 
riches in their old age, find little pleaſure in 
them, except as an inſtrument of good: but 
when ſo uſed, they enable the poſſeſſor, from 
the retirement of old age, and even from a 


bed of ſickneſs, to diſpenſe manifold bleſſings. 


Mealth does not exempt from care. There 
are croſſes, and conſtraints, and diſquietudes 117 
in a high eſtate, from which the heart finds. 
refuge in the indulgence of compaſſion: Fe- 
nelon obſerved, that riches are valuable, not 


« ſo much for the honours, as for the croſſes 


„ which attend them :” And Madam Mainte- 


non, amidſt the emptineſs of royal honours,. 


found comfort to her heart, by filling it with- 
the concerns of deſtitute children. e 
_ Riches do not avert the ſtroke of aflition.. 8 


bthiok of an inſtance, and probably-it is not 


ſingular, of parents abounding in this world's 


goods, from whom their children one after 
another were removed by death. The world, 
with its good things, was to them a void. For 
whom have we laboured and bereaved our 
ſouls of reſt? Whoſe ſhall all theſe things be? 


They were finking into deſpondence, when this 
word of ſcripture came into their minds, Ho- 
nour the Lord with your ſubflance. Conſider- 


ded with it in works of. mercy. Their Grey | 
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8 re Aa ; preparation. deat ax e and 
3 Sbut up almt in thy: Nerehouſe, for irt 
Wall deliver thee in all affliftion. Job, when 
' bereaved of earthly comforts, confoled him- 
ſelf with this ſong in the night. Eyes was E 

« to the blind and feet to the lame, the bleſ- 
fing of him that was ready to periſh came 
upon me.” Con ſider the poor, and the Lard 
= will frengthen you on a bed of languiſhing e thou 
_  eavilt make all his bed in his fickneſs. From the 
painful feelings of a fick-bed the merciful are 
not exempted. The man whoſe heart is ten- 
Ader, feels often more than others, the ſeveri - 
ty of pain, the pang of ſeparation, and the 
ſting of guilt. His ſins rife up in mournful | 
remembrance: doubts and fears trouble, and 
tts, and threaten to overwhelm his ſoul. But 
even in the darkeft Ae while theſe waves 
and are ee bim, rays of com- 

10 from the 1 dranee of works of 
merey. They are eee his regenera- 
tion. Hereby we know that ue are paſſed ſrom: 
TEE. . to Me, becauſe we loue the brethren... _ 
The rich may be under trouble of mind and 

_ religious melancholy. Perhaps the fecret cauſes 
of your troubled conſcience, which you. have 
not yet been able or willing to develope, are an 
idle life, the love of pleaſure, forgetting to do 

: _ This is the i eee te of thoſe bit - 
ter things which writes againſt you. 

| 3 to-awake from. doth, to do 
> _— 1 


* 


ps and to-ccommynicate- Acti 
diſpels the gloom of ;ndote NC : 
with real, obliterates imaginary 3 Relief 


goodnęſs | 


and comfort, flowing from your hand, reflect 


peaceful and pleaſant thoughts. The ſoul re- 
turns to its reſt... Whatever your guilt, has: | 
been, charity ſmoothes the way to penitence: 
and peace through . the. blood of. Jprinkling.- 
Wherefore let my counſel be acceptable to 


thee. Break off thy ſins; by righteouſneſs, 


and thine i ee, by: ſewing: meney to the- : | 


poor. 
% I have ever e ” ſays: Father Hoe 


daloue, that the rich who open their hearts 


« jn liberal and tender mercy to the poor, get 


4 grace, while the covetous die in their fins.” 

The moſt liberal alms will not juſtify the in- 

dulgence of a known ſin, but they mãy prove 
te firſt ſtep of repentance: they looſen. the 
band of ſelfiſnneſs; and affimilate the ſoul to- 
God, in whom compaſſions flow. One virtue 


carried high, often draws others in its. train, 


and leads on to perfection. Charity to the 


poor is intimately connected with the two ra- 
dical virtues, love to God, and love to our 


neighbour. It appears by comparing ſeripture 
with ſcripture, that, Be ye merciful, as Jour” 
Father i in heaven is merciful, Luke vi. 36. is a 
precept of the ſame i import with, Be ye perfed, 
even as your Father i in heaven is genes, Matth. 


v. 48. 
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2. Bleſſed is he that confrlarech the foare. : 
And upon how Any ſubjects do we turn our 
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The caſe of the poor requires 8 
tion. To .cmploy ſuch-as can work, and pay 
. them punctually, is ferving them not a little. 
It delivers them from floth, renders them uſes 
ful, and awakens the ſenſe of independence. 
In plans for employing wealth; a kind conſide - 
ration of the poor might enter, and a predi- 
lection for the plane moſt extenſively uſeful to 
them. It is worthy of a Chriftiarr who has of 
this world's s goods, to deviſe plans for em- 
. ploying the idle, giving habits of induftry to 
the young, and delivering the old from lan- 
guor and * by labours Tulted to 
| their years. 5 
Mr Thomas Firmin citizen bk odo, 8 
name conſecrated to humanity, among Scher 
memorable labours of love, erected a ware- 
houſe for employing the idle. To many hun- 


dͥreds he furniſhed materials for work, and 


| purchaſed the produce, accounting the loſs . 
ſuſtained in the diſpofal of it to be gain. He 


laid up coals and corn, to enfure them in 


© dearth againſt cold and hunger. He diſtribu- 


5 ted a Scripture Catechiſm, to inſtruct them in 
pure religion. Thus wiſely conſidering the 


cafe of the poor, of their bodies, and of their 
fouls ;-he honoured the Lord with his ſub- 
ſtance, and left an example of judicious alms, 
which by many might be imitated on a ſmaller 
ſcale. To reſcue one 5 or even one per- 

| | fon, 
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On Ant 07 


ſon, from idleneſs and want, is a benefit of; * 
blic as well as private uſefulneſs. et org 1 


| Here, by the way, let the poor, who are in- 
es, and honeſt, and content, take com- 
fort. You fill up your place in ſociety, and 
ſerve your generation, . and- glorify God on' 


earth, more than the rich who are idle. At 


the great day of retribution, reſpect will be 


| had, not to rank, which is aſſigned by Provi- 


dence, but to fidelity in the rank aſſigned us: 
Then, many which are firſt An be laſt, and 2 


laft ſball be firſt. 
Confider the poor who cannot work: OF- 


| fuch there is always a proportion. The poor © 
Hall never ceaſe out ¶ the land. Except in 


caſes of extreme neceſlity, a diſtinction ſhould © _ 


be made. ** Let not a widow - be taken into 


te the number under threeſcore years, having 
e been the wife of one mam well reported of 
% for good works : if ſhe have brought 
© up children; if ſhe have lodged ſtran- 
« gers, if the have waſhed the ſaints feet, if 


1 ſhe have relie ved; the afflicted, if ſhe have 
% followed every good · work. If ſuch a · one 


be left childleſs and deſolate in old age 
«truſting in God, and continuing in prayer, 
let her find in the bounty of the faithful; that 


9 


her truſt is not vain, that her prayer is' heard. 
The poor who have been honeſt, and labo- 


rious, and peaceable, and kindly affectioned, 


. whom age, or diſeaſe, or calamity has redu- 


ced to want, are peculiarly intitled to alms. -  _ 
Afliting _— is working together with God. 
E--6- _ 


. 12 


* are poor through floth, or drunkenneſs, or 
_ #fenfualicy, or vain expence, are not bein : 


titled to relief: they ſuffer the'/puniſkment an- 


nexed by Providence to guilt. Tet when their 
miſery is extreme, the compaſſion which it 
© _  Excites is a token of divine merey mingling, 


with judgement... They are human creatures. 


Adberfity may reclaim. Gratitude for favours. 
received, may prove the firſt ſentiment of re- 


turning goodneſs. From the rich who have 
ſuffered, or deſerved to ſuffer the penal effects 


of debauchery, compaſſion is due to the poor 


who ſuffer them. The penitent might endea- 


vour to reclaim, by kindneſs, thoſe who have 
_ Knned after the fimilitude of their c own tranſ- 
Sreſffion. . 

Conſider the b whit are at em this 
own incapacity to confider, Adviſe and afliſt- 
them in the management of their field or of 
- their trade, in turning their labour to the beſt: 
account, in avoiding loflts which they can ill 
bear, and in recovering what is due to them. 
3 iving a little money to a poor perſon, or 
even giving men ſuffieient to ſupply their 


neceſſities, will not always have the effect. To- 


rovide lodging, | and fuel; and food, and 


clothes, is indeed a more troubleſome way of 
giving alms, but it is the only way of render- 


ing them effectual to the inconſiderate. It will 
perhaps be ſaid, Let them learn to conſider. 
They have much need, to be ſure; and if they 
- had been es of . miſery might 

. cre 


MY 


jects of compaſſion. Your beſtowing conſi- 


ho made you to differ. 


_raxation, hoſ pitals, and, Wendel gifts, n 
be conſidered and compared. 


Tou have liſtened perhaps to * 5 


"of able men agaiaſt ſupplying the poor by tax» 
ation; but may not theſe arguments be ſome- 


times liſtened to with a partial car? Think on 
the equality of man, his original right to a ſub- 


fiſtence on the earth, and in how many ways: 
that right may be violated. Attend to. the ſpi- 


vit of human laws, favouring, protecting, and 
avenging the rich; appropriating the . 
the air, and the water; debarring the poor 


by penalties from all that in them is. Is it 
much that in one inſtance they breathe another 


ſpirit, by inſuring: to, the miſerable a ſubſiſt 


ence and a grave? Enquire if a legal provi- 
ion for the poor e been found neceſſa- 
xy, and if any thing ſhort of neceſſity would. 


have led thoſe who pay to impoſe it. 'Fhe ex- 


pediency of enforcing that law, muſt be de- 


termined by circumſtances. If the love of 
many wax cold; if the rich withdraw from. 


religious worſhip, and forget good works; if ; 


abſent proprietors do nothing for the poor on 


en W if the humane be burdened A® © 
bove 
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. tanghe, 3 But if they realy 9 85 
y want capacity, they are ſo much more ob 


deration on their caſe, i is 2 ſeaſonable alms, a 
and a proper teſtimony of gratitude to Sim ; 


3. The methods of ſupplying t. the poor by 
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bove what ala are able to bias; if the” poot- 
be rempted by their increafing number and 
preſſing wants, and the failure of other reſour- 
ces, to put forth their hands and ſteal; a legal 
proviſion ſeems then to be expedient; it feems- 
then to be equal and right, that the heritor- 
who will not give to the poor, be compelled to 
give. "Thoſe among us who have miniſtered: 
to the poor, where the law is enforced, and 
where it is not enforced, can tell the differ - 
ente it makes; a difference betwixt the fre: 
quent feeling and the conſtant fear of want on 
the one hand, and on the other, an adequate 
ſupply of real wants, win deliverance from - 
Fear, which cauſeth torment. ; 

Imperfe&ions and evils are found in poor 
laws ; ; bur let the evil be balanced with the 
good, the murmuring of the rich with the 

contentment of the poor; the inconvenience 

of few with the comfort of many, the pleaſure 
that is refigned with the miſery that is extin- 
guiſhed. If, upon the whole, good preponde- 
rates, let abuſes be corrected, and the ſyſtem 
perfected; in the ſame way as abuſes in civil 
government are a reaſon, not for renouncing 
but for improving and perſecting civil ſociety. 

Let the wiſdom of God be adored in the civil 
laws of men; and let the ſpirit of Chriſtiani- 

ty be venerated, in dictating what was before 
unknown, a legal provifion for the poor. 
Hoſpitals are monuments of piety and Chri- 
ſtian love. They embalm the memory, of 
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„„ who! of aw the time foretold i in 
prophecy when faith and love would fail and 
cool, and bequeathed alms to children yet un- 
bvporn. A tribute of honour is likewiſe due 
e thoſe who adminiſter with n and f- 

A willing mind is effencial to "a" The 
R tax for alimenting the poor, is a debt a8 due 
to them as rent to the landlord; to pay it, is 
to do juſtly. Chriſtian alms are — 
not ebforced by human laws, but prompted 
n by the law of love, and by the nn of 4 
. dleffing from on high. 
i 4. Devote a proportion of your income to 
1 alms. This enſures the practice of an eſſen 
7 tial duty; which may be neglected or.performe 
. ed imperfectly, if left to accidental occaſions 
and feelings. You calculate a table, a wards - 
robe, a retinue, and amuſements, | proportions 
eck to your wealth: Such calculations are pro- 
per for the fake of juſtice. But if alms be 
left out, calculate anew. Conſider on the firſt 
day of the week, how God has proſpered von | 
in the world, and what acknowledgement. is 
due to him. It is a work of religion ſuited 
to the Lord's day. Weigh your wealth, and 
proportion your alms in the balance of the 
ſanctuary, with an eye to the Sovereign of 
the world, who requires this at your hand, 
to the poor whom he has appointed to receive 
it, and to the day of en, when he will 
n „ . | = 


Uk. 


. » 
y - 
= 
N ? . 
FO . 5 4 : s 3 a 
A > rc.” 
"| ">" 2 
ur — 8 * wy . — =" 


> 8 1 . DDD .ͥ Vb 4 
p : N ö a. r 
we 3 CE a bbs e; I * = haſty I? r D DDr 
* (x —_ r 


33 
by”. 
| 4 i 
o - 
! 5 
: 
'2 
13 
| 


5 1 * Gs £ N * 3 * * $7] 
IF? N 5 8 * g : * - on : % * . 

SH,” PE > — < ? * 4 1 34 2 F 8 
EW ; "uo IF ys OE GN . .Y 

* % N - . « w 28 4 

: 4 ” . N 285 - 0 
. . 4 @ : P 
_ : . 3 8 2 
5 $ 
S — > C24 
> - > . Z 
5 = 9 4 x P 
2 0 3 ” 

- 1 42 N : 

* > * = 
a 2 : 83 2 s Jom 4 

N — 6 - 4 3 IJ \ 
” 8 1 * 7 
7 3 . 
- : - 

H 

G 


Ji ts. to 3 3 nc 


5 + > fund for alms. Habitual frugality is a nean 3 
and occaſional ſavings from allowed expence.. | 
_ When you meet with any worldly proſperity, 1 


ald a chank- offering. Ler vim work with his 
Fan, that he may have. i give to hin that 
datei. The apoſtle recommends work, not 


only to procure an honeft livelihood, but to 
furniſh. means of charity. Chriſt wrought as 
d carpenter. It was uſual among the Jews for 
_ - ſcholars to learn a mechanic trade. Paul, by 


working at his, remitted what was due to him 


38. a preacher. The ſame practice continues 
in the Jewiſh ſchools, and Spinoza lived by 
his craft when they put him out of the ſyna-- 


4 gogue. If ſome profitable work could be 
thought of, conſiſtent with the office of mini- 


= ers in Scotland, it would augment livipgs- 


of which diminiſh. as national wealth increaſes,. 
while, yet the rich oppoſe an: augmentation in 


. the way of juſtice, it would ſtrengthen: their 


_ independence,, which; humanly ſpeaking, is- 
their, ſtrongeſt bulwark ; it would leſſen the 


ep number of their own claims on benevolence and 


compaſſion, and extend their power of doing 
good, which is the object for which it is now 
propoſed. Richard Baxter gave many of his 
writings to the poor, converting the labour of 


his mind into alms. Were idle gentlemen to- 


work with their hands for ſome kind and uſe- 


ful purpoſe, it would increaſe their happineſs 5 


and virtue. Dorcas was full of alms-deeds;. 
and it appears from her works, which were 
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b e a e ater ker fit, this ſhe 
made garments... Devout women, by. follow= _ 
ing this ee, _ en their 1 58 


Sat now he: 0 1 00 may Ie Side: 4 
with what you have devoted. A little money: - 
goes a great way in furniſhing the neceflaries: 


| of life to thoſe who have them not; it re- 


moves more pain, and gives more happineſs 


than the ſame ſum beſtowed on thoſe who» 

| have them. Liberal and generous donatives- 
may ſometimes be proper 3:and bene volence in 
every form is lovely : but let not the hand: 
exen of generoſity trench on the Fund for 
compaſſion. The proper objects of Chriſtian 
alms are the neceſſitous, the friendleſs, * 
helpleſs, the dejeQed, thoſe win can * hl 
- yerurn.. 


. praftice of: a n mans 


to beſtow his devoted ſum on a good work. 
which would ae: have been left undone.. 


Where the poor receive a legal aliment, find. 


out ſome poor perſon who: does not receive it. 


Where hoſpitals. for the fick are endowed by 


others, miniſter to ſick who are not admitted. 
Where bodily wants are ſupplied by others. 
miniſter to ſpiritual wants. When one good 
work is. in à ſucceſaful train, eee 
N 4 E pe . a e 
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| Int e give alice of fuch 5 as 8 


baue, and . al 22 8 0 are clean unto 
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We 1. Onsite, la things az are in your 
power: ſo ſome interpret the text. 
We may have it in our power to affiſt the 


poor by our talents, offices of truſt, world- 
ly employments, and profeſſion al ſkill; 


Legiſlators, and judges, and magiſtrates, : 


lib it in their power to diſcourage idleneſs, 


to open channels of productive labour; to un- 
do the heavy burden, and. break the oppreſ- | 


ſor's rod, to mingle juſtice with merey.. 


The managers of a public revenue- can 


ſometimes render it an inſtrument of good. 

To build churches in this metropolis, and to 
open ſchools, for affording to the poor and 
to their children the means of worſhip 3 


* 
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of loftruftion; would ths: bed „ in point of 
meritorious en the moſt coltly mac; 
ration. „( 
Merchants and e FRO who. com- =_ 
- mand by their wealth the neceſſaries of life, | 
might admit in their ſpeculations the motive 9 
of humanity. He that with-holdeth corn, 
« the people ſhall curſe him; but blellings 
. ſhall be on the * of n that ſelleth 1 It.” 
Frov. xi. 26. 

Men of . in the army and navy, „ might 

abend to the clothing, and food, and medi- 

. eine, and religious inſtruction of poor ſoldiers 
1 and ſallors, and ſee juſtice done chem: they 
5 might conſider ſuch as have familics withs a 

diſtinguiſhing and kind attention. 

Lawyers have at times an opportunity of 
recovering debts for the poor; of vindicating 
the rights of a widow, or fatherleſs children; 
of diſcouraging law-ſuits which might reduce 
their clients to want; of 2 peace 
where it was ready to be broken. 

Medical men are often called, in the conch 
of their laborious and benevolent duties, to 
the exerciſe of compaſſion ; and in their breaſts 

the ſacred fire often burns. Let the bleſſing 
of ſuch as were ready to periſh come upon - 
them. Let them not be weary in well-doing. 
Your labours of love are recorded. Your 
witneſs is in heaven, and. your: record is on 
high. | | 

Paſtors cannot behold «a ls the 


your of their Hock i in want and. —_ It is 
in 


{ - 
A 


min the ſpirit ee . 
And of the Maſter whom they ſerve, and of 
me approaching judgement which they an- 
| nounce, to take the lead in works of mercy, 
2. Give alns of fuch things at are in your 
8 „ Wealth dee things in the poſſeſ- 
3 5 ſor's. ehe re 0 en, and to 2 
|: 3 1 in 15 power ue rear up-a vil 
lage, and ſow the ſeeds: of induſtry “; to 
make young men apprentices, and give mar- 
riage-portions to young women ; to build a 
cotcage for the wanderer; to protect the laws 
of juſtice from violation throvgh want, and 
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rage, and deſpair; binding the poor to order * 
| with the bands of a man, and drawing | the E 
3 _ miſcrable with a cord of love. ” 
| © Means of preſerving and of reſtoring healtk 4 
may be furniſhed by the rich: they ſhould : 
| 25-4 attend to this, becauſe health is -the greateſt a 
temporal good, and without it the poor can- 

not cara bread.” To fend fuel among the 

FF Young and infirm, and to drain and repair 


weir houſes; to provide woollen clothing for 
| thoſe who are expoſed to cold, and ſubject to 
Aiſeaſes occaſioned by it; to promote clean- 
Eneſs by gifts of flax and ſoap, and encou- 
7 to the waſhing. wich r which 


I" „ 4 1. 10 10 people of Tos, Hf on this ſub- 
jeQ, deſerves to 795 read atjentively by ie rich and the 
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| "ob of 805 njoined | by the how off Motte, and 
js ſtill a mean of health and comfort; en 


lar attendance on worſhip and inſtruction, and 
their clean and decent appearance there 3— 


as theſe, doubles the value of the gift. 


1554 approved by thoſe who are beſt quali- 
fied to judge. When the poor are convinced 


r üs 

Medical aſſiſtance e this the poor, (fs 
2 a ſcaſonable conſequential alms: and 
viſits be addes: with cordials and nouriſhment 


- | ſuited to a ſtate of recovery; and, if the ; 
thoughts be turned with devout attention to 


F--0 the will and purpoſes of Providence in ſending 
= trouble, this work of mercy is fulfilled, |; 
Penſions are a charity ſuited to the great. 


N Such as have ſeen better days, and had a good 
1 education, and maintained their uprightneſs in 
1 adverſity, are proper objects of it. The plea- 
f ſure of conſoling ſuch by a moderate inde- 


pendence, is one of the pureſt which flow 


from riches. Gratitude will in this caſe be 


Felt, and part of the bounty will defeend in 


the 


| poor'children, upon condition of their regu= 


to join conſideration with bounty in ſuch OR 5 | 
- Tnoculation for the ſmall-pox is now is 


_ that it is a mean of rendering the diſeaſe mild. _ 
er and leſs een * bah ee 5 


if kind 


. ſmaller ſtreams of charity. The unfortunate 
feel compaſſion : the kindneſs they have recei- 
ved, diſpoſes and enables them to be kind. In 

_ N the alms of the rich fad their wn 2; 
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_ - » The houſehold of faith is recommended by the 


to the ſpecial attention of thoſe who 


are able to do good, and to communicate. 


This refers to times when believers were few, 


and probably fincere: it may ſtill be applied to 
thoſe who ſuffer in their worldly circumſtan- 


ces for conſcience fake; who prefer poverty 
to flattery, and falſchood, and fraud, leaving 
all the crooked ways of gain to the children of 


this world. They who will not flatter the vain 


for a ſubfiſtence, who are debarred from pro- 
fKtable articles of commerce and manufacture, 
"decauſe they will not ſwear falſely nor equivo- 
cally; from a proviſion in the church and 
<olleges; becauſe they differ in doubtful points 
from human ftandards ; and from civil and 
military preferments, becauſe. of perplexing 
teſts and oaths; all ſuch are diſtinguiſhed | 
members of the houſehold of faith. A little 
will ſatisfy the believer whoſe heart is not on 
things of this world; he will be thankful to 
the generous hand that helps him to a retired 
_ quiet paſſage through the wilderneſs ; his fer - 
vent prayer for a benefactor will be heard. 
3. Spiritual alms ſhould be conſidered by 
* rich who can do ſomething towards pre- 


|  Pagating the goſpel where it is unknown; to- 


wards planting churches and ſchools where 
they are needed, towards qualifying young 


men to preach and to teach. 
There 


* 


8 2 5 "= 

2 * : a 1 

c *. ? * 7 % 3 
7 » . LN 22 _ 

a 8 : #2. Wi 2 ' 855 ; . SIR 3 
e Me nogm © = 


va Pang dof or 2 rad noeGgGgoco 


I here are inſtitutions for propagating Chri- 
ſtian knowledge both at home and abroad, to 
-which the rich may contribute, with ſecrecy 
if they pleaſe, and with the ee of 1 

faithful application. i 


ae e e e 


5 Fan even where 1 it ãs moſt neceſſary, the con- 
ſent of heritors is by law required; and to 


give it, would beſpeak a Chriſtian temper. ' 
To educate for the miniſtry a young man 

of good parts and of a ſerious mind, would 

be a valuable gift, and, in the preſent ſtate of 


things, very ſeaſonable. They who can e- 
ducate their ſons liberally, are apt to think a 
Scotch ſtipend a flender maintenance. The 


prieſthood, as in the days of Jeroboam, is 


deſcending to the meaneſt of the people. Ex- 
' *tenſive knowledge and liberal manners ſeldom 


fall to their lot, This, in an enlightened and 
lukewarm age, makes the ſacrifice of the Lord 
to be deſpiſed. It indeed becomes the mini- 


ter of Chriſt to be content with little, and to 
atone for poverty by virtue; but it is for the 
Honour and intereſt of religion, that he a- 


bound in knowledge as well as goodneſs. 


While no public proviſion is made for the 
clergy, adequate to the expence of a liberal 
education, it is a good work for rich indivi- 
__ duals to furniſh ſome with the means of know- 


ledge, who, in the next age, may ſtand in the 


gap, to ſtem the tide of growing nen 
and OP. 5 


9 


9 | | The 


OO 
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be 6 Lond, 8, ger might bs ve I 


furni ed: * e eee ſel- 
dem have | to ſpare, would willingly 
beſtow their labou 10 — friend 
5 of Chriſt, it is a work peculiazly.arateful, to 
multiply che memorial of his 6 16a love, with | 
 .*  #hoſe.devout and kind affections which the 
remembrance of his death inſpires. The poſ- 
E an ſtate-might 3 Fagh his way <ntail | a 
Re being. 85 
a2 3 ſchool 2 che uſe en 3 remote e * 
8 wanted. The expence, to a benevolent 
proprietor, is requited by the good that is 
done. The inhabitants are reconciled to - ai 
F ot; the young are admitted to an invaluable 
= Privilege ; a bright genius may be diſcovered 
YZ and brought to light; the plan of Chriſtianity 
is forwarded, in covering the earth with che 5 
| Knowledge of the Lord. 

With a ſmall annual m a ſchool W 0 
— on the Lord's day, before and after 
public worſhip, for the young who have learn- 
ed to read, and are entering on labour; and 

_ . Whothave: hed: moaned never 


* + If an \ addi tional n 1 4 8 for the ©" 
£37 tion of youth, the caſe of populous villages remote 
from pariſh-ſchools ſhonld be conſidered. If the ſa- 
 Yaries of pariſh-ſchools be augmented, it might be 
done upon condition of opening ſchool on Sundays. 
Were ſchoolmaſters, in their application to parlia- 
ment, to offer that additional ſervice, it would per- 
9 their _ for an augmentation. | 
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vn the ſeripture is retained! and Werne . 
and u door of kn 
| norknts- A habit of revereneing the Sabbath 
is 'achvired, at the time of He when habits arc 


owedge is opened for the ig. 


formed, and when Sabbath · breaking is often 


| the firſt Rep i in chat broad way which leadetn 
- the time to come; memory is ſlored with the 


A good foundation is laid fot 


trutks, and laws, und conſolations of God; 
. the tender heart receives its firſt indelible im- 
 preffions from the ſacred oracle; the opening 


mind is occupied and intereſted with things 
tconeernin, Knee and the way of nfe is 
; choſen... Dekan 1 Vi To 


;* QhiKiatis, "wks are dee able, fn gly, might 


unde 0 a good work of this kind. The con- 
rerting, and ſuperintending, and promoting it, 
would oy an Nc and 1 8 args of u- 

| nion. | 4 - Hen 3 


The eſkect of afociating. for 8 works 1s 
Illuſtrated by the Society through whoſe-means 
we are now affembled, to offer alns and prgy< 
er to God, and to meditate upon his law. It 
gives an object and an edge to religious zeal 3 . 


it opens new channels of beneficence ; it gives 
countenance and ſupport to the cauſe of Chriſt, 
in which the feeble mind might -hefitate to act 


alone; by the multitude of counſellors uſeful 
plans are deviſed and ripened. It forms a con- 
traſt to the numerous aſſociations throughout 


he land, where money and luxury in various 
ie are the objects. While we read in the 


N IVe: + 557 fig Prophet 


* 


Er ophet Malachi banks charaftess 


of the preſent: age; we turn wich comfort 


to another branch of the prophecy, which is 


alſo accompliſhed. Then they chat feared che 


£6 Lord ſpake often bogethers: and the. Lord 
t hearkened and heard; and a book of re- 


membrane was written for them that fear - 


ed the Lord, and that thought on 50 ; 
« name.” Mal. ili. 16. e 03: ei n 


Aale monen men be. uſefully laid out, on 


< well-choſca: books for lending to the poor. 
The poor have leiſure hours; they can read, 
© and ſome of them love readings ; but they can- 


not purchaſe books, and may fall on, improper 


ones. By being properly ſupplied, they eſcape - 


the temptation to idleneſs, and vain thoughts, 


and fodliſh talking; their minds are impro- 


ved, and their converſation furniſned. A mi- 


niſter of religion might in chis way follow out 
the miniſtry of advice, and n and com- 


2 : 8g. 
| fort. ITC 


Paxiſh libraries would be an vſcfal jnflity- 


ts ion. Reading forms the mind. The influ- 


ence of books at the Reformation was mighty, 


and is at all times great. In the dawn of know- 
" ledge, it was an object with Leighton and o- 
thers, to furniſh the clergy with books. By 
private and Circulating. libraries, the middle 
ranks are now furniſhed. By Aa pariſh library, 


knowledge would deſcend. Under a. mini- 
ſter s direction, poiſonous books 1 be ex- 
cluded, and good ones choſen, ſuited to the 
young, the thoughtleſs, the buſy, the ſick, the 


aer, the 9 the aged. An ap- 
petite 


„„ denne ber.. 
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it properly explaitied 
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erotfäed- The — — fs Nan, 2 
2 d'recommiendedz would 


aps be furniſtied" in ſore pariſhes by he- 
ritors, or well-diſpoſed individuals. Religions 
ladies, who miniſter! kindly and liberally 4s the. 


bodily wants and diſeaſes of the poor, "would : 


miniſter with equal kindneſs and li 

the wants and diſeaſes of their ſouls. Mini- | 

ſters and others might thente be excited to write 
ical treatiſes ſuited to the times. The Past 


tans, who excel in this kind of writing, new- 


modelled antiquated books, and adapted reli- 
gious inſtruction to their own day. Since they 


wrote, a century has elapſed: Knowledge is 


increaſed. | Language, and taſte, and manners, 


and circumſtances, both private and nattonal, 
have undergone a change. By adapting reli- 


gious inſtruction in ſermons. and books to ac - 


tual circumſtances, ee are eee for 
che gc 95. . * of a5 | 8 35 75 Mg 3 £4 5 5 
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« Silver and gold have I none,“ ſaid Peter; to 

| a lame man who aſked alms, « hüt ſuch AS I 
have give 1 thee. In the name of Jeſus 
4 Chriſt of Nazareth riſe up and walk.” There 
are gifts of the Spirit more excellent than that 


of miracles, and far more excellent than ſil- 


ver and Sold, which may ſtill be exerciſed. in 


works of mercy. The affectionate and en- 
lightened” caſuiſt, who puts his ſoul in my 


ſoul's ſtead, treating my wounded ſpirit with 
| | CCC 


= 


wile; nd a neee ee my doubu, 
_clearing;the way of duty, | 


They wh⁰ conſider the caſe of ſouls, and mi- 

niſter to heir neceſſities and wants, enter into 
the ſpitig of Chriſt's precept, and follow cloſe. 
1 his ſteps. of merey. Who is weak,” ſays 


che apoſtle, © and: Lam not weak? Who is 


« offended, and L burn not?“ He entered in- 


to the weakneſſes af his, brethren, that he 
wight. ſtrengthen them into their offences, 


5 chat he might reclaim and conciliate. 


Lol not every man on his own: things, "oY 


gk every man alfa. an the things f others. A man 
muſt look on his own things: firſt and moſt, 


becauſe thore he is moſt accountable ; but the 


Precept is, levelled :againſt 2 cold contracted 


ipirit, which takes. no concern in the things 
of others, and repells every motive to action 
but ſelſiſhneſs. Many gifts are beſtowed for 


rendering us uſeful to others; and he who 


looks only. to his own things, buries his ta- 
lent in the earth. Let us conſider one an- 
| ene to provoke to love and to good works. 

1 gome who cannot give much alms, can per · 

ſuade che rich to give. Wiſdom, and elo- 
quence, and influence vf every kind, are wor- 
_ thily exerted' in the cauſe of charity. Even 
bad men may be influenced. Herod heard 


John che Baptiſt gladly, and did many things. 


85 When the feed falls on good ground, it yields 
fruit an hundred fold. King Edward the Sixth, 
| n Sn of * ä ſermon on 


alms, 


Father she gives not as the world giveth 


ito, 
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— vs Bridewell for the wilfully- 
idle and mad, and Chriſtehureh fol orphans. 
Aſter laying a foundation up 
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| young minds may be cheriſhed and 
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; kofptcch for be 
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1 which ſo ma- 
ny works of mercy have ſince been built, hie 
God for ſparing him to accompliſhi 
this ſervice, and died the more contented *. 
The rich ſhould be exhorted in life, and at 
death, to be rick in good works. It is, for the 


moſt part, proper in a teſtament, to leave ſome» 
ching to the poor, eſpecially to poor relations. 


In the prefent times, this duty is often ne. 
glected, And thoſe who c inſet the fick ſhould 


EL Temind them of . 11 1 is Kill. .more'importagit 

while in health, that we. 10 conſider one an- 
0 5 to provoke unto love and to good 
be works; and ſo much the more, as we ſee b 


4 177 day approaching.” Feb. X. 24. 
Let us conſi der one another, the power 'of 


- dong ood which each polleſſes, and how to 


> act; the ſnares of worldlineſs v which 

0 id for ach, and how to break chem; 
55 good works which require a combination, 
and how to co- operate in fulfilling them. Con- 
verſation has great influence upon conduct: 


De 


Es it is eaſy -t0 ſtir up ſeltiſhneſs and wrath by 
the tongue, and by the ſame inſtrument we 
may provoke, to love and to -good. works : 


there are principles of benevolence, which in | 
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ne Ke: 2 in ignation at vice may be tin · ä 
1 .perſo: neee, but the love and 

che praiſe of. virtue i indicate ad cheriſh 
and undefiled religion... FVV 

2. The learned may provoke bo on 4 als to 

| good works, by. propoſing arguments and mo - 
tives; by writing the hiſtory of thoſe who ex- 
a in uſefulneſs; 'by celebrating | ſuch as have 
"opened new ſources of beneyolence,* and en- 
tered untrodden paths of mercy. kf prajle be 
due to inventors who enlarge the ſphere of 
Happineſs, it is atſo- Say to thole who diminiſh 
7 the ſphere of miſery. W 


Fictitious characters 6f zoadurkh Yves often 


own; and though their impreſſion” be for 
te moſt part %iry and falldeious, 
me taſte for ſuch reading continues, they are 

 wholeſomer food for the et gh chan 


yet While 
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ic char it is apt to feed upon. PT 0” 


Truth i is preferable to fiction; it conveys | 
wert with more effect, and a a * mind 


reliſhes 
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4 45 Wobard' on 


the State , Prius in England) iritereſts and 
elliſies. en e i, r beheld in forms Ittle 
thought of, not phantaſtical, but real forms: 
| = ee of knercy is ſet before us, not in word 


ed. We ſee the knowledge of laws 
ae arts; of religion and of the world, ren - 
Jdeved: ſubſervient, and learn what this imean- 

thy Let love abound with all knowledge. We 


7 trace the footſteps of love ſtrong as death, in 
its exertions and its influences. Sympathetie 


emotions incite the powerful to amend laws 


leſs humane to priſpners in Britain than on 
the Continent, and to check illegal impoſi- 


4 
8333 


s on the unhappy; they incite the private 


citizen to alle viate miſeries leſs under the pu- 
| blic eye, and leſs connected with guilt than 
choſe of priſoners. To the devout reader, 


proſpects of God's adminiſtration open. 


„ From heaven God beholds the earth, to 
=. hear the gröaning of the priſoner.“ He 
| ſends his ſervant the organ of his compaſſion, 


having trained him by the ſorrows of captivi- 


ty from eruel men. 55 Surely the wrath of 
% män ſhall: praiſe thee, ox _ relidue of 


0 


«. wrath. wut. t . d e 2 4 e 49 
Even the doctrine of yak eee cc; accom 
st modated to the ſituktions which ariſe in the 


166, « lige of an inhabitant of this country in theſt 


ec times,“ as in Paley's ſyſtem of Morals, may 
aff, the practice. By peruſing there the ob- 
ligation to alms, the manner of giving them, 


and the pretences for negleRting them anſwer- 
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ed; Abe gender ie mere erthorwügh- 
ny furniſhed unto all good Works. “?“! 


»' Efforts of genius ani philoſophy are Sale. 


worthy, in proportion to their influence on 


virtue and happineſs. | « Men of derp re- 


805 ſearch and curious inquiry, » fays/ Bi q n 


Butler, “ ſhould juſt be put in mind not to 
* miſtake what they are doing. If their diſ- 
; Wu fexve che cauſe of virtue and neli- 
0 gion in the way of proof, motive to prae- 


4580 e, or aſſiſtance in it; or if they tend to 
ten render life leſs unhappy, and promote its 
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to ariſe on ſuch as ſit in dayknefs, and calls 


forth their latent powe ers: it renders the poor 
who are in CE AINES NN | 


-mptiog.iof ſlaves : a contri. 
bution for inſtructing the. deaf and dumb, may 
de conſidered as a ranſom for the ſoul, for 
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tue and piety in trade, are well explained i in che 


Regious Tradefmian, late ly republithed{by the 


Society in Scotland for promoting Religious 


nowledge among, the Poor. There are wile 


f life, forme of e are qualified to inſtru 


nal knowledge is often. taught in books 


the preſent propoſal i is, chat e mo- 
vals de alto taügbt. PO a GET 
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17 And irrevocably des the feafon. 
O elk are mortal. How "many. plans of a. a= 
ndment and. benevolence eh 
8 for ever fruſtrate | ae 
Tettamentary alms are not cali I 
* Mayor, a a godly, ret Charles the Se 
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ne he might have mad the relief eee. . 
gona de King's At riicy;” Sir Robert 
Sawyer, ſued for it in Chancery, and the Lord 
North gave it alk to the King. 4% 1 


Keeper 
6:had got in all my life, ſaid Richard Baxter 


of hiimfelf s the juſt ſumm of A, thouſand 
pounds. Having no child, I devoted it to 


. Before my pur ofe” was accom- 
«-pliſhed; the King cauſed" his "Exchequer to 
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to 


counſel any man that would do good, t 


4 hs: it ſpeedily. and with” all his might.“ 3 


There are imarly inſtances of benevolent: pur - 4 


_ poſes fruſtrated by delay. They are fo: many 
rraſons for doing the good we intend when it 
is moſt needed and while it-is in- the N 


| N "mane to ys: Vets 35 vs ; 5 f FB. 4 1 Ff 1 
vor ee : 


1 1 N 
circumſtances; and thoſe og ene mark the. 


ſeaſons for doing good. 


Deliverance, for e 58 dangerous: 
dilgaſe, {or from any / imminent! danger. 


prompts: the rich to [give alms as à token of 
gratitude, as an expreſſibn of ſympathy with 


& who;{uffer, and as a fruit of the warn- 


ing they have received, that the time of Hife 
8 and uſefulneſs i is uncertain as well as fort. ah 


Jo thoſe who return from abroad with an | 


hberal things, for comforting their parents,, 
2 Baxter's Life written by himſelf, | 
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day, his righteouſneſs ſhall be publiſhed to the 
aſſembled world, and en wk ane 5 


5 


But if the ride man yt Nn cal Med t to 


5 act i in a ſuperior ſtation, if he has been ſent 


by Heaven, like an angel of mercy, to ſcatter | 
. bleſſings through a guilty land, to ſupport the 
glory of a falling conſtitution, to. ſtrengthen 
FF juſtice, and to diffuſe her influ 
ence to the remoteſt corners of an empire, his 


reward will bear a proportion to the good 


he has performed. Appearing on' a more 
conſpicuous ſtage, bis actions are more expo- 
ſed to the obſervation of his brethren; the 


effects of his conduct extend to a greater di- 


ſtance; and Aa: more numerous multitude is 
ä | called 
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gp called to-witneſs and approve his virtue. Tho- 


envy may ſometimes ſeek: to blaſt his riſing 


glory, and rivals threaten to ſap the founda - 
tion of his greatneſa, yet integrity is his ſure 
defence, and the applauding voice of a nation 
is lifted up to deprecate his fall. Every heart 
takes an intereſt im his fortunes. To his de- 
clining years, good men book forward as to 


a public calamity. If he fickens, the ſxilful 


— 


of the land attend his couch with filial ſoli- 


citude; the anxious voice of inquiry is heard 
at his door; and the prayers of the faithful 


aſcend to heaven for his recovery. And when 

he falls his country mourns. Her ſorrowing 

nobles aſſemble in crowds to pay the laſt ten- 

der tribute to his memory z the poor bewall 

the loſs of their protector; and the widow 
and the orphan are ſeen weeping at his grave. 
But angels have bended from their thrones to 


receive their kindred ſpirit, to rejoice with 


him at the remembrance of the labours he has 


. 


ſuſtained, and to welcome his arrival in the 
manſions of the juſt. His bleeding country, 


with a generous ardour, labours to perpetuate 


his worth. The tears of genius fall around 


his tomb. The faithful page of the hiſtorian 
records his fame, and the ſculptured marble 


tranſmits to poſterity the i image of the dead. 


. may it rouſe them to the imitation of his 


virtues; and, like the mantle of Elijah, con- 


vey to future patriots a portion of his ſpirit! ! 


Such, Chriſtians, is the care which Provi- 


5 dence has taken to perpetuate the remem- 
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ide; abi this ain „ 
their bodies to. the duſt, we may truſt that 


their memory will ſur vive the 1vins. of this 


mortal tabernacle, and that their ſpirits. have _ 
gone to mingle in the ſociety of the, blefled. 
ore, we are not per- 


On cheir account, therefore 
miited to weep. But when the faithful fail 


: from among men, we may weep for ourſelves, 


and for.our ch 


Idren. On the preſent mourn« | 
: ful occaſion, we may ſure ly, without a crime, 
Join our voice to the general lamentation of 
dur country, and weep: at the remembrance 
of departed virtue. The diſtinguiſhed per- 
bdo, whoſe remains we lately configned. to the 
dom, was endeared to us by peculiar ties. 


Living under his immediate protection, we faw 


more diſtincily the wiſdom of his conduct; 
ipate in the honours that 


were paid bim, 8 from a race of 


: 2 improved by a regular and extenſive 


pPatriots, whole ſervices to their country your | 
5 infant tongues were taught to rehearſe, he add. | 
: 7 new luſtre to the ancient reputation of his 
| 0 "Receiving from nature the principles 1 
vigorous underſtanding, which had been 


8 education, he ſoon attained diſtinguiſhed * 
minence in his profeſſion at the bar. At an 
7 carly period of his life, he was called by his ſo- 
vereign to take an active ſhare i in the direction 
of public buſineſs; and in the ſeaſon of dan- 
ger, when a generous, but miſguided,” multi · 


_ tude threatened the ruin of our conſtitution, he. 


contributed, in a very conſiderable degree, by 


by. 2 — : ' : # 
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- ai and a en of kis e to 
diſconcert the meaſures of rebellion, and to 
reſtore the peace and ſecurity of the nation. 
After riſing through the ſeveral gradations of 
law. preferment, and honourably Mere -vatl 
his native county in parliament, he was at laſt, 
when in the full vigour of bis age, called to- 
fill the moſt important office in this part of 
rhe kingdom, to ſuperintend the functions of 
public juſtice, and to ſecure to every ſubject 
the free enjoyment of his rights. To this of 
tee he brought an aſſemblage of great quali- 
ties that are rarely united in the ſame perſon. 
With that minute knowledge of buſineſs which 
practice alone can beſtow, he poſſeſſed an acute - 
neſs of judgement, which perceived at a glance 
the point on which any queſtion. reſted; an 
extent of memory ſrom which no eſſential cir- 
cumſtance could eſcape; and a patience f 
| inveſtigation that would have given diſtinction 
to men whoſe abilities were far inferior to his. 
To theſe intellectual talents, he added the ſtilk 
more valuable qualities of the heart, a warm 
1 _- ſteady love of juſtice, with that incorrup- 
üble integrity, which nothing could ſeduce 
from the path of duty. Even his external ap- 
pearance wore the aſpect of command, and 
Inſpired an awful reſpect e the dignity: 
of a ſupreme. court..:. -- 

With theſe ALLURE PRIN be 100k; his 
Ration at the head of the bench of Juſtice + 
and ſoon roſe, in the general opinion of his 

| 90; to be the firſt character in 985 lit ; 
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of Prefidents. During the long period of his 
g adminiſtration, juſtice flowed through the land 
in a clear untroubled ſtream, free from thoſe. 
 - obſtructions that have been ſo often permitted 
to retard its courſe, and which are ſometimes 
more ruinous to the contending parties than 
an iniquitous decifion. Affiduous himſelf and 
_ ardent in the duties of his profeſſion, he in · 
ſpired into the breaſts of his colleagues a por- | 
tion of the ſame ſpirit, and introduced into - 
law · proceedings a vigour and diſpatch hitherto | 
unknown. Notwithſtanding the great increaſe 
of buſineſs which the increafed proſperity of the 
nation muſt have neceſſarily occafioned, he | 
left at his death a ſmaller number of unde : 
cided caufes than any of his predeceſſors 
Theſe were the circumſtances that attracted 
5 the applauſe of his cotemporaries, and which 
+ have rendered his death an irreparable cala- | = 
mity to the nation. But by us, my Brethren, 


\ 


( 
he was known for other virtues. The public | 
have loſt a faithful and able magiſtrate; but 
we have loft a father and a friend. We ſaw ME | 
him in the more private walks of life, and e- | 

Perienced the warmth of his attachment, or WM 
the bleflings of his protection. The ſame ar- | 

dour * mind chat — his public charac- 4 4 


: 1 
„ his admiffion to. the Ma he foobd; buſinels 
that had been ready for receiving the judgement of | 
the-Court for more than two years. At his deatd, 
no-cauſe remained undecided that had devs n, for ! 


ON a few weeks Nr. 


2 


ter, 


4 cr ow 


4 75 n. Reputation * he rauer, 


ter, deſeended with him to his . 
to enliven his devotion, and to prompt his be- 
nevolence. Attached to the ordinances of re-. 
ligion, and active in his duty as a member E 
the church, he was ſtudious to give you, in 
chis holy place, an example of that public re- 
verence which is due from all to the Father 
of their ſpirits. | Hoſpitable i in his diſpoſition, 
_ attentive in his manner, lively in his conver-- 
-ſation, and ſteady in his friendſhips, he was: 
. peculiarly formed to ſecure the eſteem of his 
acquaintance, and to promote the intercourſe. 
of ſocial life. The poor who mourn for his. 
loſs, and bis domeſtics who have grown old. 


in his ſervice, teſtify the general humanity of 


his mind. But his family alone knew the 
| warmth of his paternal affections his family: 
alone, and thoſe who have ſeen him. mingling; by 


with them in the tenderneſs of domeſtic en · 


dearment, who have marked his eye ſwimming 
with a parents fondneſs, while he ſurveyed. 


the numerous progeny ſent by Heaven to bliſs: 


the evening of his day, and to tranſmit the 
memory and the image of his virtues to their 
ſucceeding race. Theſe were affections which. 
he laboured to conceal. But they were mark 
ed by thoſe who ſtudied bis conduct: they are 


recorded in the regiſter of heaven, and will > 
meet their reward. 

Such were the qualities that «ERIE. the i 
| luſtrious Judge whoſe death we now. deplore. 
If he had hid. failipgs, (and the lot of huma- 
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nity, alas 1 was = 1 Uiey rer 
ings of a great mind, and ſprang from the 


fame irpetuofity- of temper which was the 
fourte of his nobleſt virtues. But they are 
nor gone to the drear abode. of forgetfulneſs; 


While his better qualities live in the hearts of 
2 and will deſcend in the records of 
fame to rouſe the emulation of diſtant ages. 
He has gone himſelf to- his deſtined habita- 
non, to appear before the Great Judge of all, 

and to receive according to his 'deeds. en 


2 my Brethren; prepare to follow him. For 


| though we be ſtill permitted to prolong the 
term of our probation, and to enjoy the ſo- 
ciety of our friends on earth, yet we alfo muſt 
foon enter the narrow houſe, and mingle our 
bones with the aſhes of our fathers. 
lone knows the hour that is appointed to lay 
us with the dead. To ſome, he grants a term 
ef many years, and enables them to rejoice 
in them all ; while others ſcarcely open their 
eyes to the light of heaven, when he com- 
mands them to withdraw again into darkneſs 
and diſappear. Of thoſe who joined us in 
paying funeral honours to the deceaſed, one 

-Nlyftrious ſhade has gone ee to viſit 
him in the land of fouls . lot wilt 
follow in its turn. The preſent thy! alone is 


| ours. Even before i it bas ee its +. 


CT „ Jobn Fart. of Würd who died fuddenly on 
me third day after the laterdeat of his friend- the 
enen | Es | 
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- tie _ of death may bave raiſed his hunk: 


ever, that time, with regard to us, ſhall be 
no more. If, at this ſolemn moment, he were 
to deſcend in the terrors of his wrath, and, 
ſtanding viſibly before us, to ſummon us away 
to the aſſembly of our fathers, what would: 
de the feelings of our hearts! and that awful. 
moment is faſt approaching to us all. Let us 
prepare to moet it with the compoſure and the 
confidence of Chriſtians. Let us live the life 
of the righteous, and our laſt end ſhall be 
like his. Then when we fall, we ſhall fall: 
lamented by the good; and while our bodies 


ſhall be in everlaſting remembrance, and our 
Prin wall . to the babitations oy the Nr. 
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to heaven, and ſworn by Him that liyeth we 


mes in the filence of the tomb, our names 
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; The ente of. farting the erp 


Dy Grone Hitz, D. D. one of the Minifters 


of the City, and Profeſſor of Greek in the 
Uotverty, of St Ae 5 and ae of the 


s of ee 


„ 


: reached before the Society. in in Seotland 1 pro- 


pagating Chriſtian Knowledge, at the Anniver- 
_fary Meeting in the High Church of Edinburgh, 
en N June 7. HT 


© Tp 1 5 kenn v. 3 
| Search the Scriptures. 1 


HE an of the Ola 5 New Teſta» 
ment are receĩved with reverence by 


2 e Chriſtian world. All in every 
0 lod, who name the name of Jeſus, agree in 
_ acknowledging them to be the Scriptures gi- 

ven by inſpiration of God: but they differ 
in the method of teſtifying their reverence... 


"The Church of * to conſider 
this. 


% 


'= A 


| . qhis . and too liable to 
ahbuſe, to be committed to ordinary hands, 


lock it up in a -tranſlation which is now un- 


derſtood only by the learned and they com- 
municate to the people fuch parcels, with ſuch 
interpretations as they judge expedient. That 


great body of Chriſtians, on the other hand, 


| who have ſeparated from the Church of 
Rome, adopting this precept of our Lord as 
the principle of their ſeparation, have been 
careful to diſtribute copies of the Scriptures 
in a known tongue. For more than two 
centuries the Scriptures have been publiſhed 
in that language which is moſt generally ſpo- 

| ken in Great Britain. There is no book ſo 
univerſally ſpread amongſt us: none of the 
ſame fize that may be ſo. cheaplypurchaſed. 

It is put into the hands of the people in their 
childhood; it continues their companion 
through life; and all the authority which 


they are accuſtomed to reſpe& concurs in Cn» 


5 | joining the ſearch of the Scriptures, _ | 
While the greater part of the inhabitants of 
| this iſland thus found eaſy acceſs to the Scrip- 


tures in their native tongue, while the progreſs 


of improvement in the low countries was daily 
increaſing the number of thoſe who, even in 
the humbler ranks of life, receive that educa» 
tion which qualifies them to read the Scrip- 
tures, the Society, before whom I now ſpeak, 
directed their attention to thoſe corners of the 
_ Wand. where the ſituation of the natives was 


* 


on th advantage of; 0 Ge. 1 ; 157 


1 


1 orfgin 2 1 
ter grants a beer 1 60 receive con- 
.__ .. eributions, eee to erett and maintain 

OED fchools in the Highlands and iflands of Scot» | 
madd, for the purpoſe of teaching to read, 
-_ _  efpecially the Holy Scriptures.” Under this 
authority, they have proceeded, during the 


WE courſe of this century, gradually extending 


their ſchools, with the increaſe of their capi- 

| tal, through the moſt convenient ſtation: 

8 8 : * * m they et wlow 

to teach the ſcholars to read and ſpeak the | 

' Engliſh tongue, and to tranflate Gaelic into | 

Euglim: They diſtribute Engliſh Bibles ' to- 
— thoſe ſcholars whoſe aeg; are unable to buy 
them; and, knowing the predilection which 


y require the maſters w 


de inhabitants of thoſe 


| firifts have for their 


New Teftament, afterwards the Pentateuch, 
aud lately the Prophets, in the Gaelic tongue; 

and they have given notice that a 1 
___ bf the rem 
"Ee is very ſoon to follow. : 
5 bs enn hs: 8 in 

Scotland for propagating Chriſtian knowledge 


ining books of the Old." 


This great wo 


are juſt about to cron their pious labours, 


| . Has naturally directed my attention to the ſub: 
; 5 8 Fabien my text preſents. Many uſeful ang 
important topics connected with the inſtitu - 
- ons euerer have been illuſtrated with 
Giſtisguii . ARC W tort 
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$77 es * 1 may hides that 1 325 
not perform an unacceptable ſervice to thoſo 


135 endeavours to promote the primary object os 155 
their attention; while, with the zeal of a good 


e whom I ſpeak; while 1 contribute my 


Citizen, with the plainneſs and earneſtneſs 4 


Which become a preacher of the goſpel, I re- 
- commend to my TI the nen of me 


I ſhall our e te ** da 
which may be derived from ſearching the : 
_ Scriptures; and I ſhall then ſuggeſt ſome di- 
rections for . them ſo as to _y_ tw | 
A, „ vx; 


8 


is * 0 


52s e ee 18 uſeful for HY 


N41 tid 4 


: information—for our ee een _— „ 
5 tion of our conduct. 


. n ou Seriptures 15 fe 0 for « our | 
85 Information. : 


"6A Sanity: Ae e Apoſile —_ 


44 is: profitable for doctrine, that is, for 
teaching truth, and for reproof,” that is, for 
confuting error. I comprehend both, when 1 


_ fay, that VV uſeful for 8 
| information. TS 8 


When the Savitypcn; were fr publiſhed, 4 
Soy, brought to light many important truths: 
They were eagerly read by thoſe who received 
them ; 3. and the different parts of them were 

. compared in order to attain the full meaning 
5 of that which they taught. The importance 
of the * Rill remains; but RM * 

*- 


x e by chewant of 8 ih 
who live in a Chriſtian country are trained in 
the faith of that ſyſtem which the Scriptures. 


reveal: Their curioſity i is early ſatisfied ; and 


48 they advance in life, and engage in a multi- 


8 3 than it was in former times, becauſe they 
: ſuppoſe that the knowledge conveyed in them 
i now completely incorporated with the 
' whole maſs of human knowledge, and may 


-  eabily be acquired by converſation, by the eſta- 
bliſhed methods of inſtruction, and by other 


books. 
This is the amount of that e which 


many who acknowledge the divine authority 


| of the Scriptures, pretend to offer for the very 
ſmall portion of their time which they ſpend 


in reading them; and by this careleſs apolo- 
gy, they would repreſent that duty which my 
tent preſtribes to all; as the buſineſs of a par- 
ticular profeſſion, or as one of the many a- 
muſements winch: leifure and _—_ ** to 


the learned. 


- Iris obvious har as agokigy i is very . 


% conſiſtent with, that love of truth, that ſpirit of 
enquiry, chat liberty of judgement which are 


deſervediy the- boaſt of modern times. Why | 
mould thoſe who are commanded not to 


. call any man their maſter upon earth,” ſub- 
mit to human ſyſtems of Chriſtian doctrine as 
the rule of their faith, when the book from 


MIT every * Profeſſes to derive i its-au- 
thority,, 


pkiciry of buſineſs, they are ready to- account ; 
the ſearch of the Scriptures a duty leſs need. 


. 


bed, the aur pre. „ 


e 


| _ 1 is put into their Wande 2: {Does it not 
become every man, in a matter of ſuch im- 
portance, e, judge of himſelf what is 
« right;“ to learn the truth, as it is in 
1 Chriſt Jeſus,” from thoſe to whom it was 
communicated by the Spirit, and to avoid the- 
| jmpurities which this living water may have 
_ contracted in the channels that have conveyed 
it to us, by POTTY it auen at the foug- | 
tain-head? S | 
If the evidence of our r Holy Religion a 
be compriſed within the compaſs of a ſhort de- 
monſtration, and if faith were nothing more 
than an aſſent to the truth thus demonſtrated, 
there might appear to be leſs occaſion for 
ſearching the Scriptures. But it is well 
known, that the argument for the truth of 
_ Chriſtianity conſiſts of a multitude of circum» 
- ſtances which are not perceived at one view, 
but are gradually impreſſed upon the mind; 
and even that faith, which is the foundation of 
the Chriſtian character, is a trial of the good - 


neſs and honeſty of the heart. Searching the 


Scriptures is, in this way, an effential part of 
the education. of a Chriſtian. A perſon who 


has been accuſtomed to admire. the laboured 


productions of human genius, is not at firſt 
delighted with the ſimplicity and ſublimity of 
the word of God. The natural man recei- 
„ veth not the things of God, for they are 
bf N to kim.” But by ſearching the 


. : 


TY 162: | 5 On the dvantos : io 4 
"A our underſtan 


_ of theſe predictions have been accompliſh 
But it is only by reviewing them frequently, 
and comparing them with hiſtory, that we 
cu attain any conception how literal and how: 
. minute that fulfilment has deen. CLE Search 
the Scriptures,” ſays Jeſus, « for theſe are 


Ser „ 


ading is / enlarged o 1 


as to receive the whole counſel of God. By 

comparing things ſpiritual with ſpiritual, we 
are enabled to diſcern them; and, when 

the word of Chriſt dwells in us richly,” 
we come to have in ourſelves that witneſs 


which is to us the moſt ſatisfying, how far ſu- 1 
perior mo wo Serkan are to > all human- ops. 
ſitions. 


: Every perſon knSws tl hat the Seri ptureyt. con- 


r future events; and every 
general imprefion that many 
ac. 


« they which refify of me.” The predictions: 


of the Old Teſtament reſpeRing the MeſBab,, 

- and the hiſtory of the Divine Perſon who ap- 

_ pears in the New Teſtament claiming that 

2 character, illuſtrate, in the moſt beautiful 

manner, the continuity of the whole diſpen- 

ation of grace; and they furniſh an inſtance, | 
pf the fulfilment of proph 


phecy, which has this 
peculiar advantage, that extent of reading and | 
depth of reflection are not pt neceflary i in order 


t judge of it. That book which is in the 
poſſeſſion of every Chriltiag, contains both the 


prophecy and the event: the progreſſive open 


5 * of the A 5 he wa of 


the 


* 
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i= | 5 rd n the event 8 nfarß Y by: 
traced by every reader; the hiſtory of the e- 
vent perpervally leads. him back to the n 
diction; and the reſemblance” is ſo eri 
king that he cannot avoid making a com- 
u Rich who have leifure and op- 
portunity for further reſearches are able 
to trace the aaf of many other pro- 
phecies: The ſubject. has undergone much 


inſtances, aſtoniſhes thoſe to whom it is firſt 

preſented, has only been placed in a more ſtri- 
king light by the moſt laborious and learned 

inveſtigations. There are, it is true, many! 
prophecies in Scripture which are ſtill very im- 
perfectly underſtood. But various events have 
explained to us ſome parts of theſe prophe- 


cies, and give us aſſurance that every _ 


| has a meaning, and will have an aceompliſh- 
ment. We endeavour, therefore, by ſearch- 
ing the Scriptures, to eatch the light which, 

in the courſe of Divine Providence, is gradu- 


ally reflected upon what we do not under 


| ſtand; and although we acknowledge the vas 
nity. of attempting to foretell future events by 
a conjectural explication of dark expreffions, 


gard the prophecies contained: in the Scrip- - 
_ tures as an evidence of their divine original, 


the 


* 


_— 


a - 


diſ&fion ;* and that coincidence between the 
prediction and the event, which, in numberleſs 


yet, judging from what we have ſeen, we re- 


_ which grows wick the lapſe of time, which = 
: canoe * overturned. by OE . * ons 
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5 164 TEES on the advantages ST Ser. 9 


1 


Fo the Chriſtian hh. by, any power of ſo- 4 
phiſtry or of ridicule in its enemies; and we 


| reſt in faith and hope, that, to ſome of the 
generations of men, this evidence will be ſo 
I clearly illuſtrated by the ſucceſſion of events 


in the church of Chriſt, as to convince even 
thoſe who ſhall then be moſt dif] poſed to re- 
fiſt the truth. 8 5 
All who believe in the. — of a Su- | 
preme Being, may know from the works of 


nature, that he does marvellous things which 


_ © we cannot comprehend ;” and all who be- 
5 lieve in the extraordinary revelations which 


| he has vouchſafed to the human race, receive 
them upon the faith of thoſe ſigns and won- 


ders by Which they were uſhered into the 
world. But the extent of power therein dif. . 


2 played, the working of that Almighty arm, 
which, by methods in our eyes the moſt un- 


likely, has conducted from the beginning of 


che world the great ſchemes of Divine Provi- 


dence, are thought of with becoming reve- 


; rence only by the perſons who read and pon- 


der the fimple accounts of thoſe tranſactions 


_ which the Scriptures. contain. In the miracles 
of the goſpel eſpecially, it is not merely the 
power, but the mixture of power and grace, 
the condeſcenſion, tenderneſs, and delicacy, 
Which the narration of the evangeliſts cxhi- 
© bits, that charaQteriſe the works of Jeſus, and 


- ſhew to an attentive reader the hand of God, 
with the man who went about doing good.” 
Ja: | 5 — n | » : . 2 As . 


22 the . Serigtarcs : 165 | 


55 the ſearch of the Scriptures es is profitable | 


«i « dofrine,” for teaching us the excellence 
and the evidence of religion, i it is profitable alſo 
« for reproof,” 
By {aid to extend our information. 
Many circumſtances have conſpired to en- Ly. 
6 the Scriptures a favourite ſubject of 'ridi- 

cule and ſophiſtry to the ſcorner; and thoſe 

who are ſtrangers to this book are eaſily miſe. 


and in this reſpect too, it may 


led by his words, becauſe they are unable to 
give any rational account of the detached paſ- 
ſages which they hear him miſrepreſent. But 


that acquaintance with the general ſcheme of 


the Scriptures, with the connection and de- 


pendency of the ſeveral parts, which is acqui- 
red by reading them carefully, prepares a 
Chriſtian to give an anſwer to every gne that 
aſketh a reaſon of the hope that is in him, 


and qualifies him to diſcern the futility of 


thoſe objections which ariſe from partial 


views, or from the petulance of men * who 
e ſpeak evil of the — ogg _ EO 


* not”: 


38} Reproof? Wiley, :4 not for the bedr 
: er nt but alſo for the falſe prophet. The 
faith and practice of Chiiftians have been of- 
ten perverted, and their conſciences have been 


ſubjected to the traditions and commandments 
of men. They who were miſled fell into this 
corruption and ſlavery by neglecting to ſearch 


the Seriptures: : They were delivered out of it 
by that pure and complete information which 
"bs! to be derived from the word of God. It 


Was 
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EO, oye the key of knowledge, and forbidden the 
People the uſe of this book, that The was able 
to impoſe the full weight of that grievous 
7 Ja under which the Chriſtian world long 


Sroaned: And it was when our forefathers | 


Preſumed to open this book, that they began 
do make themſelves free. From hence they 


Scripture, they expoſed to ſcorn the fabulous 
liegends, the abſurdities, th 


them in bondage. 3 
cor, with all the ſanction which they (derived 

from-authority, cuſtom, and ſuperſtition, were 

unable to ſtand before che truth: And the 


_  pational ſyſtem of faith, that ſpiritual worſhip, 
thoſe rights of private cem r. and mutual 
toleration, and thoſe ceptions ri 


ed churches. If ever à night of ſuperſtit 

ſhall again overſpread the Chriſtian world, it 
will ariſe from that negle& of the Seriptures 
Which grows with the impiety of modern times; 
7 555 for the ignorant are always an eaſy prey to 


HET. Fn: of ſpiritual tyranny. | 
ei the honour of the ere Wa 


ſpeak, that chey have trodden in the path of te 
the inhabitants of 


15 firſt reformers. By tea chi nc 
. - "WE Highlands and ind af Scotland to read 
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| was lier the church of Roe bad: taken a 4 


dexived irreſiſtible weapons. By the light of 3 
"idolatry, and the 


uncharitable ſpirit of thoſe Who bad kept | 
The various: forms of er- 


ſearch of the ſcriptures bath eſtabliſhed that | 


— 


(tian duty, which are che; ler of che reform- ; 


OR CPE TECTED) 


_ impoſture; while every well inſtructed Chri- 
wen nt its bis plane; wand againſt the 


the 
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copies of this book in the eren eee e 75 
take the moſt effectual method of combating 
the errors of Popery in thoſe diſtricts here 
that corrupted form of Chriſtianity ſtill | 
_ ails,.., They oppoſe to the ſeducing arts of 
Popich teachers, that knowledge which ſuch 
teachers have always been moſt ſolicitous to ſup - 
ä ref 3 and they enable thoſe who ſat in dark - 
neſs, to adopt. the words in which David ce- 
loebrates the information derived from that part 
5 1 the Scriptures. which Was pu li f 
: dan f Thou, through thy commandments, 
t made me wiſer than mige,coemies. © be 5 
| « « they are ever with me. I underſtand more 
3 than the Ancients, for. thy, pie are 
; 4 my meditation.” 1 
EE Searching the Seriptares is uſed for eur 
: Comfort. , 
7 The underſtanding of man is is delighted and 


Ds 6s 


KEE TT 


z ſtands i in : peed of ſomething more. The ce 7 
Which this world offers are unable to fatisfy 
bis foul; and all the objects to which he clings - 
7 upon earth confeſs their inſufficiency at thoſe 
very times when he has the moſt occafion for 
_ ſupport. Amidſt the viciſſitudes and calami- 
dies to which his life is expoſed, he has divec- 
ted his eyes from carth to heaven, and, by 
making his complaint to thoſe ſuperior beings 

__ whom unaſſiſted reaſon taught him to acknow- 
ledge, he has ſought to find, in a communi- 


en wick wn; hats Foe, which the-crea- 
tures 
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Gres were Ane to yield. FE But this: pure 5 i 
ſource of comfort was early empoiſoned by 
idolatry and ſuperſtition, The human mind, 
Ain its wanderings, forſook the living God; 


of true religion, and preparing the world, by 


and that which was called religion, became, in 
ſome reſpects, ſo childiſh, that it could not 
reach à wounded ſpirit z and in others, ſy 
2 chat it N 0 the an Horror 
an defirable . to man is 9 2 3 
* where all the revelations which the true 
er bath made of bimſelf are collected for 


ors Which are not its own, and no longer 
Abdel by the miſtakes of human fancy, ap- 


Pears with its native power of el and 


invigorating the mind. 

Me ſee in the Scriptures one © Ainet Be- 
ing, the Creator and Preſerver of all thoſe 
parts of nature which the blinded nations 


ſuppoſed to be animated by a multiplicity of 
gods, providing this earth with every thing 


neceſſary for the ſuſtenance and amuſement of 


| Its nobleſt inhabitant; . extending a fatherly a 
care over all the offspring of that one pair 
whom he made after his own image, and-exer- | 


ciſing, in a variety of diſpenſations, that moral 


| 5 government of which they are the fit ſubjects: 


We ſee him employing the illumination of one 


people, to preſerve, in the midſt of idolatry 


and wickedneſs, the knowledge and the hopes 
the 
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z where religion, {tripped of thoſe 
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was opened from the 


bing 
STI Aden of a ien of. 2 which 


ginning, for the ap- 
pearance of that perſon, who came, in the ful- 


neſs of time, from the boſom of bis Father, 
to declare him unto us, whoſe death is the a- 
tonement for the fins of the world, whoſe re- 
ſurrection is the aſſurance that his ſacrifice was 
accepted, . who entered into glory, that our 
| whole: religion gi ſpread over the world by the 


power that is given unto him, is the appoint - 


ed mean of enlightening the blinded nations, 

and of uniting the whole human race in the 
knoopledye, the warſhip, and the love of one 
God and Father of all, e pus Ray > 
the man Chriſt Jeſus. | 


This is: the- ſyſtem of 8 ia conſolation 


which the Scriptures unfold. It brings to the 
heart of man, under every perplexity, every © 
fear, and every ſorrow, that precious balm 

which the world cannot give: It cheers thoſe 
who know no other joy; and while it alle- 

Viates the burdens of this life, it opens the 


moſt delightful proſpects after the time or 


bearing them i is at an end. 1% SW. isn 
Ihe truth of this ſyſtem is pled 175 al 
who receire the Seriptures: Its power in Real- 
ing the 'brokenchearted is felt only by thoſe 
who ſearch them: For the conſolation of the 


Scriptures is not concentrated in one part of 


this ſacred book, but, with divine munificence, 


is ſcattered throughout the whole in all dif- 
ferent forms, and they who make the moſt 
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diligent Cents gather the largeſt Ken | 5 thi 
| Scriptures, that power, wiſdom, and goodneſs 

| which, when united, form the proper object 
of truſt to a feeble ignorant creature, are ex- 
| hibited in the moſt ſtriking light, not by de- 
feription merely, but by a record of their va- 


rious exertions : The whole extent of crea. 


tion, and the whole conduct of Providence, 
are perpetually preſented to us, in this book, 


under that aſpect which enables us to 
ſtand from them the loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord; and the death of Chriſt is ſtated as the 
facred pledge given to man that the Lord is 


gracious, and full of compaſſion. „ What- 


4 ſoever things were written here afore- time, 
etc were written for our learning, that we, thro! 
it patience and comfort of the Scriptures, 
might have hope.“ The meſſages ſent by 
the ancient prophets to thoſe nations with 
whom the Almighty was pleaſed to maintain 
a ſpecial intercourſe, abound with the moſt 
condeſcending. views of the Divine Majeſty, 
the moſt. rich and tender promiſes. In the 


many hiſtories of good men which the Scrip- 


tures record, we ſee the fulfilment of, thoſe 
- promiſes, the watchful care of Providence ex- 


5 emplified, the friends of God ever with him, 


aMicted yet not forſaken, chaſteged in faith- 
fulneſs and in love, raiſed out of the depth of 
affliction, and compaſſed about with ſongs of 


deliveranee. Their experience of his good- 
neſs removes our diſtruſt; their expreſſions of | 


eee our ee When 
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” yy ans prayers and praiſes which their . 
pious ſouls breathed, our hearts begin to ſym- 


pathiſe with theirs: and when, in ſimilar cir- 
cumſtances, we adopt the ſame language, we 


5 feel our breaſts glow with a Portion of their 


ſpirit. There is no ſituation in all the viciffi- 


tudes of human life to which ſome expreſſions = 
za the Pſalms are not appoſite. Every devout 


perſon finds his own condition delineated z* 


and the oftener he draws out of this well, he 
 imbibes the more fully the ſentiments ee | 
that condition ought to inſpire. Too 


Could we promiſe to paſs through life with. 


out ſorrow and without change, we might ac- 


count the precept in my text a needleſs in - 


junction. But if our gracious Father, know- 
ing ſthat man is born to trouble, hath pro- 


vided in the Scriptures a cordial adapted 


to every capacity and every taſte, it is ſurely 
our wiſdom to uſe it. The careleſs reader 
muſt miſs the treaſure contained in a book 
where the moſt intereſting hiſtories, the moſt 
ſublime poetry, the plaineſt words of promiſe, 
and the tendereſt effuſions of devotion, are 


beautifully thrown together. But to them 


who ſearch the Scriptures, the conſolation o- 
pened from thoſe various fources is fully im- 


parted; it is impreſſed upon their minds, and 


they are not only ſoothed during the action of 


reading, but they lay up a ſtore for the time 
of need. Perſons who have occafion to viſit 
the afflicted, know how dreary and barren 


Aole minds are which have no acquaintance 


, 


H 2 . with 


= with his wan how freetly nd . 
Fully the promiſes, the experiences, and he 
dievotions contained in this book, recur, in the 
day of trouble, to thoſe Nee . — nm 
their meditation. 

_- This is the cordial which 15 del 10 to e 
remote corners of this country, where many of 
eee rc poliſhed life have not yet 


the help of the ry is rer very didan, 
and there is not that kindly alleviation of = 
ſtreſs which ariſes from the ſympathy and aid 


= 2 numerous ——— 1 
"dg have the bleak ee eee 
_ ſequeſtered glen, the lonely iſlands :of a ſtor- 
my fea, by (introducing into them a ſound. 


__ is more chearing than che countenance | 


of a friend. The widow, 'therfatherleſs, the 
_ eee eme the-ſolitary, hall 


| the Scriptures which y you: have furniſhed them 


. with the means of acquiring: They will feel 
Four gift to to be · better than thouſands of gold 
4 and ſilver; and they will henceforth be 
able to ſay w 


Z. T teſtimonies have 1- taken as 


f with David, Thy ſtatutes have 
deen my ſongs in the houſe of i my;pilgri- 
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5 4 5 Which the Lord requires of him“ 
may be deduced from his: natural ſenſe of 
right and wrong; from his relation to God 
and to his fellow · creatures; from juſt views 
of his own intereſt, and the intereſts. of ſo- 
y m an enlarged comprehenſion ob the 
ways of Providence. It is certain, however, 
that the knowledge of hat rule of life whic 
may, in this manner, be deduced; has never 
deen completely or uni verſally attained in any 
country which was not bleſſed with an extra- 
. ordinary; revelation. The laws of human ſo-- 
N Nase even when they provide with wiſdom 
. peace deren dar e ths eee - 


+ I 


* 


ciety ; fr 


information of religion is communicated in or- 


der to furniſh us for every good work; 
and the comforts of religion are experienced 
only by thoſe who work the works of God. 
| Accordingly, the Apoſtle Paul ſays, that all 
. Seripture is profitable for correction and 
e inſtruction in righteouſneſs; © for correc» 
© tion,” that is, for amending thoſe who have 
erred; for inſtruction; that is, for train- 
| en they aa : 


1 
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: een of aur Conduct. 1 
The end of religion 1 odd ek: The 
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ons of our Fake W 


. wb 1 in the writings of a few men whom . 
dence zaiſed up in the midſt of Heathen dark- 
(Lb neſs, remain as monuments eke 1 


0 HD. 3 good conduct i is to the moſt e 


don of man. At the ſame time, e. 


tions been neazer to perfection than theß 


EE 2 they would not have produced much ef- 


5 body of the people were 


7 groſs and narrow :- - 


_ fe. They were counſels delivered without 
| ee they were unable to preſerve the 
pPurity of thoſe who received them, and they 

Vvere not publiſhed to the world; The great 
left to entertain con 


ceptions of the duties of life which were both 


moral inſtruction was 


a adminiſtered ſufficient to remedy the corrup- 


tion of their manners, and the natural ſenti- 
ments of the mind an e wa the pre · 


5 28 oP vailing-fuq " BR ns 
2 : 8 


It cannot phe: denied t Cad ſti; in theſe . 


anne in need of à plain, ex- 


plicit, authoritative declaration of their duty: 
And taking the Scriptures in the fimpleſt 


vie as a rule of life, they will be allowed to 
de a moſt uſeful book. Here is a ſtandard of 


conduct, which is leſs liable than any other 


do be perverted by cuſtom, or paſſion, or in- 
= © tereſt; a ſafe unerring guide to- which in eve - 
ey ſituation, we may, without fear, commit 
durſelves ; a voice from heaven, ſaying, «© This | 
is the way, walk ye in it.” The obligation 
of good conduct is not here left to reſt upon 
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Xs „ and which hardly touch che earts 
N chaſe who are able to perceive them; but it 
zs reſolved into the will of our Creator. The 
moſt venerable. authority 3 is oppoſed to the i im 
petuoſity of pation ;—the moſt intereſting ob- 
jects to the gains of iniquity the moſt exalt- 
cd affections to the pleaſures, of fin the un- 
derftanding, the conſcience, and the heart 
are addreſſed at once ;—and every other mode 
of inſtruction appears to be feeble, when 
1 8 with. the; $nergy; of che weed of 
od. 
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But we 1 lle b 


| _ ngwledge of that rule of life which the Scrip- 


tures contain: That they may be profitable to 


us for correction and inſtruction in , 


ie teouſneſs, we muſt ſearch them. A wiſe 


frlather does not attempt to pour at-once into 
 _ the mind of his ſon all the inſtruction which 
_ . needed through the: journey of life 3. but he 
| often repeats to him the many cautions which 
| paternal; care ſuggeſts to the heedleſſneſs of 
youth; he preſents to him objects that mini- 
ſtter to his improvement; he furniſhes him 


with frequent opportunities of obſervation and 


| | reflection; and even when he does not appear 
to teach, he leads him to grow wiſe by the 


exerciſe of his own powers. ; Under this fa- 


miliar image, you may perceive the. profitable. · 
neſs of ſearching the Scriptures. | This book, 
the book of nature, is full of inſtruction; 
: and the: method * e is 0 perfectly ad- 
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_ apted u hs nds of öſe cb le r. 
_ Uddrcfitd, that every one who is attentive. Sy 
9 . —_ from it *' wiſdom, and Juftice, and e- 
[7 0 * quity.” * * one place, the general principles 
bf a good re ſtated” conciſely; in another, 
pread out in the detail of the duties 
of different relations. Here, the perfection 
After which we ought to aſpire i is held forth 
LN without limitation; there, the commandment 
d accommodated with grace to the infirmities 
bf our nature. God ſpeaks to us in this book | 
With wee + with gentleneſs, in precept, in 
= ie, in threatening, in ſimnilitude, inn alle- 
N rye His conimandments meet us in ſo many 
IJ Forms that we art always put i :mbrance; 
© - and if ve only retain his words, we ſhall find 
= bis hand, whereſoeve: we are, lending” us in 
dde right path. His precepts come to be en- 
_ graven'upon our — et enſamples which 
Dare written for our admonition,” There are 


23 


r 4 the candy that f is in the houſe of 
the wicked.” The virtues of good men are 
diſplayed in the midſt of perils and tempta- 
nons, to ineite us to be followers of them; 
e are recorded, to teach us humi · 
| lity and ecircumſpection- We fee in tlie life 
_ of Jeſus, a-charaQter- free from every ſhade of 
human weakneſs, yet ſoftened by every tender 
ſceeling; 3 a man Mikes! e akk who es mare 
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of men. Tue Sanne with angel Wis cha T7 £up 
4 mcter is delineated, wins the heart; and Jeſus | 
8 5 commands us to ſearell the Scriptures, that 

; ve may fee him going before us in all that he 

*1 enjoins, and that the cords of love may thus. 
F bind his yoke 8 thoſe who ene . 5 
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Such is the variety of instruction vy whicls 1 
the Scriptures explain and enforce our duty, 
and reconcile our hearts to the practice of it: 
And this is the perfect teaching with which 
the Society in Scotland for propagating Chri- 


5 | Gian knowledge has furniſhed thoſewhom par- 

"Y _ ticular diſadvantages had retained longer than 

4 the inhabitants of other parts of the iſland in. 

a _. che rudeneſs of our anceſtors, and whoſe lo- 

"oy cal traditions and cuſtoms, while- they che- 

* riſhed ſome virtues, were unfavourable to that: 
A uniformity. of good conduct which is the per- R _ 
5 fection of the human character. By putting | 
* dhe words of this book into their mouth, and. 

CE. _ alluring them to meditate in the law of God: 

"4 day and night, vou have afforded the moſt: 

4 effectual and certain aid to the dictates of pru- 

; _ dence, of conſcience, and. of kind affection. 

y | | You have given a guard to their integrity, a. 

oF ' © bridle to their paſſions, and an incentive Met 1 

* 5 their languor.. If they make the teſtimonies: 

x of the Lord their counſellors,” they will feel! 

FP: an alacrity in well- doing, which does not a- 3 
i 8 1 from any 2 . <ondderation; ; and they: __ 


4. 
TS 


A 


23 
q 
Z 


* 
F 


feet, 


: 


ve 


a m 


0 
7 


1 


ht 


al 


* 


ig 


* 


C 


a 


1 


« 
11 
” 
«I 
Rx oc! 


7 5 


Ft 


| + 
wy 


£ 


£ 
PR 


- 


* 


; 


— —_ 


» — — — — 


1 
# 
U 
* — ? E521 25 
4 
> 
{ 
x 
” 
WF 
* % 
4 
4 
2 : 
: i 
\ 
* 
0 
* 
4 
. 
/ ; 


* 


Pp 1 at N : ; 
” 4 7 8 4d 6 * IF 


1 


— —— — ETE N ai 


— — — 
—ͤ—ä—64—Sö ———— —ͤ— — 


* ap n ryan it eke Ws . A e 
| Ron ; diſcourſe, 15 
2 e advantages which. may be derived 
| from om ſearching the. Scriptures, I now proceed, 
in the cond place, to ſuggeſt ſome directions 
for ſearching them in ſuch a manner as to reap». 
© thoſe advantages. „ 3 


5 The word which our Lord has choſen, 
5 ith  precifion. the outward. act which 
E required. of. Chriſtians. To. ſearch the. 
| Scxigtures f is not to read them haſtily, wih - 
out attention, upon ſome rare occaſion; it is 
io read them frequently, ſtatedly, and delibe- 
rately. None will ſay that this is an impracti- 
cable duty. The bufieſt may, by a proper diſ- 
| podition of their affairs, ſer. n a 
their time for this emplo ; and. the Mis: 
may well ſpare ſome: of thoſe 8 which. 
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collection. A part of it ought alway be 
. in . the Seriptures; and if we ac. 
1 count the oy of the word: honourable, we will 


my nd i in 


The rull s of ered eriticiſin « cannot de "4 
| poſed to enter into a7 popular diſcourſe. I 
rn not to addreſs myſelf to thoſe who 


are led, either by ix or by a Kae ot 


duty, to employ their Jnerary talents in the 


— of W r ſtudies. Were after 


| ſpeak, whole? in r 

benefit of the great 0 oF the ite i is cer- 
min diftrifts, T with to' aflift thaſe who have 
no peculiar” advantages for ſtudy, in deriving 
information, comfort, and inftruftion from 
the ſearch of the Scriptures: And to them 1 
N. hat, if they would not with this employ- 
ment to be bodily exerciſe, which profiteth 


Ann, they muſt read with good intention, 


_ with" humility;—with application. to. their 
n caſe, — and with prayer. 
1. In order to 7 


dily taſks, che dtpolition of We work= 
man nad is not of great importance. Pro- 

_ vided the work be done, his wages are earned, 
and his maſter is ſatisfied : But the uſefulneſs. 
of: thoſe exerciſes which miniſter to'the im- 
| grovement 6 12 the mind, * very much 
upon 
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beart will not be che better far ;# that knows 


„ ledge which puffeth up.” If you ſeanch th 
. Seripturee in order to be learned in contraver- 
y. Jou may know the grounds of alk che dif- 


ferent opinions: reſpecting certain diſputed 
points; yau may be able to convince the ads 


verſaries, and to de fend your own tenets with 
1 there is a danger of your turn - 
ing aſide from the weighty matters of the law,. 
a gueſtions and ſtri of dasz and in 
your zeal to eſtabliſh what ow: account the 
truth, nn make ſhipwreck: of faith and 
a good conſ Once more, en ſearch 
he Scriptures with a captious ſpirit, deſirous 
of raifing objections; of finding toarter-of cens 


ee of 2 you: may 1 
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ine yourſelves, that you may know the. 


with which the work is done. Do 


your eye when 
ou read it. door þ born babes, defire 


milk of the word, that ye may 
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we receive ant of bucaliey, «ata mat 
% ho would be wile,” is 1 
minded, both by the book of: nature, ad che 
book of -Scripture, that be is: of weer 
2 and knows nothing.“ 


gathered by the untuored ſavage. Bernal 
materials of convenience and enjoyment long 
remained hidden from the generations of men. 


The inveſtigation of the laws according to 
which God conducts thoſe operations ien 
we daily ſee, requires much attention an 


N 3 and there appear to be certain bounds 
_ ne: the curioſity. of man, myſteries in nas 
ture which he in! vain attempts to penetrate; 
e the fact is manifeſt to his ſenſes, while 


N dewilderiog. The book of Seripture, in 
like manner, bears the marks of proceedi 
from him who is known to us only in that dee” 
gree in which he condeſcends to make himſelß 
- manifeſt... He hath made every thing neceſſa- 
ry for our information, our co or 


inſtruction, plain to thoſe who. ſearch, t he. 
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bed much ae * this „ light. 
- Kvemithe: hiſtorical:booksiof Scripture: appear 


ſtrange to thoſe who are unacquainted with. | 
-- anvieavenſtoms. / The writings: of che pro- 
pets, from the very nature of propheey, are 
5 chſcu „ een us N 2684 veiled in the 
The doArinal' parts of. 
ten itoucie upon fubjects which are raiſed far 
bone unt Te limited faculties of man, in 
___ vain, attempt to comprehend the wiſdom, the 


yy and the grace of an infinite Being; 


_ andthe ſpeech of man is altogether-inade- 
_  - quate to espreſs that which it hath- nga 
. _ zrediinto-the heart of man to conceive; 
Athen, you begin your ſearch ale Ser- | 
tures with an expectation that every thing eon- 
tuained in them is level to: your capacity, you 
will ſoon be diſſatisſied; you will wares + eng | 
as ys docs underſtand; becauſe: 
vou meet with difficulties; or, like the un- 
learned and unſtable whom the - Apoſtle Peter 
_ neproves; vou will wreſt- the Epiſtles, and 


other diſffeult places, to your on deſtruction. 
k becomes you to conſider chat ! is a roar 


tt tecollect, that, as there muſt be in Serip- 
iich are hard to be u 
mof God; theſe very 


nagen w, in the wif 


2 nn many excellent | 


2 


actions 


— "no — — . 


it. 


7 * 


@ > 


-" 
G” 
* 


of faith MAP practice, the meditation and 
delight of Chriſtians of every condition, of 
ä IP” arms; of attainment! in foience:— 


e age, even thoſe who, by r 


ro? 7 © 3. WE: 
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This babe Fg Perks 2 


therefore, according to the image of 
the Apofte, there is not only plain food 
for ſuch as have need of milk, but there 
is alſo ſtrong meat for ſuch” as are of 
et have their ſenſes exerciſed Aen. N 


. and evil.“ While the principles of the 
n dottrine of chic are here” revealed unto 
Auder in ke owl re is i: 70 
— —— — - | 


rians, philoſophers, hiſtorians,” have ſearched. 
the Seriptures, and their ſearch has been amp- 
1y rewarded. An enlarged comprehenſion of 


the ſcheme of Providence, as the courfe of 


| ſome to attain that . 


Adr Mü Hithirekdes octane with an- 
cient languages and manners has expounded 
the meaning of many paſſages which bad been 


eee miſrepreſented ; and ſacred 


riticifm, proceeding vpon © found principles, 
— — mer of erudition and info 


formation, has, in numberleſs inſtances; re- 
ſeued the Scriptures ol the charge of ab. 
| ſurdity and inconſiſtency, and has demonſtra- 
eee. effectual n en Nun 
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1 or from grok dor options. The — in⸗ 
et ons which the ſame text ad, received 
| Ie > of controverſy; have corre&t- 
ES 75 ren the diligence. and acute» 
Wa. neſs with which theological writers have fifted 


LE et uefoanches „ {Wang eas prophecy : 
1 3 Scrip- 
ture, as well as the exactneſs of thoſe that are 

— has —— oy Selig; nod 4 


ee eee eee wn commerce has 
carried to visit paris eee t 
removed from us. $45; 
In this manner the. difficulties — — 5 
are continually vaniſhing before enlightened 
Ne 3 the. eee je and ignorance of 
the xpoled.; the knowledge of 


e wait W God i is eſtabliſhed: And from 
all this we learn with what humilicy we'ought 
cao read. By © the things in Scripture which 
E__ 5 4 are hard to be underſtood,” God checks 
dur pride: by the gradual explication of thoſe 
things, he gives us aſſurance that his word 
ſhall endure for ever, and teaches us to loox 
for War. time ordained; in his providence, for 
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© which che united labours of his ſervants are 
| 3 Preparing che world, when the / infignificant 
= attack hat have been made e, his: moe 
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, and the faith of thoſe 3p 


'B "which are en unto us in this beg 5 . 


. Bold attacks have ſometimes raiſed in pious 
dreaſts ſhall be perfectly removed, and the 
wiſdom and confiſteney of this divine boox 
| ſhall de univerfally acknowledged. In this 


hope, dwell ye upon thoſe paſſages which you 


underſtand: meditate on them: be thankful 


for them. Believe that a great deal of What 
you do not underſtand is plain to others more 
learned, more experienced, more diligent than 
you are. Attend to che connection in which 
difficult paſſages ſtand with the context, to 
other places of Scripture where the ſame 
__ - thing is more clearly exprefſed, to the expli- 
_ cations which you occaſionally receive. If, 
after all, darkneſs ſhould remain upon many 
places, be not diſheartened, and do not repine. 
Be aſſured that what ou know ** 45; able o 
4 make you wife unto ſalvation” And, ace 
ceording to the counſel of the ſon of Sirach, 
_ < be not curious in unneceſſary matters, nei- 
„ ther ſeek the things that are above oY 
7.0 ſtrengtb; for more things are ſhewed thee 


men underſtand, and it is not neceſſa- 


8 ry for thee to ſee 1955 rh ena that are OO 
ever.” 


The e are as a Usht Dining in in 


t a dark place, unto: which ye do well that 7% 
take heed, until the day dawn, and the day- 
© ſtar ariſe.” This is but the beginning f 
our exiſtence, the opening of the 3 EDA 


reaſon and virtue in our ſouls. The thi 
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wh way} of life; and his counſel is accommada- 


— Warnings. E reproat, a COTE | 


pen 


_ are what,the angels: An tn ber RE 


when. we are made like the 88 * Now 
t we ſee throus] a glaſs darkly; then we ſhall 
is ſee face to face. Now we know in part; but 
1 hen that which is perfect is come, then 


: *-thas which is in part ſhall be done away.” 


3. In order te profit by ſearching the. A: 
eee to: nn nee, ee 


5 tion to:our' owni caſe... 


Ahe Scriptures: are n to hs! claſed-with 


* many other books of amuſement or im- 


provement, in — attention is dee 


60 ob ſen 


3 — the: calls 3. e 
4 the ſons of men.” All kindre. 


eds and tribes 
are eee, Nees to > draw me and che _ 


— . infratiive Ie 


which it ia the duty and the wiſdom of future 
generations to mark. The Father of the hu - 
man race here gives to all his children that 
counſel by which he would guide them in the 


tec: with condeſcending: grace to all thoſe. va · 
in their condition: which he endbw. 


which there is ſeldom a probability of doing 
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1 draw out of this: nexhauſtible ſt rchoule - 


not * pa rs ee 
vou ee. or hear to others; an employment hs 


much good, and always a danger of . fc 


harm: But ſeek to attain that eſſential benefit” 
which may certainly be derived from a wiſe 
application of the Scriptures to yourſetves. 


When you contemplate thoſe excellent” cha- 
racters which are delineated -in this bock, do 


not think it enough to pay that tribute of ad- 
miration which the moſt hardened finner can- 


not with-hold; but turn upon yourſelves, and 


ſay, Am I a follower of that which I admire?” 
Have I any portion of the faith of Abraham, 


of the fortitude of Joſeph, of the gentleneſs 


of Moſes, of the patience of Job, of the piety 


of Daniel, of the mind of Jeſus? When your 


abhorrence is excited by thoſe pictures af the 
iniquity of Iſrael which abound in the Pro- 
phets, and of the vices of the Heathen world 
Which occur in the Epiſtles, ſearch for the 
plague of your on heart; and ſee if, in ſome 
corner of the picture, ET fin. which deſerts 
you, is not painted with ſo ſtrong A peneil, 


that even your own partial eyes perceive the 


lkeneſs. When your ſouls are raviſhed, Wich 
the great and precious promiſes“ of this, 
word, afk yourſelves, whether. from the de- Rn 
fesche of the ſervant of God which are 
always conjoined with his promiſes, you. can 
take courage to claſs yourſelves amongſt, the 
. 1 2 5 of thoſe to whom God ſpeaks peace. 
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_ "When your heart ſtands in awe of his 8 
nings, think if 8 your con- 


Auctzꝭ by which you are ſetting up yourſelves as 

à⁊ mark to receive the arrows of the Almighty. 
WMben you read the prayers of good men in 

BE Scripture, and ſee the ſelf-abaſement, the ear= _ 

neſtneſs, and repetitions with which they ap- 
proached a throne of grace, recollect your own 


the feebleneſs of your reſolutions, the 


. temptations to which your virtue is expoſed, 
dae dangers which encompaſs your life, you. 
property, your family, your good name, and 
© _ _ think what need you have to exerciſe the ſame 
HIRE humility and dependence upon Heaven which 
| __ their devotions exemplify. . When you read 
| their ſongs of praiſe, think of the bleſlings 
which have followed you, the perils out of 
' which you have been reſcued, the mercy which. 
ua ſuſtained you. in the time of trouble ; and 
mark how God ſeems to put into your mouth 
_ every word, by which they endeavoured to ex- 
| prels the gratitude. that glowed in their breaſts. 
Tour fituation in life, and che particular oc- 
; currences of your lot, have imperceptibly for- 
med your ſentiments concerning the ways of 
Providence, the value of this world, the ex- 
_ eellence and the happineſs of man. Try your 
ſientiments by comparing them with the many 
..  firiking views of thoſe important ſubjects which 
che Seriptures open; and be aſſured, that there 
1e ſome defect i in the ſtate of your mind, un- 
| tefs you are able to regulate your opinions and 
_ principles by that ſtandard which is the truth. 
Do not GY: in FR to yourſelves, the 
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pieces of hiſtory, 1 take fo ſtrong 

mind of the young as thoſe recorded in 8 . 
ture. Try then to form the minds of thoſe 

| who are deareſt to you, by teaching them, 6s 
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3 of the Script 


5 from the lake, left. you uy to 1 it, be⸗ 5 
caꝛuſe it reproves your deeds ; but let the word | 
' Oh: God be, with you, the teſt of every gain, i 
evxery indulgence, every purſuit ; and by this 
readineſs with which you come to the light. © - 
let it be made manifeſt that your deeds are 
5 wrought in God. 
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4 Jay,” ſaid the Lord by Moſes, * ſhall bein 
4 thine heart; and thou ſhalt teach them di- 
: « ligently | unto. thy children, and thou. ſhalt 
talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine 


« houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, 


«and when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
4 riſeſt up.” The expreſſions by which the 
_ Almighty condeſcends thus earneſtly to recom» 
mend the ſearch of the Scriptures, ſuggeſt that 


the application of them ſhould begin early in 


life. . „ Thon ſhalt talk of them, t0 thy chil« | 
4 dren when thou ſitteſt in thine houſe. a j 
What an edifying ſubject of. domeſtic : con- + 


verſation ! You have often obſerved that no 
a hold of the 


'C rip I 


| they are able to bear it, to apply to en L 
7 different parts of Scripture. | Accuſtom them, 
à their underſtandings open, to receive ane 
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4 talk with thee: For the commandment is a 


which will nouriſh eld to ry kn ex- 


_ ertion, which will furniſh them with ſtrength 105 
to reſiſt temptation, with an antidote: againſt 


the words of the ſcorner, with a cordial a- 


midſt the diſappointments and ſorrows which 
Providence may ordain for them. 1 Where- 
1 4 e with hall a young man cleanſe his way ?. 

by taking heed thereto according to thy 
0. word.” . My ſon,” let every father ſay | 


with Solomon, bow thine ear to the ſayings 


* of this book; let them not depart from 
? & thine eyes, and keep them in the midſt of 
; *Yhine heart, for they are life unto thoſe that 
find them. When thou goeſt, they ſhall 
«lead chee; when thou fleepeſt, they mall 


keep thee; when thou awakeſt, they ſhall 


lamp, and e of instruction are the 
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ary to read them with Prayer. 


e ere we are permitted to maintain. The 


memorial will ſoan loſe its effect m recalling 


divine things to our minds, if the correſpon · 
— e, ter 2 


17 


— of God contains his 'coutife] to 
His children: Prayer opens their minds to re · 
ecive that counſel. The one is a memorial 
left us by a Being who is not {preſent to our 
ener: 'the other is that method of corre- 
- ſponding. with him, which, while we are at a 
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us near to God. When the ſaints of G0 
it at his feet, every one receives of his 


. ledge, then they find the fear of the Lord.“ 


The bleffed Jeſus, in the days of his fleſh, 


P the underſtandings of his diſeiples, 
chat they might underſtand the Scriptures: 


After his aſcenſion, he ſent forth his Spirit 


into the hearts of his apoſtles, to guide them 


into all truth; and he commanded Philip to 
go nkar, and to join himſelf to the devout 
Ethiopian, who had come up to Jeruſalem! to 
worſhip, and who, in his return, was read - 
ing Iſaiah the Prophet, without underſtand- 


ing what he read. The ſame Jeſus, in every 


age, marks the earneſtneſs and humility of 


thoſe who ſearch the Scriptures: The Spirit, 


under whoſe inſpiration the Scriptures were 
written, continues to proceed from him; and 


by the internal illumination of the Holy Ghoſt, 
or by various inſtruments which he is able to 
raiſe up, he anſwers the prayers which, amidſt 
their darkneſs and doubts, his ſervants offer 


in his name to the Father of lights. Did 


not our hearts burn within us,” ſaid the 
diſciples, “ when he talked to us by the way, 
ee and opened unto us the Scriptures?” And 
do not the hearts of. his diſciples ſtill burn 
within them, when he removes the veil from 


their eyes in reading the Scriptures, and en- 
ables them to perceive the things that are ſpi- 


5 diſcerned 2 The ſecret of the Lord 
r oo | . hs FN | — 


one another, had confine in bringing - 
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75 ” is wah aw that fear FERN and to ahem wil 
he magifeſt his covenant”? oo 
Even David, the man „he en ſo &rongly, = | 
__ and who has deſeribed; ſo copiouſly the advan. FF 
tages of ſearching the Scriptures, does not ſay 
that he diſcovered theſe advantages, but he 
- prays that they may be ſhewn to him. O. 
pen thou mine eyes, that I may behold won- 
- drous things out of thy law. I am a ſtran · 
3 $6 ger upon the earth; hide not thy com- 
1 * mandments from me. Mark the ſpirit of 
theſe words; follow the example of chis de- 
vout man; cc © when vou lack wiſdom, aſk of 


God, and it ſhall be given you. Let prayer 


1 enliven and ſanctify your ſearch of the Scrip- 
: tures. a It will render the word of God to you 
quick and powerful, and will give it an influ- 


ence. over your minds very much ſuperior to 


tat of any other ſtudy. The Almighty, will 
9, inſtruct yon, and guide you with his eye z he 
will make you wiſe through the knowledge of 


Bis word, and he will enlarge Four. heart to 


| run the, Lig pe his commandments. , q f i; 117 7 
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- cept. of our Lord, has appeared, in the pro- 
47 greſs of this diſcourſe, to reflect great honour | 
upon the Society before whom I now ſpeak. 


To their pure minds, it will ſuggeſt much en- 


5 couragement to perſevere : : and to the public, 

it may ſuggeſt the ſtrongeſt reaſons for grant - 
ing them that countenance and aid which are 
85 en to reader d the. benefit of their pious 
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is our happineſs to live I hide ik : 
government appears ;folietious: to improve the 
Fun; reſources of the country, when the 
attention of men of rank, of fortune, and of 
influence, is turned to corners which had ods... 
been neglected, and the moſt reſpectable aſ- 
iations are formed for enabling the inha- 


e. of N coaſts; 0 avail themſelves of 


their natural advantages. May it not be ex- - 
edel that this liberal and enlightened policy _ 

will embrace the important objects of this So- _ 
Ciety as congenial with itſelf ; that thoſe who 


| ſeek to extend the wealth of the community, 
will, from the ſame benevolent principles, en- 
courage every rational attempt to cheriſh the 
1 of the community; and that, amidſt 


_ the patriotic efforts to reſcue our been in 
the Highlands and iſlands from poverty and 
ſlaviſh dependence, and to reconcile them to 
their» native land, by rendering their ſituation 
more comfortable, the exertions of this 80o- 
ciety to form their minds by Chriſtian know 
ledge, will appear praiſe-worthy in the eyes : 
of every Briton ? The profanity and profli- 
gacy of the lower ranks are felt and lamented 
in the more populous and wealthy diſtricts of 
the empire; and even thoſe who, in other re- 
ſpects, do not diſcover much zeal about the | 
intereſts of religion and morality, have been 
made to ſee and know that the inſtruction and 
een of the people form a moſt deſi · 
E rable 
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ods obje& 0 dhe f kate, le it dene des | 
firable to prepare a eee for the evil where 
it has not yet become inveterate, to complete 
2 . proviſion for the proſperity and improve- 
ment of the remoter parts of the iſland, by 
adminiſtering to the uncorrupted inhabitants 
the wholeſome counſel of this book, at a time 
when they are eager to receive it. Their har- 
dy valour has often maintained the honour, 
and repelled the dangers of their country: 
Their morals, eſtabliſhed upon Chriſtian prin- 
_ciples, may reprove the impiety and licentiouſ. 
nefs of the age; and, as they and their de- 
ſcendants ſpread through the different parts 
of the empire, they may thus carry with nn 
an antidote againſt the general infection. 
Let not then our princes, our aide and 
our nobles, think ir beneath their dignity, or 
2 diverſion from their generous purſuit of the 
"Hubli good, to encourage, by their counte- 
nance and ſupport, che labours of the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel in their ſeveral ' depart- 
ments, and the more extenſive plans which 
this Society has formed. The moſt enlight- 
ened writers upon political economy cannot 
point out a treaſure of ſuch value to the ſtate, 
as a ſtock of uſeful ſubjects trained by early 
culture and familiar inſtruction, to honeſty, 
induſtry, and temperance : And the efforts of 
the moſt able and upright ſtateſmen to lift 
this country above its misfortunes, will prove. 
- gbortive, unleſs thoſe under their adminiſtra- 
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; (7 886 el exalteth A nation: but fin is the 
e reproach” of a people.” „I am the Lord 
«thy God, ſatth the Almighty, „ which 
ti teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee 
by the way that thou ſhouldſt go. O that 
thou wouldſt hearken to my command- 
et ments ! Then ſhould thy peace be as the 


« river, and thy ſeed ſhould be multiplied as 


«the ſand; thy ſons ſhould: be as plants 
grown up in their youth; thy gafners ſhould 
be full, affording all manner of ſtore, and 


« there ſhould be no complaining in thy 


- ſtreers. Happy is the. people that is in 
„ ſuch a caſe; yea, N is 82575 of e 
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"HE. text affords occafion for diſ courſing 
of the A pr” . Chriſtian: r 


diſcourſe. It is 
. a light view of one corner of it that I 
can now take. And, in the few hints Which 
may be offered, it will not ſurely be thought 


that I preſume to dictate to my reverend fa- 
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. is moral and religious. 
ledge gives ſubſiſtence 


ws 


2D m Des requires, to pet your win 15 er 


nbrance ; to ſuggeſt ſome things, of 


: : which, though. we may know them already, 


it eannot be improper that we fliouid be re- 


minded from time to time. What I have to 
advance will appear, I hope; to be juſt, and 
nothing materially different from the ent 
ments of men of greater improvement, or bet- 
ter experience: But, if otherwiſe, and I ſhould 
expreſs myſelf without heſitation, the deciſive 
manner, allowed and e e in a ee, 
muſt be my apology. | | 


Give me leave, then, briefly to ele out aig 


” 
. 


af The purge of x rode ing is, "ts as 


text, to Feach the people knowledge. Know- 
ledge hath been called *© the food of the 
mind; becauſe to this it gives nouriſh- 
ment and ſtrength, ſimilar to that which com- 
mon food gives to the body. And if this po- 
ſition be, in ſome meaſure, true of all real 
; knowledge, it holds peculiarly of that which 
This ſpecies of kn o. 
e: All other kinds ſerve. 
_ chiefly to give a eeliſh z1while, 10 an unde- 
| bauched mind, the pureſt, moſt 
abiding reliſh, ariſes like wiſe from the former: 
Juſt, as in à ſound conſtitution of body, the 
RO) anc moſt neceſſary food gives: a more 


1 0 4 laſtins 


: ofe of preaching, and the x manner bes gene | 
i e . ee e | 


grateful, and 
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: 200 1 "The i End of Preaching, : . : 
laſting gratification, chan abet which | is given 
by delicacies... .. ; 

Knowledge, or the ion N truth, real 
5 or ſuppoſed, lies at the bottom of all that we 
contrive or do. This ariſes from our nature 
as intelligent beings, in whom every exerciſe 
of thought, and every thing they do with con- 
ſciouſneſs, implies. forming a. notion or opi- 
nion. The more important the object of our 
minds, the more neceſſary is our knowledge 
concerning it; and, therefore, as religion is. 
our higheſt concern, knowledge of its facts. 
and doctrines is indiſpenſable. To this-its: ſe- 
modes of adminiſtration and addreſs con- 
ftanuly refer., Admonitions and exhortations, | 
in which all addreſſes from this place do ter - 
minate, always ſuppoſe ſome truths, ſome 
points of knowledge, as their ground: Land 
the clearer, the juſter, and the more compre- 
henfive, the views which we communicate of 
religious truths, the more will the religious 
practice, which is founded in them, become, 
as the Apoſtle exhorts, a reaſonable cee 
But how wilt the wiſe preacher propoſe 
theſe truths? In a vay that i is eaſy and intelli- 
gible to all. For it is not learning, but the 
reſult of learning, the fruits'of well. digeſted- 
knowledge, in a diſplay of fentiments adapted 


to common capacities, that mark not only the 


uſeful, but the wiſe and able preacher. And 

as ſuch a preacher will be careful, on one 

heir not to. be Ins or paring; ſo he. 
54 a+ - will 


W 5 1 
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5 will Wel on abe We ads: Fry VIROL 2) 
perly profuſe, Better it is to ſay what we ſay, 
with effect, than to ſay every thing that may 
be ſaid. In a country where the goſpel hath 
been long taught and profeſſed, much may be 
ſafely left, on almoſt every ſubje&, to the ge- 
neral anticipations of the people. And true 
knowledge ariſes from a clear united view of | 


a ſubject, where the mind can eaſily ſurvey the 


ſeveral parts, and comprehend the whole at 


once, rather than from the broken proſpect oſ 
ſeparate parts, extended without mit. On 


which account, what is called exhauſting 7 
ſubject, is often nothing more than a learned - 
Find of trifling; where, becauſe each divine 
truth is connected nearly or more remotely 
with every other, men ſet themfelves to ſay' 
eve ry thi ng upon every ſubje&; at leaft, to run 


different ſubjects into one another, till the 
mind of the hearer, inſtead of being len : 


tened, is left incumbered and perplexed. 


But we are not yet arrive at the great ts 


5 of preaching. Speculative knowledge is no- 


more than the means, practical knowledge is 


the end; or, the former is the ſoil, the latter 55 
is the fruit, which if the other fail to produce, 
it becomes unprofitable, or worſe; it may a- 


bound in noxious: weeds. In religion, true 


| knowledge is- attained! more by the heart than 


by the bead. I. vill give them: an heart to: 


know: me, ſaith. God by the prophet. The 
ſcripture ſpeaks of believing with the heart, un- 


| IE. with the heart, and: being e _ quick* 
"0 Is 


underſtanding: 
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Pr re pan nean as a ie 
daten, and, where they take place, aol 
may not give riſe to good practice; a 4 dif- 
position and practice, on the other hand, 

* certain inlets to all valuable improveme 
8 beculatic n. Doing the Will of < God, is 'C- 
4 eld by our Saviour as the great requiſite 
for diſcovering whether any doctrine be di- 
vine ; and to the ſame purpoſe the Apoflle 

John: Fe have: an unction from” the' Holy one, 
aid now: all things. It is a maxim which 
Bolds univerfally, that. thoſe things which 

when we learn we oug! t to do, we learn by 

doing them... 14 Lerner ecketh wiſdom, and 

it net; : Bui kno: ledge is eaſy ia him that 
| underſtandeth. | From all which it follows, that 
the knowledge which the wiſe preacher will 
teach the people, is that which tends to make 
them wiſe: tu ſalnatian ;. or, in other words, 
which reſolves itſelf into practice. Happy the 
pPreacher who, whatever he fails in; ſucceeds in 

' this... For he who is thus taught, is co be nes 
_ eounted. the only wiſe Chriſtian, As the end 
of Chriſtianity is to Influence the heart as 

ions, not he who is able to talk much and 
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right! Ht eee to obj ect again h 2 
> that he is a Chriſtian witknur know-- 


: ledge, becauſe he may otherwiſe diſcover. mm i EE 


- flend . capacity, they ſhould be alked ®, 


to object againſt one of like capacity, that 
NE prudent without knowledge, when, as 


rial allies with diſcretion. It is therefore 


7 | the ee attaining > of this practical under- 1785 


2; din religious truths; that will oF: the 
: great object ef a | preacher's-care. * © 1 


All principles are for the ſake of it - 
5 And as there are many high and important the- N 
bries in the goſpel, ſo that preacher is tobe deem 


eld more or leſs able and wile, who: is more or leſs 
8 Kilful | in ihuſtrating their pra 
I is not always neceffary that doctrines ſhould 

have an elaborate expoſition and proof. The 
exerciſe of common ſenſe, and early and ge- 


s _ neral belief, will render a {Bort account of the 
meaning and the grounds of ordinary doctrines 


fufficient. It is therefore more eligible, in ge · 
neral, that they, be ſhown. chicfly ; in their effi- 


 Eacy+ The minds of men, at the lame time 


that they entertain no doubts of their be 
will be hereby withdrawn from reſting i 
them Mp matters of, mere e and will 


as is of- 
-caſe, he is obſerved to manage his 


ticat influence: 


Whether chop: would think it to the purpoſe : 
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tue; the Arine eee 
and authority; the moral government of God; 
and the ſcheme of redemption diſcourſed of 
pPy itſelf, and interſperſed with all other truths; 
comprehend the whole ſubject of preaching, 
But to make theſe momentous truths of real 
uſe, they muſt be ſkilfully applied to human 
nature, and to the characters of men. From 
the manner of applying chem ariſes the na- 
ture, and the degree of their influence; and 
to have proper influence, the application muſt 
refer to the preciſe ſtate of a man's character 
and conduct. To promote the purpoſe of 
preaching, that I may adopt here the words 
of one who was thoroughly acquainted with 

the avenues to the human heart, «We muſt 
* bold, ” as it were, © the mirror up to na- 
« ture ; ſhow virtue her own feature; 'vice 
. « her own image, and the very age and body 
40 of the time its form and preſſure.“ Gene- 
ral declamation will be unavailing. But in 
diverſifying our ſubject, by delineating the 
particular movements of the paſſions, ſo as to 
| hit the 1 of nnn le no W ee 
e | 3 ps One 
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cular pe zerior — meant; or ated: ate 
conſcience eee led. 105 p he: 


93 picture. 2. Ar ex. e 5 . oF. 1 
* 1 is. obvious what mental. 8 x 
mode: of preaching muſt give to our diſcourſes, 


this. 


ſubjects of preaching are always the ſame, 


a ba the mode. of applying. them ought to vary 
| ing manners of different times 
and places. And it is this continual prefent- 
ing of freſh views, correſponding to the con - 
unual fluct 
| ſeems to be aſſigned in the text as the evidence 


wich the var 


ion of human, manners, that. 


of à wiſe preacher: | Becauſe the e An 


wiſe, be {till taught the people knowledge. 5 
But two things of much greater W 
than mere variety, occur to be abſerved. here. 


One is, that the characteriſtic. mode of preach· 


1 ing i is. the beſt proof of ability: therother, _ 
it is the beſt means of perſuaſion: | 


It is eaſy, in a. general way, to praiſe Are 


| and to cenſure vice; to exhiort. to purſue the 
one, and to avoid the other; and to throw 
out on theſe heads a great deal of idle talk, 

full of florid expreſſions, and of well rounded 


and ſwelling periods. But to delineate with 


75 precifion the particular movements of the hearts 


to. point. out the different influence of motives . 
upon the paſſions of different perſans,, to dif= 
tinguiſh the different features in characters 


that come under the ſame general denomina- 


tion; this requires fill and Pains. There is 


A an endleſs YE of attitudes in the human 
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netration.” The? Je ne ſgai quoi, a favourite phraſe 
vith all. crude writers, is employed to Toggeſt, that 
there is ſomething in their meaning too refined for 
_ - words to expreſs. "Ut is, accordingly, feppoſed” by ſu- 


. perficiat readers to indicate a faperior reach: Not con- 
gering that the more perfectly an author underſtands 5 
dis fabzect, the ſeldomer he will need to uſe it. It is 
| not; then, the refinement, but, on the gontrary, the | 
donfuſſon, or the want of thought, that 92 2 The moſt. 


* occaſions the uſe of this phraſe. 4 4 


| + A certain claſs of preachers fpeak 00 great 
„ e of general 'declamation, which they affect to- 
een harangving; and their ſcorn would be juſt, if | 

- _ - they themſelves had any thing better to ſubſtitute 
0 place. But their own way i is, by a multitude | 


of aniog diſtinctions, to throw a diſcourſe, ac- 
; cording to the rules of an artificial ſyſtem,. into endleſs 
divifions and ſubdiviſions; which, inſtead of entering 


into the merits of a ſubjeft, or exhibiting x clear com- 5 


| pretienfive united view of it, only ſritter it down in- 


too a ſet of -particolars that go about it and about it. 


Tet the man. who excells in this way, they call a great 


preacher or an able divine. Let theſe epithets be al- 


lowed him, providing it be granted, that in à per- 
n of as TR the ſame: _ are perpetually 
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en it;“ at anoth 


that the ching is true, 


rapery; zen 


| femiments "by the ea of eloquence. . 
There are two great obſtacles to en 5 
e 
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— under the appearance of proceeding, ſands. 


_ till ; and that we hardly advance one ſtep in the real 
knowledge of the ſubject. The moſt cffeQual way of 
13 becoming fooliſh,” ſays a celebrated: author, is by | 
x ſyſtem : For, the liker any thing is to wiſdom, if 

| . it "OE: not arrays boo, itfelf,, the more re ONE | 
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| 'he reafo: ds; e ee eee 
| ſelves in a manner equally concerned, no one 
takes a perſonal concern. To ſpeak; fo as ro 
e ener eren, with fome weer, aun Fg 
ths FENG cath his thoughts iure and toy, : 
4 hase felt it in myſelf:?“ This is ſpeaking to 
purpoſe, becauſe it is ſpeaking to eonvickion 
not a general th | 
dut a particular conviction, that it is the eaſe 
of an individual.— The glowing colours of the 
imagination, and vekemence' of addreſs, which 
have been ſometimes ſpoken of, as though 
5 eee were EXE” pron brag eee, are, even when 


| is ! " pots us per 6 kia heads ; that the 


5 T0 
5 


the mind out of its indolence, command the 


_ „ . Ser. 3 
ceit. The effulions of a warm and Neely: an- 
ede y Brake: 


attention, and produce a ſtrong agitation. But 


| | i the mind. have” no. determinate object, the 


ary, and without meaning; 


IS or it it laſt, will iſſue in wild and irregular 
conduct. In the mean time,  ſelf-deceit pro- 


ceeds in her operations with more ſecurity and 
ſueceſs than before. But charadteriſtic ſenti- 


ſtanding, detect ſelf-conceit in her lurking pla- 
ces, and tear off the veil with which N do- 
* the deformity o 


+ General views, to have proper er re · 


quire a degree; both. of reflection and of fair- 
neſs of mind, that is by no means to be ex- 


pected from the bulk of hearers. Particular 
views, to- ſee their drift, require us only to: 
open our eyes ; and then do not require, but: 


create dee . Have, cw been 
men are aware. 


Seneral views may "raiſe pot; emotions. 


1 as. virtuous emotions are not virtue, ſo 
thoſe views of a ſubject which ſerve merely 


to excite the former come far ſhort of the 
| purpoſe of. preaching... Many are ſuſceptible. 


of warm emotions of virtue, who are ſtran- 


gers to virtue in their character. And it is 


not to call forth inſtinct, but to influence. 
choice ; it. is not paſſive impreſſion, but active: 


exertion, that is ultimately in the aim of the 


N The noted . of Alexander of 
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Pheres is wiv: to our . That 8 Ps 
teſtible tyrant, at the repreſentation of feigned 
_ diftrefs upon the ſtage, burſt into tears, at the 


| as his crimes are enormous. How thall we 
. account for ſo glaring an inconſiſtency | „ 
ced as an unintereſted ſpectator, where he felt 

no interference with his ruling paſſions, the law 


in the affairs of the world, the rage of his in- 


rectly oppoſſte, and at the fame time, as all the 
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very time that he was butchering numbers of 
15 own ſubjects with the moſt unrelenting 
cruelty. Here is a bad man who feels emo 
tions of virtue; and his emotions are fervent, 
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of virtue, written in the heart, awoke within 
him, and exerted i its power. | Taking his part 


tereſted paſſions drove him into a courſe di- 


paſſions Juſtify themſelves, hid the atrocity of 
his conduct in giving way to them. Theſe, 


5 lalling the conſcience, kept the man from ſee - 
ing, and pronounting upon his real character 
So that, with feemingly equal ſatisfaction, he 1 
_ indulged the moſt criminal paſſions, and gave 

way to the emotions of virtue, and both took 
place in him by turns, without ann 


one another. It is true, a little calm reflec. 


tion might have ſhowed him the inconſiſtency. « 0 
But how few are found to deſcend into them. 
ſelves? For the fame, it is to be obſerved, is 

the caſe in all common inſtances, where men are 
ſenſible to the attractions of goodneſs, and act 

⁊ part in life perfectly the'reverſe ; they indu- 
| ſtriouſiy ſhun looking into themſelves, and com- 
2 paring * ſeveral ww < * character. 


in 
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10 the iblene ve al ne its Gate 4 : 
= che intereſt” of hue.” 2 is no mor re 
tan the impreon 'of the "hand of God i in 

8 formation of the human ſoul. But is this | 
--  Cufficient to fulfil the demands 'of religion ? 
7 Surely not. For : As it is the deſign of religion, 5 
5 to make A man att ; as well As, feel, and to feel 
only in order © act; ſo it is the purpoſe of 
E religious diſcipline, to give virtue a command- 
ing influence in trying ſituations; and ſuch, 
more or leſs, is Every. ſituation in this world 5 
in which a man is called to act. "How will his 
- virmous feelings exert themſe ves then ?. This 
is the important queſtion. It will be readily 
owned, I ſuppoſe, that theſe feelings will be fre- ; 
Pt quently ſuppreſſed, or overpowered. by the pre- 
__ valence of vicious paſſions. And whence ariſes. 
i prevalence of vicious paffions? From the 
daepravity of our nature. But does this depra- 
- vity leave a man without conſcience? No. But 
conſcience is tyranniſed over by. vice — While: 
i | thi awake Not ſo generally but to keep 
it from awaking it is hoodwinked. Whence 
them bath Vice chis pe er to blind the con- 
ſcience? Plainly from the darkneſe or deceit. 
Wl: Ne eine the covers hberſelf. Vice, to be 
Wa? needs only to be, ſeen: She.is a for e- 
5 JFF 
RI her. great. en in inte and many 
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form, and each in its own ape 


5 
«a 


name than her own. To all which, cane 3 
ie preaching oppoſes the moſt powerful means 
of detection. But to be ſeen in the group is her 
chief diſguiſe; and to drag her forth to con- 
viction, ſhe muſt be ſhown in her individual 
form, ſo to ſpeak, not as a multitude; a mul - 
utude, either as collected in the perſon of one, 
or as diſperſed among many. Men may __ 
told of their fins by the bulk, or of particular 15 
fins, but in a general manner, and the im- 
| preflion, if any, is momentary, and without 
effect; or they may be told of ſins, in Which 
they only ſee themſelves ſharers with many a- 
round them, and ſo ſeeing, they ſee not. The 
ö e eee therefore, to come home to 
tc à man's buſineſs and boſom,” muſt be ſpe- 

| cial, not general, and muſt be fuctras to make 
| him ſee it not to be a caſe wherein he is inte- 

_ reſted in common with others, but a caſe | 
which he feels to be his own. Nor, by the 
way, it neceſſary in order to this, that we 
chuſe for the ſubjects of our diſcourſes only 
fuch as are very particular. The moſt gene- 
ral ſubjects in the hands of 155 &itful 1 be 
5 mou charadteriſtically., Wit 

7188; General views, 2 one, 4 are like... N 

large profpe s, where the eye takes fo wide 
oY compaſs, and ſees fo many things at onee, 
* that it fees nothing diſtinctiy.“ Particular 

views preſent ſeparate objecte in 2. palpable: 
and fize. I 5 
2 cal to (conceive hence which are leaft FRO N 
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to hs . l are beſt . to pre- 
vent or to defeat the evaſions of ſelf - partiali- 
ty, and to urge naked truth upon the heart. 
Tell men, for inſtance, that they are great ſin- 
ners, and that they fin daily in thought, word, 
and deed, they will readily aſſent; they may 
liſten to you with pleafure ; z and there the mat- 
ter ends. But delineate vicious paſſions, pro- 
perly circumſtantiated, ſo as to bring to mens 


conſciouſneſs the | workings of their own | 
hearts, and they will be affected very differen- 
ty. They will not, it may be, go from church 
thinking of and applauding the ſpeaker; ; wy 
which is a nobler end of eee they wi 
89 15 E. of themſelves. E 
0 ee "And 
* It eee; STAN ben he hb of 
a ib who is engaged in the delicate and difii- 
cult undertaking of combating ſinful paſſions, finds bim- 
ſelf oppoſed by religious opinions, The perſons allu- 
died to in a former note, p. 206. who fpeak with con- 
tempt of general declamation, if the difcourſe be more 
particular and applicatery, view it with more ſerious 
diſguſt, and call it legal doctrine, or moral harangue ; 
no matter what theſe words preciſely mean, provided 
they are underſtood to denote ſomething. very bad. 
Hence people, careleſs of the purity and uprightneſs 
of their conduct, are able to ſolace their conſciences, 
and to fortify their hearty againſt all attempts to dif- 
lodge their vices. When you ſpeak to them in a bo- 
dy, of their being great finners, they will bed and 
ſhake their head, and readily confeſs it to be true. 
But ſpeak; as it were, to each man's heart, of the par- 
ticular inſtances of conduct by which he becomes a 
"na! * and . is ſtartled and — ; it is moral 
doctrine, 1 


25 {Mi ws and the Way to attainit. 29 NE 
And though, after all our leave} it is 
| 7 divine influence alone that can render them 
truly effectual; yet this we are entitled to ex - 
pect, only in proportion to our uſing proper 
means. And though, in uſing the propereſt 
means, we muſt often fail of reclaiming the 
bbſtinately vicious; nay, may raiſe their indig= 
nation, and incur their cenſure; yet even this : 
zs a proof of no inconſiderable ſucceſs. It is a 
| proof that we have reached their conſciences. 
LS Reaching the conſcience will certainly give 
ſome check, at leaſt to the triumphant inſults 
of barefaced vice. And though an upbraid- 
ing conſcience. may ſeek, through the influence 
of a vicious ſelf- love, to ſhift off blame from 
itſelf, and to vent its vexation on the inſtru- 
Py ment that awakens its remorſe; yet, as the ef· 
fott is forced and inſincere, by po means at- 
tended with an honeſt conſciouſneſs and calm 
ſatis faction, truth may come, at laſt, fully to 
prevail. The words of the uiſe are at goads, 
and as. nails faſtened. The diſcretion and ad- 
| a a aha to eren our e from 
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-d6Arins; ms bs hs why" you _ with ſcorn.” It 

is true, the abſurdity bere is too groſs to need many 

words to expoſe it; for, if a man be not a. finner-in 

. particular inſtances, how. is he à finner at all? But. 
, men that are knaves by retail,“ days Monteſquieu, 
1 are extremely honeft in the groſs ;” -» and ſclf-deceit, - 

| Which is able to ferve itſelf of the pooreſt pretences, 
© finds no ſmall acceſſion of ſtrength from the language 

which, unhappily, the people are FIN 2 to * on 
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wiſdem and ability in the PR ; 
But is it thus, it may be aſked, eie 
Fluß che demands of eloquence ? Is it thus that 
e can rouſc and agitate the paſſions, the great 
pings of action? General ideas are beſt | 
_ © adapted, it may be thought, to excite ad- 
ration, terror, and all the great paſſions; 
becauſe, cheſe ideas being more or leſs ob- 
cure and uncertain, the mi 
bf uncertainty; never fails, when the ideas 
Ade otherwiſe of 4 ſtriking nature, to ſend 


10 perſuade, in oniy a het higher p 0 118 


ad, in «ff -+ . | t. 


out the a in queſt of the vaſt and 


4 the awful. A clear ard certain conception of 
an qbject, on the contrary, leads us to con- 


template it wich caſe and familiarity; conſe- 


Auentiy leaves the mind in a ſtate too collec- 
tei, too much maſter of itſelf, to bit e 
__ - boundleſs iexcurSons of imagination, 15 
tze violent agitations of paſſion. Mo it, 
cerefore, be ſaid, that particular views are 
not ſuſceptible of eloquence ? Here let us di- 
ſſtinguiſh. When the mind is merely to be 
 gaviſched with wonder, or ſtrue 
ſſtternation, obſcurity is requiſite. But When 
the agitation! of the mind hath an ukerior aim, 
When the deſign is to. influence conduct, the 
more diſtinct and preciſe the object, the more 


with con- 


clearly the mind diſcerns the ground on which 


it ſtands; and as it proceeds to action with 


greater certainty of not being miſtaken, ſo 


g Shhglezuentiy with rler cheerfulneſs and 
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10 in the other. This therefore. 3s he Cees hi 


to ſuch an enterp 


C cipline of the inward man; for while,the 1 mind 
expands upon important objects without, it > 
draus its force into. a point in ſurveying all 
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this 7 an aim and A motive which. it wants 


5 . Indeed, chen a man is to 1 3 in = 8 
— grear enterpriſe withou 7 
_ reign to the regulation of his own heart, ge- 
med views may not only be the moſt Proper, 
but che only ones adequate to the Occafenz 
3 that ardour of mind which prompts _ 
1 and may be neceffar op. Ts 
- accompliſh it, is apt to be checked by minute 
5 attentions, but is upheld by enlarged and 6 


' himſelf, that is, fo- 


riſe, a 


prehenfive views. It is otherwiſe in the dif- 


odjects within itſelf. Nor is the incitement 


to action that is afforded by this internal ſur= ” 
vey, to be accounted mean or ineffectual. The 
appeal is brought to the (conſcience; and the 


moral ſenfibiliry of conſcience; which involves. 


too in its operation the workings of the paſ- 
| fions, is yet, confidered apart, a much ſurer | 
and fteadier; as well-as worthier FOO of TH: 
i action than the paſſions alon me.. 


Now, to impreſs the conſcience, two 41. 


| cumſtances are requiſite ; that the idea pre- - 


ſented to the miiid be clear and preciſe, and 


that it be realiſed by fact. They are particu- 


lars only that are preciſe, and Which there- b 
fore are fitted to make 'a proper impreſſion. 


Even when the inane EA is to be 
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nded, it is done 


Addtesked, W being pl 


mot ſucceſsfully by particulars. It is not the |! 
Howers,” but the Hlics of the field, that are | 


bett adapted to impreſs the mind with a ſenſe 


of the care of Providence. It is not a great 


-parifon, can be preciſely "diſcerned *. Even 


An Works of imagination, where the whole aim 


In ofder to effect his purpoſe, to ſpecify or 


18 to pleaſe, the author finds it often necefſary, 


Particulariſe. The reaſon i is, in all caſes, ' the 
fame: We have a Tlearer and livelier appre- 
_henſfion” of particulars | ban we can have of 
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But "the eloquence. 4 1 pulpit bak” a 


bie aim than merely. to aid the apprehen- 
fon. Its aim is to gain the heart, fo as to go- 


vern the eonduct and form the character. But 


this can done only by placing facts before 


the e 5 and facts realized i in the per- 


ſons we addreſs. When — immediate end of a 


diſcourſe is amuſement, the view, of the ſpeak- 
er is completed! in exciting the emotions of ad- 
Wiratlon, pity, complacency, or horror; and 
to effect this, the i imagination may fairly occu- | 
Py. the whole ground, and hath no limits but 
thoſe of probability. But, when the immedi- 


ate end of a diſcourſe i is the regulation of the 


- temper and conduct, imagination muſt give 


bs place to reality. : It is not a ſuppoſeable caſe, 
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King, but Solomon, whoſe glory, on a com- 
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ther than in giving force to an object ſeen and 


felt as actually. exiſting, or which we know 
will exiſt. We may not be conſcious at the 


time of an object as a fiction; even when the 


caſe is fictitious; but the moment we ceaſe be- 
ing directiy conſcious of an object as à reality, 
the imagination maybe affected, but perfuifion 


is at an end. Now, che more ſpecific the ob- 


* the ſtronger and more ſatisfying is our 


conſciouſneſs of its reality; as the Aronger | 
our conſciouſneſs of its reality, the greater is its 


power to perſuade. It is no exception from 


Porn ere in a work of imagination, 4 fiétiti- 
dus (caſe may be drawn ſo exactiy parallel to 
e real caſe of the auditor, as to affect his 


conſcience; and, though he ſhould afterwards 


recollect that the caſe is fictitious, yet, conſci- 
ous of its being realized in himſelf, he may be 


5 influenced by the impreſſion to a change of 


conduct. Here every one perceives that i it is 
the caſe realized, not the fiction, that is the 


cauſt of the change; the fiction being only 


the occaſion of bringing abi reality to his 
knowledge. The great thing required in per · 
Fo is, that amidſt the play of the imagina- 
tion;apd,, the paſſions, the heart do not. loſe. 


1 Particular intereſt in the caſe 
reprefcated. Briefly; it is the aim of elo- 


quence, not merely to awaken the virtuous 


| energies of the mind, but to give them an ob- 


ject, and ſet them on work; and the better we 


can diſtinguiſh the object as belonging to our- 


Vor. IV. 


K tene 


; + 


: * 
, 3 * 8 l * : 
KEY 8 2 = 
* . 4 7 
"om * 4 22 : . F 
a' p * > £ 1 * 
” * 1 bed 
i * W Þh % 
7 ö . BS... 5 4 
. 1 8 1 x CN 
2 — 8 1 Ye 'D N : 
* : 


5 * pierees the conſc And what is 
— #loquence, if this be not-? + 
Aſter all, it muſt be e i to com- 
plete the purpoſes of eloquence, general and 
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} Particular views ought to be combined. Par- | 


> enn views give efficacy to a diſcourſe, and 


55 direct road to perſuaſion. A proper 
REY -mixtyre of general views gives an expanſion to 
ſentiments, reflects a ſplendour on 


= the road to perſuaſion, and makes us pleaſed 


5 0 walk in it. Nay more; ſuch general views 


ads ſerve to agitate the paſſions, may, by render- | 


dog the mind more readily ſuſceptible of im- 
| be NE nene to 2 ues of 


owe ; ** 
FWG I 4 
. £ 5 Fs of 


8 * oa, certain 1 of 3 WES In: the laft 
i century, which was called caſuiſtical doctrine, conſiſt - | 


ing in the ſolution of particular caſes of conſcience. 
Sometimes Tea 
"on thefe occal bus; and the principal deſect of this 


"manner ſeems to have been, that preachers framed 


heir diſcourſes upon ideas of abſtraQ-reaſon, inſtead of 
the ſuggeſtions oſ ſentiment. Yet ſo much good effect 
was produced in this way, that ſerious and thoughtful 


| men imagined. they ſaw their own caſes deſcribed in 


"theſe diſcourſes, and thought, and often juſtly thought, 


*themſelves greatly edifed. Dr Sanderſon, a learned 
and worthy man, and · one 'of the chaplains to Charles 1. 


was an able divine of this ſort. The King was wont 
to ſay, that ** he carried his cars to bear other preach- 
5 ers; "Bak be carried bly ARC, Lek: 3 
* derſon. EY 
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acuteneſs and accuracy were diſplayed | 
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ſplayed | 


of this 


Wed 


dead of 
effect 
aghtful 


ibed 1 in | 


in works of amuſement, 


| andthe Way to attain it. 


* 


'P 2 15 ar views *. : And ill more a 115 
may be the putting of moving caſes, which, 


making no direct attack on ſelf· love, and 


ing theſe more 


55 


n men their duty, — $0008 by 
tage of characteriſtic preaching is, that it 
guards them againſt the allurements of en- 

5 thuſiaſm. As all error lies in generals, ſo 
gener als being more or les obſcure, a are _ 


give a frivolous, unmeaning, momentary pleafure ; but 
they acquire a body and form by being Joined with the 

_ ideas of poetical compoſition ; and then pay back whit 
85 wig 90 . theſe ideas more Rn 1 
gu „ 3 
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ſermon, is fimilar to the junction of muſic and poetry 
Mufical ſtrains, When alone, 


9 = 


f babe ; 


thereby over: reaching ſelf-deceit, bear at tige 
_ ſame time a natural application to the caſe bee 
fore us. Witneſs Nathan's parable to David. 
But the whole merit of general views lies in 
their being ſubſervient to particular ones, or in 
being a proper vehicle for carr | 
forcibly to the heart. Without this ſubſervin 
ency, the hearer may be pleaſed, and applaud Het. 

the ſpeaker; may be pleaſed and applaud him- - 

ſelf; 3 Fas: Oy of ſelf-deceit are only ol 

love of virtue Her hatred of. vice, which have 55 
been occaſionally raiſed by general declamas _ 
- Weep 2 virtuous: t n and charac- 


Ss 
„ 


pen to > bit N 
Vays on general views, and to the operations 
of which a confiderable- degree of odſcurity' is 
 3bfotutely' requiſite: For its courſe is, the ima- 
gination kindles at certain favourite phraſes or 
ſounds, or at certain unaccountable — — 
Hons immediately formed within the mind. 
Theſe phraſes, ſounds, and impreſſions, have 
. Ho preciſe meaning: On theſe, however, are 


formed ſome-indiftioa, 'ondefinable notions, f 


5 gination ; ad the more indiſtin& Wetton, 
e the imagination is inflamed. Thus, 
while" Lego rn fleeps, fancy is awake, and 

world of their own -ereating 


Bure der apprehenſion of things dillobves the 


charm, the rovings of imagination ſubſide; the 


ted only through the underſtand- 


_ Fan ien ee Wo ved no nnen 
Enowledge of che ſubjec carries t 15 
This then is a ſingular advantage. 
teriſtie preaching is the great preſercaties a. 4. 
gainſt the influence+ of a ſpirit which clouds 
the underſtanding, diſtorts our ſenſe of right 


and wrong, and corrupts the beft affections of . 


our nature.—In ſhort,” characteriſtic preach! 


log is, in this, and in every reſpect, the great 
means, under the bleſſing of God, of reſtoring 


dhe 2 ee at pre Pang 9p 


rw e Lange 
oy muſt not diſeaiſs this head, en . 


5 | | © way |} 
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| wa 8 Wehre. 
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adding, 
only to the quality of the ſentiments we con- 


ceive, but likewiſe to the manner of conveys - 
ing them. The manner of conveying them 


ght no doubt to vary both according to the 


TE particular nature of the ſentiments, and ac. 
cording to the ſtate of mind in the hearers. 
But amidſt; all ſuch variations, there is one 

thing which we ſhould conſtantly have in 


view; and that is, that our manner (I ſpeak 


chiefly of the ſtyle, not merely of the manner 
of delivery), be fimple and natural. Perſpi- | 


cuity, united with conciſeneſs, a capital at- 
tainment in good compoſition, is the reſult of 


a juſt ſimplicity. But what is of the greateſt 
importance, ſimplicity. ſeems to be eflentially $ 
connected wil the power of pe#{naſion.. .. ., 
It may be a bold opinion, but T.confeſs 1 
have long thought; chat were our taſte artived 


at maſculine ſtrength, a great part of what are 


called elegancies and ornaments would be ac- 
counted puerilities, ill adapted to the end of 
pulpit eloquence. They pleaſe. But do they 
enter thoroughly into the affections, and work 

_ perſuaſion into the heart Perhaps they arg 
the firther from | this. for the way in which 
they pleaſe us. They give the mind the gaiety 
of amuſement: But as intereſting views, and 
eee ones, are two things, ſo. the ſerious 
ghtful tone of mind, which ſuits the 


uſine eſs. af this place, and that which reliſhes 
aſement, ſeem to be wide aſunder. If at 
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ve to attain the end of pb bh 5 
that it will behove us to attend not 
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mat an image may be conveyed more natural- 
J to the mind, and beyond queſtion, make a 
mironger impreffion upon the heart,. preſented 
in plain language, than when it is re in 


: times pernicious notion: 


0 . citiction . 

mining 8 an uſe never to 
be accounted” legitimate, till we ceaſe „ 
ing them as ornaments, and feel their force | 
only as means of perſuaſion, 1 grant, that 


© ſometimes, though not fo often as is imagi- 


Weg juſt and lively figures may give a clearer 
and ſtronger view of an object than can be 
given in plain language; and then they are 
proper, becauſe they ſerve the purpoſe of per- 
"Rs; But when they give merely a brilli- 
ancy, they are to be rejected as below the dig - 
nity of eloquence. In ſhort, the ſtyle em ploy- 
end in the pulpit, if it be neither languid nor 
Leet, can never be too ſimple. Nor, if 
we xegard the end of preaching, can this be 
9990 much in our view. The hiſtory of Joſeph 
nd his brethren, in the book of Geneſis, ſ a0 


© figurative. The fimple, the ON: and the 
— fublime, are in natural alliance. . 
Simplicity 'hath à further Fec mmer 1 
i hath been an old and conſtantly renewed 
net that men are often abuſed by mere 
Words and ſounds. Under this cover ſome- 
5 have been inſinuated 
into their minds, and, not unfrequently, things 
mY W. 


nn ene en e n 


= | 


v * N 
* 1 
” * { 


TEE * Ol the Vo. 1 attain TY 1 — 
8 e e een | | 
_ tural exhibition, without artifical colouring g 
to make the matter of our difcourſe the pro- | 
minent part of it. True eloquence requires 1 
that the ſpeaker ſubdue the ex preſſion to the 1 
| ſentiment, and the pronunciation to both = 
And as this is dealing fairly with our hearers, 1 
ſo it ĩs the true way of ſhowing'our own merit, 
if we have any. For, however paradoxical it 1 
may appear, it is à certain fact, that many = 
/ have the power of talking prettily or pom- 1 
Y pouſly, who have very litile power of thinking.” ; 
Let it appear that we have ſomerhing to ſays - : 
35 ruher than that we are anxious how to ſay it. , 
I obſerved, that it behoves the preacher to at- | 
tend to the manner of conveying his ſenti- 
ments; but by no means to let that attention 
appear to the hearers. - It is the perfection of 
manner, when it ſhows the matter, without 
ſhowing ieſclf, and when a hearery of ee 
natural underſtanding, imagines, that were he 
| ko utter the ſame ſentiment, he would uſe the {2h 3 
fame expreſſions. And it is a proof of a de- =_ 
praved 1 taſte in the hearer, to which the dig- / = 
| nity of eloquence will never ſubmit, if the i 
juſtneſs and weight of the fentiment, clearly 
and naturally expreſſed, do not more than 
make amends for the want of ambitious or- 
naments. . N 
Let it not be objefted, chat the ec f * 
| what hath been now ſaid is to deprive our com- 
poſitions of all beauty. It may have this ten- 5 
5 Ye n our own TR TN: ; 
e "Oy? 


| falls and fed as cloqueoe muſt i rr 


9 6 eee 


are ſo. far; from being: eee that, on 


the contrary, the moſt refined and delicate, 


. : and the moſt durable beauties, ſuch as have 
| fto0d the teſt of all ages, have been unani- | 
mouſly allowed to mas. of thoſe compoſitions 


that are characteriſed Dy their fim plicity. Sig- 


Which is the n of elegance; and 
without which all other beauties become auk- 
ward, and loſe their name. 


To conclude, In a ee ee het 


qualifications of a preacher of righteouſneſs, it 
would be highly blameable to omit mentioning 


one, without which all other qualifications will 


be fruitleſs; and even diſguſtingy and that is, 
_ goodneſs of heart, and a thorough integrity of 
inward character. The wiſe preacher wilt not 


| content hitmſelf with an external decorum: He 1 
Will aſpire after the beauties, and cultivate the 


graces Which adorn the mind: It is this that 


0 muſt give him comfortable hopes of ſucbeſs in 
Dis labours ; for it is this that will make his 
aun delight; ahat wil lead bin te enter 
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* Some, as Lord Shaftidury, * in . ane 
Wxitings have run into a turgid manner, have yet 
in quality of critics, dropping that vanity. and. af- 


fectation which adhered to them as authors, been moſt 
earneſt * the praiſe and* recommendation of 18 15 | 
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plicity is diſtinguiſhed by that graceful eaſe 1 
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"of be de with tau | 
dhe low end of being merely entertaining.” The: 
| Cefires* of their fouls will riſe to meet them 5. 
and by the bleſling of God, inſtruction, re- 
proof, or conſolation, deſcending with a ſweet,. 
: yet irreſiſtible influence, will fink to the bot- 
tom of their hearts. His doctrine will drop as. 
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2 people, and to pour inſtruction and nol 
tion into their hearts, warm and living from, 


ſt ſoul. Tris the people's conviction 
his miniſtrations beyond 


err, the graſt. 
"Bur after all, much, my Bret 

ers of the goſpel, will depend upon you. Doubts | 

leſs ye may, if ye reſolve it, defeat the beſt 


he rain, his Speech diſtil as the deu As the: 
ſmall" rain upon the tender 1 > and as the 


1 n, the hear | 


ane moſt promiſing endeavorits for reſtrain N 


ing your vices. Te may drown your conyic- 
tions in buſineſs, or debauchery, or amuſe - 


ment; or ye may diſfpate them in companys. 0 


and laugh, or join in the laugh, at Jour b 
ing ſurpriſed into ſeriouſneſs. But is this to- 
act the part of reaſonable creatures? And for 
what purpoſe, 1 pray, ſhould ye defire this - 
At beſt, ye are able to cheat yourſelves but 
poorly ; for endeavour it as ye will, your ſuc- 

ces can never be accompanied with that en- 

tire, thorough : felt ſatisfaction and joy which 


attends the conſciouſneſs of truth and right. 


Or though ye could deceive yourſelves ever 


fo completely, yet ſince ye cannot deceive: 


Ks what would it avail you? Would not 
5 1 Foun 
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are many, very many, who are well able to 
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| what manner of man be - was. But tell me, 


29 readers 
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ho | Guſpet adapted t the 


S 2 - | by ſuch variety of convincing. id and 


t habet ati. 


every objection to their t uth has been ſo often 
and fo completely Tefuted,” that men of ſenſe 


and literature, though men to Chriſtiani- 


45 leſs diſpute... "Their i inv 


Aunfriendly te thoſe ſublime and 


Bs thing new ; and though not Ops convin- . 
_ mm chule to remain nt. 3 


conetr has baly. alfameds different mY 
_ the more dangerous, perhaps, that it is diſgui · 
ſed. Even among its profeſſed ad vocates and 
defenders, there are not wanting ſome moſt 


| by which, as)a mana gi | 7 ] 


| . Fol 5 * : 8 * 1 5 DW. 
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| | peculiarly diſtin guiſned. „„ „ ˖‚˖˙» LO 


_ Such men, afuming it as a principle, that 
me reafon is che ſole judge of all objects 
öͤf faith, make it their endeavour. to bend 

Chriſtianity into a compliance with the dictates 
of their own underſtanding. They preſume 
to fix the limits even of a- divine revelation; 
and whatever exceeds the boundaries which 
hey have marked out, they ſeruple not to re- 


ject as incredible, and impoſſible to have come 


from God. 

Much learning and excellent epiliciſim have 
"Been employed! in defence of the ancient and 
reteived Tyſtem of evangelical truth,” and to 
prove that it is no eſs really than apparently - 
contained i in the word of TT OT OT 
But, independent of the plain and di rect te. ä 


£7 # imboy of Rees, ad reaſo ing found 
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JFF. 8 


| Ws evidence of wiſdom m. 


. bor human "—_ ſhould not tied i 


rain e xtent; Wirk their 


r aid hae Kc Rand 8" Went 


nature z not indeed as ir is Exhibited" in the 
fandiecd portraits of poets and phifofophers; 
but as it is ſeen and felr in obſerva on and ww 
Pikes ai E 24 1 e 0 
Is the goſpel; in the folt extend anion ec- 
tion of its doctrines, adapted to the ſtate and 
eircumſtances of man 2 Is it fitted with exqui- 
de {kill} te, affond a ſupplp te his ſpivituat 

wants, and a remedy to his intellectual diſor- 
dv Is its i native tendeney to elevate” ous 
ſpecies to a rank in the ſeale of moral excels 
lence, far beyond what any gther ſyſtem ever 
pPropoſed oraattempted ? Then, from its own 
ra ariſas an — for its Divine Ori- 
3 ferlouenand d candid inquirer will ac» 
knowledge” with the Apoſtle, im the words of 
my text, that Cbriſ is the uiſaom N God, 


or, in other words, that thoſe doctrines and 


that ſyſtem which have Chriſt for their author 
and object, by their ſtructure and tendeney af- 
ore than human, 


have proceeded only from God. 
This is the ſubje& to which I-with to direct 


me attention of my much reſpected hearers, 
upon the preſent” occaſions It is evidentiy an 
Ih ert W wo 


TORS 


+ ph high 
| * follows, 
9 


K 20 20 I 1. N ene. * e 
A FF OE oh be ee , 
þ 7 WT, 7 „ J 4 Is 1 * 

R 1 be - 
Ye & KH 


_ - knowledge hy thoſe. truths with which i holy | 
imports bin 10 be acquainted... 5 

+ Secondly, That. upon his: Foray „„ 
> * the true knowledge of God and of his duty, 

| he muſt neceſſarily be impreſſed wth a a Hal. 
* his own depravity and guiit. 

_ Thirdly,” That he has a confertufack, of: „ 
3 | obligation, and ideas of moral excellence, which: 
experience tells him * cannot 5 11. own ee 
1 Fu [fl and realize. 

. Fourthly, That he i is Alete to many LG: f 
tien, for uhich, upon. the principles of reaſon, 
= he cannot account, wor. "SOR: fo. e * 
BB 22129 they tend. 
„ _ Laſtly, That ye wary bs fol. both . 
| * and defires after. a ſuture fiate. of. Mora 


= 2*t, from the light of nature, be neither derives. 

| aſſurance of. its- 2 nor pc certain in- 
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_ quire how far they are founded. If it wall * 
appear that they are ſtrictly true, then let us 

| Seer in what manner the goſpel provides 
à remedy for the diſorders, and a ſupply to 
- the defects which they imply. The ſubject, 1 
am ſenſible, is far too extenſive for the limits 4 
of a ſingle diſeourſeʒ but it was the ſubject 
recommended for this occaſion by a pe ſon to- 
whom both the Society and the Preacher „ 
under many obligations, —a perſon Wwhoſe * 
tenſive knowledge and deep ſenſe ot religion, N 
5 en wth A ä Practice, ee 
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5 — — ——— un con- | 


_ cerned; I mean our late noble and: e 


Preſident . Neſpect for the mates ; this 1 
good man is my apology for entering upon ſo 
_ krge a ßeld. It is indeed but a ſmall part of 


it over which I can hope to travel; but I may 


: | : 8 be able perhaps to point out to my hearers 


* 


The Giſt propoſition is, Pe ba 


en a natural capact of receiving. infor- 
8 n yet by his o unafſified efforts, is ora 


l to acquire certain knowledge con . 
e ea, and objects, with which it i 
1 or him to be acquainted; 


- 'Hneſs and obligation of virtue have been diſ- 
pot in all the glowing colours of imagina - 
tion and language. But theſe elaborate ef- 
Forts in defence of the human underſtanding, 


It is to de obſerved, are almoſt all of them 


poſterior, not only to the Chriſtian #ra, but 
to the period of the Reformation. What na- 
ture could, or could not have done, it is per- 
haps impoſſible for us, by an abſtract inveſti» | 


gation of the queſtion, to determine. But 
hat. ſte has done, and in the moſt favourable 


mne lte Earl of Kune. | See his Charagter tjo 
| ed 10 this Sermon, | 


circumſtances, 
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The cauſe of human reaſon has ben 15500. 
eg wick ability and zeal; ingenuity and ſkill 
have been exhibited in the conſtruction of 

1 beautiful ſyſtems of natural religion; the love- 
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ledge among nations unacquainted with'a di- 
vine revelation, not among the rude and bar- 
ous, they might be deemed unfair exams! 
plesz but in the philoſophical and clafficab 
ages of Gre rap ey when all the pow. 
ers of the humans ind were cultivated to 4 
degree of perfection which the efforts Of mo- 
dern times can never furpaſs. And yet in 
wol reſined ages, hen fies mdr eee 
tre which does honour to hu- 
* N and deplorable; was the 
darkneſs of even the wiſeſt of men with re 
gard to he moſt. of all ſub ects 5 
Feen erer man tibia to: God, ac IC „ 
duties which theſe relations infer? la 
iodeed highly unbec in us, who enjoy: 
. Ar PP ages 
_ the, ancients... In compoſition and reaſoning, 
as well as in the fine arts, they will ever beire» 
garded as models even to modern genius. And 
as to religion and morals, what labour, and 
learning, and ingenuity, could. do, they have 
done ; yet how: milcrably: they have failed ids 
| known 10 all who are converſant in their ri · 
tings. Their ideas of God were vague, con : 
fuſed; contradidory:: i To: the rational homage 
due to bim as the: Creator, Preſerver, and 
ö Governor of che univerſe, they were ſtrangers: 
oy | Los UE: | "Their 
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. bs e- 
90 erg b dofrines with Ae Far caution 


| . doftrines which they promulgated to 
the ne | hein 
ſtem to the public, and in terms, ie while 
level to the meaneſt capacity, were calculated 
t en 
| account for 2 fact the moſt extraordinary in 
che hiſtory of our ſpecies, that a Chriſtian 
of the meaneſt Ration, and humbleſt intel- 1 3 
lectual endowments, knows more of God and ; 
things divine, than all the wiſe and learned of 
Pagan antiquity. While they difputed con- „ 
cerning the being, perfections, and governs 
ment of the Deity, and could agree upon no» 
thing; the Chriſtian mechanic knows and 


Wh pe age e region ab- 
iſtitutes the aſtoniſhing difference be- 


- tween them and us? Nothing, it is obvious, but 
that written revelation with which God has 
bleſſed mankind in the ſcriptures: A ſyſtem 
calculated for the inſtruction and moral im- 
provement, not of the wiſe and learned 9-4-4 . 
| but of che people at large; of mankind in 
all ages and nations, in every ſphere and con- 


dition of life, en e every; Rags of intellefual 


"Our blefled Saviour and his apoſtle Iv 


ediate | diſciples, and 


They addreſſed their whole y- 


hten the moſt profound. Hence ws. 


firmly believes in the one only living and true 
God, the Creator, ns Aer . 1 Go- 
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tze confanrpreſence:and influence of a kind 
5 over-ruling and particular Providence. While 


N of- future exiſtence, leaning ſometime 
de of N r poficner far to that of fear 


tion to another mode of being; the Ch 
tian, learned eee : 
| © this/lifes but as the commencement; of his 
” © exiſtence,: and death as the gate through. 
3 which he ſhall enter into manſions of im- 


| _Ciples of, nature could never conceive | an i- 
*dea ſo ſtrange as that of the reſurrection of 
thei body, or ſo aſtoniſhingly grand as chat of 
an general judgement; every real Chriſtian's 


approaching, when the whole buman race in 


the tribunal of him who. made them, mall 
ae—each receive from his righteous. ſentence. 2 
=: * FT" to his real character, and be 


9 


2 


ENS : Oates 1 Gow 7 indirefotved'all. 
events into an/unintelligent blind fate, or into 
general undiſtinguiſhing laws of nature ori- 
_ ginally-eltabliſhed ; he fbelieves and confides in 


= ; > i 
3. f. f 
ws © __— 
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. ancient philoſophers debated concerning a tate 
times to the 


be whole conſidered death 
rather as 3 ficep,. than an introduc. 


lone, regards 


| 1 mortal felicity and perfetion.—While the diſs, | 


. mind.is.cſtabliſhed in the belief, tkat a day i is. 


one vaſt. aſſembly. and in both parts of their 
frame reſtored to union, ſhall ſtand. before 
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principles alone, that the dark and\\benighted 


: mind 1s: iuminated by the goſpel; mo trüth 


in religion or morals is left undiſcovered which 
ir Are engere 2m N we man pagan and 
= | riſtate off 


his . of bier hive emp- 


hend. (Every thing is [revealed which wan 


ſerve to enlighte nihis-underftandiog, wi 
. 


| de moral improve 


5 aun 


form his heart to the love of God and good- 
neſs, and train him up in a courſe of progreſ- 
nt, to a fitneſs for be- 
ing fe ane aeg 3 Author: _ 3 


8. 1377 & "7 


Theſe bly: 3 he tü ce; aol 


8 deſerving particular attention, the 


Chriſtian receives, not as probable concluſions. 


from a train of reaſor 


— 


ng, in which it is 
ble his own mind may have deceived him; he 
aſſents to them not with a faith, wavering at 


beſt, and always ſubj & 


ny and authority of God; he confides in them 


a truths, certain as his own exiſtence; and 


zh, even in his wideſt deviations from the 
nd - © — 


- bl . pb bed kobe | 
5 ee «regions of darkneſs and deſpair = 
Wat magnificent, what fuhlime ideas ane 
theſe! Ho far beyond the reach of human 
diſcovery; and how powerful; muſt be their 
influence upon wy wind which een 


to the encroachmefts ; | 
of doubt; he receives them upon the teftims-. 


— 


— . 


Ks impoſible 


SEN © jn-giviog credit to this divine ſtem, refts vp- 


Een of i its doctrines upon Bi own N. 


: and life, be knows and feels that i it is egen | 


reaſon alone is a moſt infufficient guide to 
"thoſe truths which are of chief importance for 


1 ſpect the goſpel revelation is admirably adap - 
tted to the circumſtances 299 oragpreg o_ . 
2 Þ 1 : _ nature. | TY 


9 hn hes 


: ae, the Fe Ups. 
en being enlightened with the true knowledge of 
Cad and of duty, muſt neceſſarily be impreſſed 


with a conſciouſneſs of guilt, and dread of pu- 


* Srovided no remedy. © 
That mankind in all aoet, 3 eben 


the moſt imperfe& notions and forms of reli- 
gion, were affected with a ſenſe of their own 


al deſert from a ſuperior being or beings, ap- 


7 evident * the i train we their hi- 
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3 en er _— net wem. 1 


ns It appears ese Wem che ignorance 


B | 5 that prevailed i in the moſt cultivated ages, that 


man to know, that ſupernatural diſcoveries 
_ were abſolutely neceflary, and that in this re- 


| Tan will appear 1 no fs evident from cos. : 
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- X The. rea Abos af nature never nth. : 
himſelf without a witneſs in the human breaſt. 
Wn: 2 voice of conſcience, accuſing or eXxcue © 
i BB *© ng” too much accorded with the deciſions 
wo af the underſtanding, to be wholly. filenced 
y 5 1 Aten or norrupe n, of * ©; 
„ „ han ons Les ans fea. 
83 ings of moral turpitude muſt always, in a great 
% degree, depend upon the notions of duty which 
it ve have formed or received. It follows, there 
o fore, that they whoſe minds, Anſtcad of beiog 
\r improved, were debaſed and corrupteq by 
TY vailing ſyſtems, muſt have felt comparatively 
e- but little uneaſineſs, in conſequence of their 
>. WU deviations from the laws of genuine religion 
1» WW andof pure morality. Hence the idea of mo- 
; ral C bligation: with the ancient Heathens, Was 
ace reſult of feeling rather than of reaſon; and 
a. BW their religious ſervices, the extorted drudgery 
of mercenary dread, rather than the volunta= 
ry tribute of reverence and love. It was chicf- 


4 i, their experience of phyſical evil which gave 
ed | 1 
1 
Ve 


birth to their conſciouſneſs of moral guiltz it 
was when lightnings flaſhed and thunders rol- 
led, when war and famine and peſtilence ſpread 
_ WH devaſtation around, that they were terrified in- 
n do the: belief of having deviated from the will, 
i- and tranſgreſſed the laws of the God of na- 
n ture. Hence their omens, their augurs and 
p- oracles, their prieſts and temples, and the 
i- whole coſtly train of their religious rites 3 
1 aan ina paris as win of- 


2 


Sacrifeesz, 3 abt be beon-ofien-obiſe a e 
the moſt ane quivocal proof, not 2 thats. 
1 ſenſe of guilt and of Ueſepved:puniſhme 
ald of the neceſſitey of an atonement, were 
=. univerſal among mankind. At the eee | 
og de Saeed hat testen, in vain, * 
to End but a connexion between the ſhedding 
f he blood of an animal; and n 
5 of Human bo perm 2 With much proba. 
Dility, has been coneluded, chat 
ae e ene wat from the 
5 dwtueal dedudtions ede a divine 
rebelation handed dex E tre 
an the gniverſalicy 1 
FF  -truths and ordinances "tial: „ 
=  *©obliterated and forgotten; amounts to a roof, 
mut a ſenſe boch of guilt; and of the . e 
5 of an atonement is congenial to the. l 
= LED mind. een Yrs: Ix .2 
es fuch was the general conviction 
3 when guided by. nature alone 2; and wit 
_ imperfe& notions of God and duty as dhe 
= es hat muſt be the ideas aud feelings 
of "10 RE hg EPR in the We e of. 
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with. 


at 


| -with them in th . 


171 1 nl in "wi Felds * 
bealth and proſperity that we can expe from 


a man of the world ſerious attention to the 


repreſentations of another, or even to be 


convictions of his ogn mind, concerning the 
depravity of his character. But viſit him in 


the day of his calamity, when pain of body 


and -anguiſh of ſpirit have taken hold 1 


him. See him eſpecially in the near views of 


death, rouſed to conſideration of his ſpiritual 
and eternal ſtate, forced to look back upon his 


paſt life, and forward to an awful quturity; 
aſk him then, how he is to appear befote God, 


you'® 


what account he can give of his life, and 


| upon what foundation his hopes are placed? 


The delufive expectations which ignorant 


| ſuperſtition received from deſigning prieſteraft, 


ere of Cod. As to the firſt of theſe; the plea 
of merit; who, that is poſſeſſed of a ſound 
mind, will for a moment veſt upon it as his 


y in this country and in the 
preſent age to expoſe. Enxcepting that of the 


goſpel, then, there are but two pleas to which 
vith any probability of ſueceſs man can have 


4-4 


; his own attainments in virtue, and the 


title to eternal life? Examine the beſt of your 


actions, analyſe the principles from which they 
\procgeded, and on which they were conduct. 


ed; bring them to the ſtandard of conſcience, 


precepts of the goſpel, you will find that they 


come far ſhort, that they are full of fingers + 
fetion.—But.. had the caſe been other ita "7 


55 Vor- R L 


compare them witk the pure and ſpotleſs, 
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profitable ſervants, and even in theſe thape 
done no more than your duty. Surely then, 


_ * theſe can make no atonement for the innu- 


merable tranſgreſſions which you muſt: con- 


fes The plea of merit, indeed, from a creza- 


ture to his :Creatar,! eſpecially from à crea- 
tte ſo:guilty and: depraued as man; is at once 
ſo arrogant and abſurd, that ee e * 
norance alone can urge it. | 
1 e e en 8 
* ecourſc,—the mercy of G -is far more 
plaufible 3 yet neither will this avail him, if 
raiſed on any foundation five that which God 
| Himſelf hath eſtabliſhed in the goſpel. In any 


QAtder way ie mult be rejected as invalid, bork 


by reaſon and: by: conſcience.” ® > fern: 
demand of reaſom is abſolute, ner obe- 


dience; and the accufing voice of: conſcience 


Fllls the heart, not with the hopes of part ow | 
and acceptance, but wich the ſad fbrebo- 


5 dings of impending. judgment. What then 
is the ground upon which the light af "1 
An <iregt the ſinner due — es 


+ 


1 God gp be dro np 


pardon his tranſgreflions, and to accept: of 
his ſervices; imperfed and unworthy as chey | 


_ have been. But this plea, it is evident, may 


be be- — Do be .aſumeds..by | 


= fectly pure and virtuous; ; ſtill Row path "Ut. 
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Ge 4 at once to aue a all ditucion_ bow 


tent of the divine ren is to e e 
8 the unbounded hopes of the ſinner, then how 
are the perfections of Deity, and; the. 9quity of 

his moral government to he vindicated ? Ho- 

1 diſcrimination; to be made between the | 

© righteous; and the wieked, © between, thoſe 
ho ſerve God. and, | 
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| One ſinner's claim 
God: A claim ſuggeſted by 8 2b 
and founded upon principles to fallible to 
bring peace to a mind anxieus about, e rity, 
. and apprehenſive of juſt retribution. i 


9 one upon which the religion of er lup 


ports the hopes of her votaries, let us inquire, 
whether the wiſhes of the human heart be 


its characteriſtical diſtinction, but the great 
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Now, if this ſandy Foundation be the e only 


placed firmer ground, by the goſpel, 0 4 
El. according to a late faſhionable. 7 Niem: A 
ſyſtem, of which the chief object is to a 
from revelation the atonement of Chriſt, that 
grand and capital doctrine which hitherto, in 
the general ſenſe. of the church, was nat only 


pillar on which all its other parts 2 
To the abettors of this ſyſtem, the d. 


2 ſalvation by the croſs, inſtead of the 9 
u 6, e as en as ever * did 
e L 2 TN 1 1 to 
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= b and fooliſhneſs.” e 59D 3 
Joo enter into the geld a satte vert) up! 
this ſubject belongs not to my defign: Nor is 
it neceffe yi” Ability,” 'and learning, and' a. 
- qusbes have been employed in its defence, at 


46k | 45 ancient Jews and 0 eek - 6 | 


leaſt in ar equal meaſure to any which have 


been oppoſed to it, and with this ſingular ad- 
vantage, that in che plain ſenſe and common 
| the uniform language of . 
_ Scripture: is decidedly i in its favour. 80 much, 

indeed, is this the caſe, that great ingenuity ; 


arceptation of words, 


kill in criticiſm alone can e FO 


x. fired and Hed as am Gtohebdent ide ant 
* of mank ind,“ ſays a late polite and ingeni- 


ous lay- writer ®, © is doctrine ſo ſtrongly 
and ſo conſtantly enforced, through every 


4 part of the New Teſtament, that whoever 
; ſeriouſly peruſe theſe writings, and de- "I 


„ ny that it is there, may with as much reaſon 
, and truth, after reading the works of Thu- 


2 
4 
e 
” * " 


« cydides and Livy, aſſert, that in them no 
e mention is made of any facts e to 9 


2, hiſtories of Greece and Rome.” 


In behalf of this moſt ese d68rind; 


I would appeal, not merely to ſound criticiſm 
and fair interpretation of Scripture; I wiſh-it 
to be tried not by the underſtanding and the 
reaſoning powers of the mind only, but alſo by 
5 the ne, of the heart, and particular * 


» 'Soame Renee 8 View of the internal Evidence of | 
: the . N e * edit. p. 29. | 


the 


adopts to the Ser. 12, 
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4 the eduiſciencs of a ſinner awakened to a ſenſe 

of guilt, and alarmed by he thoughts of a2 
I IJvdgmentto come. Deſcribe to a man of re- 
BU _AfleQtion, in that ſtate of mind, the plan of _ 


| BB the goſpel when ſtripped of this doctrine; tell 

1 him of the ſublimity of its doctrines, the puri - 

ty and excellence of its precepts, and the aw- 

1 fulneſs of its ſanctions; delineate to him the 

1 une xampled i innocence and beneficence of the 

4 life of its bleſſed Author, the aſtoniſhing 

BM magnanimity and fortitude: of his death, nor 

„ 4s a ſacriſice for ſin, but as a teftimony. toi. the: 

* truth of his doctrine and miſſion: Explain to 

F 1 him, if he will liſten to you, the laboured and. 

. BU ingenious criticiſms by which you remove the 
common acceptation of words, and prove that 
tie doctrine of the atonement. has no place in- 

„ the ſacred page. But what, may not the alar- 
mad finner juſtly reply, does all this contribute "rl 
1 to the eaſe and comfort of my troubled mind 


The purity and extent of the ſyſtem of ny : 


9 * — * 1 
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1 enjoined by the goſpel, its dreadful ſanctions, 
1 and the ſublime character of iis Author as an 
1 example, only tend to exhibit, in more glaring. 
4 colours, the imperfection of my obedience, the 


greatneſs of my ſins, my juſt deſert of puniſh _ < 
ment, and my total incapacity of making an 
ſatisfaction to divine juſtice. Tou tell me, than 
even upon your plan, the goſpel contains the 'Y 
ſtron geſt aſſurances of mercy and pardon to. | 
the ſincerely penitent. But does not the ſame 
goſpel, in ſolemn terms, declare, That God 
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Ger he will 0 Vecgen abe guilty that ce M4 
Oy unrighteous ſhell not inherit the kingdom — 
4 of God; chat he will render to every man 
according to his deeds, indignation and. 
4. wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon 1 
„ ſbul of man that doth evil.” Some way 
tete muſt be, if che goſpel: de indeed deem 
So, of reconciling thoſe contradiftory 
5 nons. Tour Wpteness Ges it not. From it 
Iuderive nb ſolid ſatisfaCtion'to my mind. In 
Al perceide no foundation upon which I can 
dad my hopes of pardon and acceptance with 
= CGodinany confiliency' wich his truth and ju- 
ſtiee, with the huymony of his perfections, and 
$3 the equity of his government. On the contra- 
w, by Pointing out the purity and extent of 
dite dieine commandments, and the terrible 
puniſhments prepared for tranſgreſſors, leans 
ſer ves to render my condition more ity r 
. el „„ rife TTS, SHEER 186 
To a perfor! in this Rate | of 8 mad 
1 Pr por e eee ſo full of confola- WM co 
non and peice, as thoſe which convey the true mh 
aud diſtinguiſhing doctrine of the Seſpel? 1 C 
Goa ſo loved" che world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever belie- 
= r- eee ſhould not periſh but have 
3 eee ue wor ohne: 
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_ equally explicit? Are the difficulties, which _ 
the pride of human reaſon ſuggeſts, unſur- 


e nation ; 3 3 are in, Cbrid 3 


- Itis God that juſtiferh, and who cn. . 
17 66; demn? 3 | 11 7 


Where was there ever a nas an ichen 
conceived or propoſed, ſo wonderfully calcu⸗- 
lated to give eaſe to the ſoul trembling under 


a conſciouſneſs of guilt, as that which is con - 


rained in theſe, and a thouſand other paſſages 


mountable obſtacles to the reception of this 
doctrine? Shall we renounce, with diſdain, 


that pardon of fin and that gift of eternal life, 
which nature moſt vehemently ſolicits, becauſe 


offered not in the way which our ſhallow un- 
derſtandings propoſe, but in that which in- 


| Hnite wiſdom hath choſen, as the purchaſe 
G the obedience and Heath of the Son. of 
Gol? 


In che page or geld of tre in the 


warmth of angry theological debate, and eager . 
conteſt for victory, objections may appear for- 


midable. But what will be their aſpect to the 
hriſtian, in his hours of retirement and Teri. 


ous reflection, hen meditating upon his own 

character and deſert, and locking forward to 

His zppcarante in the preſence of his Maker? 
Then, We aſfere 


red, theſe mountains created by | 
price aud cobtebtien will dwindle away into 


7 nothing, and the mind will return to ſentiments 


e its condition. * cheſe ſeafons, 
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Goff adapted to the | Ser. . 


my n which appear of chief impor- 
- -tance/are not; in what myſteries and difficulties 
* 3s thisdoQtrine involved? but, are the ſcriptures 
' ” the word f God? and is this doctrine of the 
| atonement there Mainly: eferted- and maintain. 
85 Myſteriouſneſs nadoubred by 3 s itz ve 
en inexplicable occur in every fact which 
we obſerve in the natural world; and Why 
Should we preſume to think that in a plan fo 
grand and ſublime as that of the recovery of a 
loſt and periſhing world, there ſhould not be 
deircumſtances which our very limited under- 1 
3  Randings cannot explain ? | 3 x} 
= Tf ſatisfied that it is the doctrine 81 * 5 — 
= 85 A God, the difficulties attending it will be 
jo _ eaſily overcome; and with a grateful joy pro- 
| portioned to its value, the humble Chriſtian | 
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= will accept of it“ as the anon gift f d: 
1 '< Cod for ſalvation. CE ol 
One remark, which the ſerious contewpla- | p. 
| tion of this ſubject ſuggeſts, is of ſuch impor- 0. 
| tance as to deſerve your. particular attention; 2 
3 this: That the idea of God reconciling a ſt 
= | loſt and guilty world to himſelf through the 1 
= medium of the obedience and death of his MW is 
= own Son, is in itſelf fo ſublime and ſo aſtoniſn-· n⸗ 
ing, ſo far removed from every thing which ca 
i ever had, or could be ſuppoſed to have enter- of 
} | edi into the human mind, that this of itſelf af- gi 
Fords a ſtrong preſumption, that from buman 12 
invention it never m. ee now that it 5 
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"ou with it my peace and ſecurity t. to the. 0 
heart? In the obedience and expiatory ſacri · 


_ fice- of the Son of God, the true Chriſtian 
ſees ndt only all ground af fear removed, but | 
the moſt ſublime and ſatisfying proſpects open 
ed to his view, he beholds all the perfections 


of the divinity harmoniouſly.. engaged, in his 
behalf, and the God of nature bearing to him. 
che relation of a Father, in the moſt endearing 
ſenſe of that expreſſion. Full of this idea, the | 
_ Chriſtian riſes: to an elevation of mind and cha- 

rafter, of which otherwiſe human nature is 
incapable. Secured - in the divine favour and 
protection, he feels himſelf excited to every 


hing great and noble. in ſentiment and action; 


and reſting upon this foundation, he calmly 
but cheerfully looks forward to that ſolemn 
day which will diſſolve his connection witli 
the world, and admit; him f into the ente . 
preſence and, enjoyment of his. God. 15 


If ſuch are the happy effects of this doarine;. : 


and ſuch the conſolation which, i in circum» 
ſtances the moſt affecting. iti brings to the hu · 
man mind; if, in paſſages. without number, it 
is moſt expreſsly aſſerted in the Scriptures;, 
nay, if it be indeed, what it · appears to be, the 


cardinal point upon which the whole ſcheme 
af revelation turns; and, finally, if it not only 
gives no encouragement to relaxation of mo=-. 
als, but brings along with it the ſtrongeſt and: 
moſt affecting motives to holineſs and purity 
We heart and life; then, upon what Principles 
| 225 ” * | | Can 


mies prove that it is productive of 
chers cohfequrners either to fociety or to 
1 the Jadividual, and we will excuſe their ho- 
| Mile attemßts. On this point we appeal in its 
da e d ant experience. Look arbnd 
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believe aud confde in the merits of this Bans, 
our for acceptance with God, are leſs peace- 
able, induſtrions; and uſeful than others, as 
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When wearied with controverſy and miſrepre- 


ſentation, men will have recourſe to the Scrip- 
tures in their plain and obvious meaning, as 


the only ſtandard of faith, and as containing 
the only ſyſtem of principles which is adapted 


5 to the ſtate and circumſtances of fallen and 
i e man 4 n will bend ſubs 


object of he 3 Paul, in al his eviſiles, i isto ik 
the neceſſary and inſeparable connection between the 
33 fincere belief of this doctriue, and holineſs of heart and 
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0 dert i8 che benesolence or hum, * 
nic)! r artempting to” denroy the peace. "Ah 
Pie the proſpects of thoufands of Terious 
and good minds, founded upon this doctrine? 
Could we ſuppoſe} it even a dream, a mere phan- 
tom of the imagination, yet if it is not only 
harmleſs but beneficial, is there not cruelty in 
diſturbing it, and in endeavouring to awaken 
the mind from its fancied ſecurity, to fear, 
and doubt, and perplexity hut let us not 
be too much alarmed; there is no room to 
apprchend that theſe efforts, however zea- 
louily conducted, ſhall operate to any great 
extent, or that the now faſhionable hypothe- 
is {hall be of long duration. Like many o- 
ther opinions which have had their ſucceſſive 
days of triumph in the Chriſtian world, it will 
vaniſh and be forgotten; other ſyſtems of er- 
ror may follow, and for a time obtain, but 
truth is powerful, and ſhall at length prevail. 
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caputity of receiving information, yet by his 


own unaſſiſted efforts, is totally unable to c- 


quire the knowledge of thoſe truths with 
which it chiefly imports him to be acquainted. 


©! Secondly, That upon his being enlightened 


with the true knowledge of God and of his 


duty, he muſt neceſſurily be impreſſed with A 
deep ſenſe of his own depravity and guilt. 


I now proceed to the illuſtration of the 


third propoſition mentioned i in order to ſhew 
the peculiar aptitude of the goſpel diſpen- 
ſation to the Rate, and circumſtances of Ys 
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That lan candle Gall to 
of character of which his mind natural - 


univerſal rience. Morat and religious 
ſyſtems formed under the light of nature 
alone, we have e confidered, and found 


moral obligation. Yet limited | and imperfect 


as were thoſe of the ancients, we find many | 


of the beft | and. wifeft among them, ack: o. 
ledging the inſufficiency of their on powers, 


dan he abſolute neceſſity of divine uſfiſtance, 
d. carry them to the heights. of even, Weser, 4 


mme of which they had formed the mon: 

| Nay, it is well Known to have been a, max 
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8 the idea, is evident from fact and 


them to be moſt moſt. defectine and erroneous. : 
The moral feelings of men, it is true, muſt 


correſpond with their. ideas of duty and 


the e re A 
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ies of 'tabral 3 5 15 2 3 
: fe, what muſt be thoſt-Which the know 
ae of the grand and perfect ſyſtem of duty 
_ enjoined by che goſpel cansot but encite? A 
5 ſyſtem which, taking its riſe from God, 18 
cludes every relation in which man placed; | 
and every- duty which theſe relations iufer 3 . 
which extends'ever to che d e the 
ſeeret movements of the heart. 
Udon taking a ſerious view: of this wh 2 
+ Pian of dati, and thän comparing it with his BK 
_ BB _ own powers and capacities,” wo Will Prefue 
cy that he is able to realife it in practice? „ 
Folly alone can give birth to ſo abfurd =_ 5 
preſumptuous an expeCtation. Every man of 
HB candoirwil feel and acknowledge the derla- 
5 ration of the Apoſtle Paul, to be far more con- 
BU fonantio his own cxperience.” 7 . F 
iy member, warring dpainſt ei Tat 
mind, and bringing me into taptivity to £ — 
N fins Jo that when 1 ob Id da good, evil is Are. 
ent with me. = My. reaſon iees and ap- 
*. proves that Which is good, and which 125 5 
* goſpel hach enjoined, but 1 feel its autho» 
« rity" infinitely too weak to enforce its own 
4 devifions. Paſſion and temptation lead me 
Ut aſtray, and 1 yield obedience to the law bf 
Un, at the very time that my conſcience 
"0 -* Uietates vnlimired com pliance with the law 
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* ment, 1. reject. my lawful Sovereign, and o. N 
8 a. tyrant and an uſurper. Though an 
admirer of virtue, I am a pitiful ſtave to 


_ & own mind witneſſeth againſt me. Wretch- 


hed man that I am, who or what can deliver 


me from ſo, deplorable a ſituatien 77 No- 
 thing,; ſays che voice of his enperience, no- 
Wing ſay the convictions of his underſtand 


ing, but the power of vane God: who: originally £ 


gave. bim „„ 6 


Where, ſave in the N of Chriſt, is there a 


ſhadow. of hope, far leſs ſecurity, that it wilt 


'be afforded ol With what infinite ſatisfaction, 
then, will the ſerious mind liſten to the gra · 
* declarations of the Son of God: * That 

he was manifeſted: not merely to. expiate 
2 the guilt of fin, but to deſtroy i its. dominion 
"in in the foul; not only to procure for man a 
« title to the divine favour, but to qualify. him 


But however och the. natural 1 of 


| is s neceflity. may dictate a wiſh for ſuch aid, 


3 vice, and in every ſtep of my conduct my 


1 


for its enjoyment. He came to. deſtroy the 


00 work of the de vil, to undo the unhappy 


 effedts of the original apoſtacy; 4; to remove that 


deprapyity of human nature which it introdu- 
ced; ta reſtore to the ſoul thoſe moral ex- 


cellencies which conſtituted. the image of its 


neſs for admiſſion into a ſtate of felicity _ 
genial to his rational and moral capacities. 
2 3 * . ; 35 


* of 


Meter; and to train up the man in a pro- 
greſſive courſe. of improving virtue, to. a fit - 


AI 3 6 . ; 4 
3 
— i 4 N : . : 2 


. 


22 


* 4 
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ahh noble objects are 3 we are 
RE by the goſpel, is the third of the facred 


Three who bear record in heaven; that bleſſed 
Spirit of grace, whom, under the character of 
the Comforter, Chriſt promiſed, to ſupply the | 
vant of his perſonal preſence, to. convince of | 


„F righteouſneſs, and judgment, and to 


p e to the knowledge,. love, and obe- 


dience of the truth. It is the general aſſer · | 


tion of our Lord, that except a man be 
_ * born of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
8 kingdom of God *.” It is by the ſecret but 
_ effeCtual energy of this divine Agent, that an 
entire change is produced upon the natural 
diſpoſition, and a new character formed, of 


which the particular features are exhibited in 


the goſpel, and often en by its miniſters | 
' ihe details colt i eyed ieee 


In general, the great ava of he Spirit jo is, 


i enlighten the underſtanding to diſcern; and 


incline the will to conſent, to the pure and ſpi- 


ritual ſyſtem of the goſpel: to give to the 
deciſions of the judgment authority and force; 
and to ſubject the affections and paſſions to 
its controul? to preferve the powers of the 
mind in their due rank and ſubordination, 
and direct them into the proper channel for 


promoting the great ends for which they were 


 given,—the glory of God, and the eternal 
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renders effectuul, for accompliſhing the end 


of cher inſtttutiom, all the Ordinandces of the | 


Yolpel:: He eſtabliſhes our minds in the true 


_Enowledgenand faith of divine (ruth gives 


7 t eur deſires, ſpirituality to our af. 


fecklode, and fervbur to bur devotion.” He 
affords direction in difficultles, comfort in at | 


flictten, defence againſt tempfation: He gives 


te the conſcienee that 
paſſvth underftanding, 


peaee df God which 
and which even che 


xd Tong! character Berber 'Tertain „ 
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_— when the nature and manner ee 
| imenedidtely follow' the: other, rum en⸗ 


plain. We aſſuredly that in man, mind 


acts upon body, but how it docs fo, reaſon. 
ind philoſophy will ſcarcely pretend to tell us; 
E this fact then, however 'tark and incxplis_ 
cable, muſt be admitted, why ſhould it be 
thought incredible, that mind ſhould act up- 
on mind ? And preſumptuouſiy co PO aß 


who upholds a0! eee mes cara: 
pervades the whole, cannot and does not act 
upon the human ſoul, is as little conformable 
to che expectations of nature and the dictates 
eee deere ee it mann 0 eee 


„ Sandee e har this doBrine: 


inconfiſtent with the freedom of human agen 
ey: But, from conſidering che nature and 


objects of the operations of the "Spirit, the 
very reverſe appears to be the truth. He nei- 
ther deprives the ſoul of any of its natural! 


faculties, nor ſuperſedes the uſt of them. He b 
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only preſerves them in their juſt ſu 
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5 8 he Goſpel adepted to 1 the Ser. I 13 3 


1 mich: Sendo and effet, its proper | 
objects. If he worketh in us,“ it is only 
that we may both will and do that which 


eee ee to God, and conducive to 
our higheſt and beſt intereſt: And who is ſo 
free as he who feels himſelf emancipated from 


che ſhameful bondage of ſin, and volun- 


e in the ſervice of his Maker? 

The man whom the Son of God mh ade 
6 free, muſt be free indeed,” 

:- Impious wits and libertines Ha bee | 
e6extabit this doctrine of the influences of the { 
Spirit, in forms as ridiculous as they are pro- 
fane. But by ſuch attempts, they only ex- 
poſe the depravity of their own hearts, their 
Ignorance of human nature, and their ſhock- 
ing iogratitude to God, for theſe ans 
6d interpoſitions of his grace. 7 


And now let me ng what there: 1 in "Op 


"Bate and eircumſtances of man, which can 
vindicate the arenen of this moſt precious 
doctrine? Who can reflect upon the hiſtory 
of ages that are paſt, or look around him 
into real life at preſent, and obſerve the ge- 
_ neral prevalence of depravity and vice among 
mankind, together with the ablolute ine ffici- 
eney of ordinary teachers for their reforma- 
tion, and not acknowledge the neceſſity of an- 
other and more powerful inſtructor ? Or-who 
can attend to his own experience of the ex- 
treme imhecility of his nature, as well as the 
inſenſibility and averſeneſs of his mind to ſpi- 
ritual _ divine things, * not confeſs his 
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3 entire e dependence. upon the grace of God; 


neſs and peace, which lead to the manſions of 
| eternal joy. 0 A '* gg 1 N s? 5 "el 15 + 8 * N 811 6 
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pel wear 'a more pleaſing aſpect, or appear 
more exquiſitely fuited to the neceſſities of our 
nature, and in none does it manifeſt a more 
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rejoice in the offers of it made in the golpeh, | 
and with earneſtneſs proportioned to the value 


of the gift, implore that it may be vouchſafed 


to him? As to the real Chriſtian, he needs na 


other argument than his own; experience. — ON 


the happy effects which he hath produced up- 
on his heart and life, the Spirit f God wit 
neſſeth to his ſpirit, the certainty of his divine 
influences. 


by this infallible guide, he truſts to be ena- 
bled to advance in thoſe paths of pleaſant- 


fords, we diſcover, how admirably in this re 


ſpect alſo the goſpel is adapted to the ercan. | 
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-The fourth oat Wentiensd ! in der 
to ſhew the aptitude of the goſpel to the ſtate 
and circumſtances of man is, That he is ſulject. 
ed to many unavoidable 'evils, for which, upon 
the principles of reaſon, he can neither account, 
nor diſcover any important 200d Purpaſe to ta: agt 


Ia no point of view, pertiaps, does 


glorious! ſuperiority: over all the ſyſtems of rea? 
_— FIR philoſophy, than in the confolations 


They are the ſource of his com- 
fort, the foundation of his hope. Conducted 


261 5 


— 


5 philoſophy, tothe arainment of wh 


: grief; and judge by the effect. Tell him, with 
one ſect of Philoſophers, that theſe evils under 
which. he groans are in fact no evils, and are 
| tation of oO life, however wretched and 


det of hope i in ＋ future ſtate, ſtill to the wiſe 
| ke On mich. another. ſe, tell him that the 


Sr or appear with 2 

| ——— . It r 

* "Mile: ING the See nes 
df cl, while 2 ſtranger to the belief of a parti- 


hopes in the rewards of futurity, upon what 
bas could Philofophy rear a ſolid fabric of | 


dingly, we find to be little better, than; either 
unmeaning decl 
tates af a pride that was never made for man. 
Bnping chem to the teſt, of real life and: experi: | 
ence, and: heir emptineſs will immediately ap- 
pear. Try the influence of any, or all of them 


uniteda to bring comfort to, a man Jabouring 


Hing chance, or of an undiftioguiſhing irregl. 


chien. Bo se. 7 | 


Fords ꝛ0 ihe afliied, mind. Con. ub 
ic bi its moſ ang 
vere directed; but never WM 


cular -over-ruling Providence, but eſpecially 
while deſtitute of all rational and well-founded 


pr? Its boaſted conſolations, accor- 


n, or the arrogant dic- 


the complicated ills of pain, poverty, and 


only in imagination; that i in every. G6 


nce, and however deſti- 


d: man, virtue is its own. ſufficient re- 


evils of life are merely fortuitous,. the effect of MW 7888 


tible 


Kale 


- 


| uble TPP pot ah ited is vai 3 ans 


| think: that aſſertions like: theſe will ſoothe ts 


anguiſh of an affſicted mind? Will not ene : 


them rather as inſults, added te his miſery? ?:; 
i =O mpare. with theſe ſuggeſtions of philoſo-. 
phys/ the clear; and conſiſtent, the grand; and 
ſublime conſolations of the; goſpel x and upon 
the iſſue even of chat qpmpariſon, ſhould wits = 
- lingly reſt the argument for the truth and di- 
vine original of our holy religion. Ip. the diſ-. 
coveries of Chriſt and his apoſtles, is 
there wanting, which, the underſtanding; re⸗ : 
quires, or the heart of wan feels ta he neceſ. | 
ary, for his comfort under affli In he. 
goſpel, we are taught to believe, that not by. 
geperal laus originally eſtabliſhed, but by a 
11 watchful adminiſtration, . the Al- 
mighty preſides, over the univerſe chat the 
care; of his Providence extends not tor great. 
and important events alone, the; intereſts. of 
nations, or the riſe and fall. of, Rates, but to 
every the minuteſt coneern of the meaneſt in- 
dividua —that all being his creatures, are the 
objects: of his care, and that the infinitude of 
their number produces no anxiety or eonfufion 
in the divine underſtanding, || „ Nov a; ſpar- 
% row can” fall to the ground without bis 


n eee vhom they are addreſſed. regard 6 5 


« knowledge, and even the hairs __ DO 


1 all numbered by him! ?ꝰ̃˖ 002} 
en the GN 1 n ar, according 

To i I eit ona 
d x. 99, * d 0 4808 4 . Si 


* 
ol 
- 


— 


8 0 


AD, our doctr 
| ky or contingent, and nothing left to the 
uncontrouled operation of ſecond” Cauſes. 

Means and their effe 
natural world are in the hands of the ſove · 
reign Ruler of the univerſe; and arranged by 


1 


Ss as well in the moral as 


fee 


{6 manner which infinite Wif. 


de kn6s de be beſt calculated for promo - 
and FOO 'of His 
1 ig. * 469 4 BT oh aii Is 2 * "SEE HA 
s a8 ſublime a as they are im- 


to hien the underſtanding gives its 
Willing allet; F ls on which it tepoſes with 
| confidence/and ſekurity. But dur bleſſed” Sa: | 
hath given a ſtill more pleaſing view.of | 
divide Providence, and a yet more comfor- 
table direction to the faith of his diſciples. 
2 them to regard God as bearing to 
them the moſt "amiable and moſt endearing 
character in which he was ever repreſented to 
man, een that of a Father tender and affec- 
tionate, taking a particular concern in all that 
regards them, ordering every circumſtance in 
their lot, and cauſing even thoſe diſpenſations 
of his Providence, which to them may appear 
moſt dark, or which they may feel moſt di- 
ſtreſsful, effectually to promote their higheſt 
moral improvement. Let not your hearts 
be troubled, ſaid he to his immediate 
diſciples in the hour of their ſorrow; and the 
fame exhortation he is to be conſidered as ad- 
drefling to his faithful followers in all ages, 


"0 ve believe in God, ä alſo in me.“ 


FE 


"cards my Brethren, * coafolitory! diſcourſe 


of which theſe words are the introduction, 


attend to the various ſublime ſources of com - 
fort which are therein opened up, and by 


theſe ſpecimens judge of the conſolations which 


the goſpel at large holds forth to the diſtreſ- 
ſed. What ſimplicity, what majeſty, what 
authority i is conſpicuous in every ſentence of 
that admirable diſcourſe ! Who that is capable 


of reliſhing the beautiful and pathetic, or of 


admiring the grand and ſublime, tan peruſe 
it, in a ſerious, and eſpecially i in an afflicted 
hour, without feeking the moſt lively emo- 
tions of hope and joy excited within him? 
Even taſte and ſenfibility, abſtracting from de- 
votion, muſt lead to the acknowledgement, 


| that this diſcourſe could have proceeded from 


none other than one Who intimately knows 
che receſſes of the human heart, and is 4 
to afford a remedy. to its heavieſt woes? 

To ſpecify in the detail the various 8 


of conſolation which the goſpel exhibits to 


the Chriſtian, mourner, would require a ſe- 
parate diſcourſe, or rather a ſeries of diſcour- 
ſes. The goſpel indeed, to every one who ſe- 


riouſly examines its nature and tendency, will 


appear. to be what its name imports, good 
eus, tidings of great joy to all people; but 
it is in an eſpecial manner addreſſed to the 
poor, the perſecuted, the afflicted; and to 
give chem conſolation and hope is one of its 


primary objects. The office aſſigned to its 


divine Author in ancient prophetic deſcrip- 


WEE Vol. IV. | NM tion 
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8. 


. Som: or his W and which TY: both ap- 


plied to himſelf, and literally fulfilled, "was 
4 0 preach good tidings to the meck,—to | 
st bind up the broken in heart,. — to comfort 
46 all that mourn *.” Come unto me, all ye 
I chat labour, and are heavy laden, and Iwill 
4. give you reſt , was his own kind and gra- 

cious invitation. And where can the toſſed, 
_-_ _ perplexed, agitated foul find peace, but in the 2 
bleſſed aſylum which * ik e in he 


golpel. 
For the n wileries to which 3 


nature is ſu bjected —ignorance, conſcious guilt, = 


and moral _imbecility, we have already ſeen the 
noble and effectual remedies which it hath 
provided. And as to affliction arifing from 


Sther cauſes, none can be ſo ſevere and op- 


preſſive, as that a balance, and more than a 


| balance to them is not afforded, by the doc- 1 
trines, the prowiſes, and wende 0 1 


the goſpel. 5 


„ through the s catalogue 1 
EE 3 ills is needleſs; however varied and 
however aggravated, i in the conſolations of the 
goſpel: a remedy is to be found for them all. 
Of theſe conſolations this is the ſum. —Their 
Father in heaven ſends trials and afflictions to 


- Dis people, - becauſe he loves them: He pro- 
portions the degree of their ſufferings to what 


he knows to be neceſſary in order to carry 


| forward their viz n 5 He en. 


rn. x. 1 Luke iv, 16, ar +0 dard. uk 28. 
* as © courage 
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Flas and ci romflnces of 1 Man. | 26) 
: coutages 8 to ; foread. ne, 6 Op 
him, and enjoy the exquiſite ſatisfaction of 


bouring out their complaints into his com- 

* Bf paſſionate boſom: He affords the ſupporting 

a aids of his grace, in a meaſure correſponding 85 

I to the ſeverity of their trials, and he gives 

5 them aſſurance, that, however afflictive and, 
TY diſtreſfing, oF they ſhall yet. work. out for them 
44 far more W even an n weight . 
F. ® of glory.” "Fs 


How cold and ds are the Rk * 
5 conſolations of philoſophy, in compariſon, of, 7 
's theſe noble and refreſhing truths | It is im- 
7 poſſible not to feel for thoſe who had n bet, 
ter to produce. When we ſee. labgum i 19985 7 
3 nuity, and eloquence employed by the great 
” Wy maſters of reaſoning in ancient times, upon 
2 W this ſubject ; when we behold. them turning 
15 on every ſide for comfort, and laying hold t 
every circumſtance which reaſon could ſuggeſt 
0 reconcile them to the evils of life; and the RO TELL 
2 refult of their painful reſearch to be only dark- __ 
Os nes, gloom, and uncertainty z, we can ſcarces. 
| ly help dropping a tear of. pity over their un- 
happy fituation. But bleſſed are our eyes, 


ad for they fee, and our ears, for they hear,” „ 
3 what theſe great and wiſe men with tranſport LOL 


would have ſeen and heard, but were not ſo 

highly favoured.  _ + e 

HBleſſed art chou, 0 üncere 3 „ 

5 che goſpel, for to thee thy Saviour hak 
revealed all that is neceſſary to reconcile 

wy thee to thy lot, however painful and di- 
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. v. Gqpe adapted! fo the Aer. 13. = 

; . 45 
. freſing: $ «Meh thy heavenly: Father ma ciple 
2 call eh ſuffer in the courſe of bis righ- | 


bee 

"tcous adminiſtration; ; thy worldly Poſſel- J "4 
may take wings, and leave thee poor 202 
. indeed; thy good name may be wreſted ent 
4 from thee by envy and miſrepreſentation; ever 
1/4 friends may prove cold and treache- hop 
Arbus, and and and death may, tear from thee thoſe 80 
BY x "on _—_— "thy heart leaned with fondeſt af- ſelve 
_ i #1 ut ſtill if thou retaineſt thy con. long 
44 — in x the doctrines and pr omiſes of thy fact 
ol, thou' canft never be bereaved of com. FIR 
es Theſe are conſolations addreſſed not 3 
to reafon and the pure intellect alone, but 10 and 


the ſtrongeſt affettions of the heart. Support 
. ea chefe, feelings may be oppoſed to feel. 


v 

Ms 3 ſuch as are grateful and cheering, to n 
thoſe that are diſmal and ſad, —The view of * 
duturity, in an 'eſpecial mabner, unfolded by 2 


- the goſpel, like the ſun burſting from behind 
r elbud, will diſſipate the gloom, and 
enten the (darkeſt ' ſcenes of life, It vil 
3 - finooth the pillow of a fick-bed, and recon: 
: cile the mind even to poverty and pain. 1 
will briag compoſure to the Chriſtian when 

„ bidding farewel to à dear departing friend; 
- . . . Nay, amidſt the laſt pangs of the diffolving 
© 2 Hh frame, i it will fuſtain his F fainting _ | 


8 4 
* 


Wy bis  raturally iwrodulll wn laſt pr 
poſition ſtated in order to prove the fitneſs of 
the goſpel to remedy the defects of nature, 
Viz. n ere unaided, A no fixed prin 

wy 77); 
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able pol which the tel, 1 innartality- can 1 
| be efabliſhed. 25 


There is e in "the humans min 
a capacity of extending its views beyond 4 pre: 


ſent world, and the exerciſe of this faculty is 


ever accompanied with ſecret preſages and 
hop es of future exiſtence. Anxious wiſhes 


9 1 foreboding fears, it is true, do of them · : 
ſelves afford no certain evidence of. the pro- 
longation of our being; yet it is an undoubted 


fact, that the belief of immortality in one 
form or other has prerailed among mankind 
in all ages and nations, among the ignorant 


and rude, as well as che informed and culti- '; 
' vated. IEC e eee 


8 Wa ir e {Fans hs. coma 
ban of reaſon and the deductions of argu» 
ment? Such never was nor could be the 
ſource of any one general opinion or perſua- 


fon. For reaſoning, the great body of man- 
kind have neither leiſure nor capacity. Witk 


abſtract arguments they are totally unacquaint- 
ed, and when propoſed to them, they have no 


force or effect upon their minds. — As to the 


immortality of the ſoul, it is certain, that {o- 
far was the belief of it from originating from 


learning and philoſophy, that ſceptieiſm withs 


reſpe& to it never prevailed, till: it came 
the ſubject of reaſoning and argumentation. 
We are forced, therefore, to ſeek for ans: 


Ah and more probable ſource of this uni- 
wa We Aud no opinion on this 
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tradition through | ſueceſſive generations. 


Certain it is, that the farther we trace back 


0 che hiſtory of the human race, the deeper and 
_ firmer we find the belief to have been of this 
3 19 principle of religion and morals. 760 

But it is natural to ſuppoſe that all rad 
rionaF knowledge, the farther it removes from 
its ſource, the more it will be corrupted | in 

Us. purity, and -impaired i in its influence. 
And ſuch was the fate of the doctrii 


un 


der conſideration. It degenerated. from. age 


to age, till at length, about the time of our 
Saviour's appearance, it was clothed in ſuch 


5 entravagant forms, and ſo dieGgured by the 
__ __ abfurdities of or 


fiction, that men of ee reſtection wer: 
aſhamed to adopt it into their ſyſtems | of be- 
Hef.  Unwilling, bewever, to renounce. 
tirely the hopes of nature, re 
red with: unremitting ſtudy, what ſupport and 
_ encouragement they could derive from reaſon 
_ inſalf, in behalf of an opinion ſo 80 vial to 
. the nobleſt ambition of add. 55; 6 


«ft , —_ 


To this moſt intereſting ſubject, dy err 


to have given the whole force of their minds, 

and all their great powers of reaſoning. Eve- 
ry argument which the nature and faculties 

of. * bn es m_ | moan ideas of m_ 
* Hi þ VVV 


S * 11 


adapted 19 the n 


SERIES point. RY to CA fo well ſupported as that ok 

thoſe who maintain, that the doctrine of im. 
mortality is co-eval with man himſelf, that it 
was conveyed to him at Bis creation by the 
Author of his being, and handed down by 
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4 they are deſirous of arming their diſciples 
, apainſt the fears of death, they inculcate as 


- * vere conſid red and weighed 
wich all the attention and care which genius 
and unwearied ap 
beſtow. And what v was the reſult ? Greater 
beſitation, eee de porylemicys. an 
exiſted before. 

Nor would this appear in \ ihe leaſt en 


; bag, did the limits of this diſcourſe admit of 
an inveſtigation of the arguments, whether 
phyſical or moral, upon u act reſted 
the proof of immortality.” 


Certain it is that they ſerved not to 8 


; k er en to the underſtanding, or to eſtabliſh? 


the minds of even thaſe who! employed them, 


in the belief of this great fundamental-princi- 
ple. This is admitted by an elegant moderna 


biſtorian, who will not be aecuſed of prejudice 


againſt them. - The writings of Cicero,“ 
ſays he, ©. repreſent in moſt lively colours 
5 the ignorance, the errors, and the uncer- 


« tainty of the ancient philoſophers, with re- 
«..ſpe& to the immortality of che ſoul. When 


% an obvious though melancholy poſitiony 


1 &« that the fatal ſtroke of our diſſolution re- 
* leaſes; us from the calamities of life, and 15 


« that they can: no longer: ſuffer RW; no one 


4 er exiſt .. 


Cern wis ae and a diſmal tc of ind. 


* Gibbon's. iter of 4 the Decline 10 Fall 0 
Roman Empirg, Vol. I. 5. 556. 419 „ 
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3 403 aflured — of che Beſt" Chri. 
ſtians in midſt of the ſufferings, rer to 
in, to which they were expoſet. 

We are troubled on every fide,” ive the 


| Apoſtle Faul of: himſelf and his fellow dif- 


eiples, yet not diſtreſſed; we are perplexed, 


but not in deſpair; perſecuted; but not for- 
faken; caſt down, but not deſtroyed; — for : 
a we know, that if the earthly houſe of this 


tabernacle were diff6lved, we have a build - 
* ing of God, an houſe not made with n 
45 eternal in the heavens *. * Ls, iP 3 ED ® 4 l 


Contraſt the ſentiments UR Socra 


circumſtances, - and mark the difference. It 
& is time for us to depart,” ſaid strikes to 
his friends after he had ſwallowed the poiſon; 
for me to die, for vou to live.” "Which of 
© the two is beſt, the immortal gods know, but 
«7 ſuppoſe no man on earth can certainly tell. 

But hear the Apoſtle Paul, alſo in the immedi- 
ate proſpect of a violent death. am now 


, ready to be offered up, ſays he to- imothy, 


% and the time of my departure is at hand. 1 
have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my 
4 courſe, I have kept the faith.  Hericeforth 


. there is laid up for me a crown of Tighte- 


„ ovſneſs;” which the Lord the "righteous. 
4 MC ras. wo: give me at that day f. ne > me 
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thoſe of that Apoſtle hen keen whe fame 
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N 1 * Star and berate, of ;" | 273? < 
C to $ . is Chritt, us laid he i in another Ehe. . 
4 and to die is gain ny, PE 
Aud fee: in what tüte * avimating, | 
; frrains he writes, not merely of the immorta- 
ty of the ſbul, but of the reſurrection of the 
body, and its exaltation to a pure and ſpiritual. 
mode of exiſtence, exempt from ſuffering and. 
decay, and qualified for being the habitation. of 
the ſoul perfected in holineſs and glory. 
This corruption, ſpeaking of the body, 
, muſt put on incorruption, and this mortal 
„ ſhall put on immortality, then ſhall be 
e brought to paſs the ſaying that is written, 
Death is ſwallowed. up in victory.—0 death, 
where is thy ſting, Orgrave, where is thy J 
-« victory le But read the whole of che voble MW 
Uſcourke. upon this grand/and intereſting - ſub— 


5 MU j<&, contained in the fifteenth chapter of 8 4 | 
n; W Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, and chen fay,. , 
of | whether ſuch ideas concerning the invi fible - 
ut _ world could: ever have entered into the unab- 3 
wh , nel mind of man. wt oe vhs ION 
li- | Wow The The contraſt micht be Niet on to a great 
W extent, but I ſhall” ſolicit your anche to 
vo | two other paſſages oy. in which it. is com. 

1 + pl. et e. LY SEES Ls 344. £6 Sh N * * 26445 . 
ny I have great hopes ſald Socrates:t6 his- 
th judges, de that this ſentence' of condenthition. 
ce i „ may be to my advantage. — For either in 
vs. i — death all our ſenſations are extinguiſhed, 

** 98 and. then 1 it is like — repoſe of a quiet. lle Tp: 
e. #1 "GREW Phil, i. 21. A 
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= undiſturbed en 


bag or ele "TP 5 
5 her kate, whither .they |} 
ibo have left the world are already gone. 
« And" if : this be the caſe, - Is it nothing, think, 
__ you, to talk with Orpheus, and Muſzus, | 
| 0 rg: Homer, and Hefiod ?. I could. die ma- 
257 times to d enjoy t the pleaſure. of ſuch. con- 
& verfations.” n 
"Who L read this paſſage, md not fa 4 


n 


eAprefüng the Bopes of nature, 9 3 5 "thus. +1 
Uncertain concerning their accomplifament. 

But attend to the animated repreſentations 
oy ee the 2 Faul of the ſublime ſocie» 4 


] 'w ap "nt « 1 * are « come voto. Gee, +: hong — I 

Aunto the city of the living God, the heavens . 

1 « iy Jerufalem, and to an innumerable com- 
1 pany of angels; 10 the general. aſſembly. and. 
** church of. the Grft: born which are written 


Pau and to God: the judge of all, 
* and to. che ſpirits of juſt men. made perfect. 
and 10 Jeſus | e mediator of the. new HONG" 2] | 
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Such ae dhe ee wag which — 8 5 
opens, and ſuch the hopes which it holds 
forth, to animate. the pea ey ſoothe the af- 
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ned not from the fallible concluſions of 


bon, not from the fond viſhes of an aſpiring: 


mind, but founded on . teſtimony of the 
inſpired oracles of God. Upon this immove- 
able baſis ee fabric of our belief 


— — ee the ſoul after 


ection: of the body—a day of 
general jud the future torments of the 
hike; a the EM Sas immortabrewards of 
the righteous. 

Theſe grand and TY af@ivg dofriness 


are revealed; not in the language of mere affſr- 


mation only, but in {0 great a variety of gu- 
rative animated repreſentations; as: to convey to 
the imagination, as well as to the reaſon * 
jadgment, „the livelieft and deepeſt impreſſions 
uh and reality. They are confirm- 
ed by the moſt; ſolemn authority which hea- 
ven and earth could afford by the declara- 


83 


81 
FH 


tions, by the death, and reſurrection and aſ- 
cenſion of God's eternal Son. And what can 
powerfully; upon the human mind · 
as theſe views. of the moral government of 


operate ſo 


God? What can ſerve ſo effectually to recal 
men from the grovelling purſuit of objects un - 


worthy | of their nature, and exeite their moſt+ 
vigorous endeavours for the - attainment of 
thoſe. moral qualities which will Turvive the 
firoke of death, and conftirute the eternal fe. 


licity of intelligent beings? ? 
: Who n reflect, in particular, upon thas! 


M. 6 happy 


** of Faith "Profortts theſe has . 2 47 


* 


—— oe 2reparedi for real 6 
ſtians, and not inſtantiy — ite Sonderfui. | 
aptitude to the deſires and nobleſt ambition of 4 
our nature? In: fine, who can ſeriouſly at- 4 
tend to that glorious ann of Whey this i is, i A 


» his . as the-fulleſt conviftion of 
his unc 9 ne that it is the: eat truth of 
God. _ tha; improvement and comfort 1 ; 
L Et <4 8 5 EE 24 5 110 tha, | boy $314 4 = ö . tu 
| +" Sides ah TT, a hs zeneral illuſtra- 5 
Ze non of \the-ſeveral propoſitions ſtated, permit 
mae to give the ſum of n E g g 
aà very ſhort abſtracc r. 
Is the mind of — ly ignorant, ar 
dy its own unaſſiſted powers totally 
of diſcovering truths in themſelves the moſt; 
important, and of the moſt. eſſential conſe- 
duence for man to know?: Behold the goſ! 
pel, like the benign rays of the morning ſun | 
en the ned world, ziluminating his dark 
anding, inſtructing him in every branch 
of Knowledge — to inform his judg - dt 
ment, to improve his heart, and elevate his m 
| foul to that rank in the ſcale of moral eri. 
a⁊nce for Which it was origigally deſigned. 8 
Is man guilty and depraved, condemned. wy th 
1 own mind, and- terrified with juſt appre- i 
Denſions of future and deſerved puniſhment : 3 3d 
EAT b * ſoul-roviving N in which the 
; ED 8 3 by 
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row of ſorrow, is 
Rant ſucceſſion of aMiQions for which he can- 
not account, and under Which he finds no ef? 
feltual conſolation? Liſten tô the goſpel aſ- 
1 ſyring and convineing him, that theſe trials 


d who is he We obdesen e, W. 67 tre wy 
Is man not criminab only, and obnoxio! 


a n puniſhment; but to _— moral ant 
good purſuit-weak and impotent, incapa 
being, and ſerving, and enjoying God See 


ipable of 


del holding forth to his acceptance 


"ah! effectual energy of tlie divine 
if Spirit, to change his diſpoſition, renew his na- 
. e ture, and by his blefing upon means adapted 


e end, to train him up in a progreflive 


- eels of moral improvement into a fitneſs 
enen, eternal enjoyment of his Maker: 


Ig mam by nature the child of ſuffering and 
ve ſubjected to a con- | 


are not only no real evils, but bleflings in dif- 
guiſe, the medicine of the ſovl, and means in 


tie hand of God for purifying it from the 
droſs of corruption, and preparing it for ad- 
miſſion into the . of eternal purity and 
. 46 10 6d Re ng 


Lalo. are chit mew proſpects Levin 


the grave covered with darkneſs which reaſon 
en eee to e and is his mine , 


8 * 
S. 10 FP Ain Sat ag "3 


i with ka ary which is due to the i im- 
E= ee view it in its full ex- '- 


Shapes cn n 


* 


5 primitive dignity and excellence... Indeed, my: 
friends, tothe ſtare and circu of man- 


in, chat to che mind which-ſeriouſly attends 7 
7 "M0 both, ee them together, this con- 
| eee of our na- ; 


5 5 
= \ provement : to be made of this diſcourſe. 


ſo, how enormo 2 
who, ig. ſpite. of evidence the moſt. ſatisfying, 
and too often, it is to be feared, 1 in oppoũtion 


ben to remove any one link of this. 9 


| neceptation,. fa dhe nobleſt and. beſt gife hid; 
Heaven in mercy could beſtow upon man? If 


Ous is the guilt of thoſe men, 


to the convictions of their — J 


and the feelings of their hearts, not oalpre= > 
ject chis divine ſyſtem, but traduce its excel. 
lence, hinder its pres and ſtrive to deſtroy. B 
its influence ? Let them beware: Their guilt 
2 great, their danger is extreme. Wy There. 
is a fig which is unto· death ; A fin which. 
« ſhall. not. be forgiven,, either in this world . 
a or in that which is to come . 'F 


In the ſecond place, from the ketch that Y . 


been given of a few of. its leading features, it 
appears, that the goſpel. contains an uniform, 
regular, and harmonious. plan, ſo intimateix, 
and eſſentialiy connected: in all its parts, Wa. 


not one can be taken away without a mate by. 
rial injury to the whole,. The grand object of 


* * 
\ ” 


the goſpel, as we have ſcen, . is 0 raiſe man 
fallen and apoſtaie, from ignorance, guilt, and. | 


miſery, to glory and immortality. Ihe means. 
employed are worthy of the end. they are a» 
ke from God, and their ſucceſs is. infallibly. i 


| certain: for what infioite Wiſdom hath devi- 
| ſed, omnipotent power is. able to accompliſh. 


Ta alter or innovate upon. this. plan, and e- 


ſt 3 John 3 v. 16. 5 1 wal. xi 33. 1 


: , for Ni bÞ ihe doftine ef the FE 
: tonement, and what foundation remains to 
the se which to build his hopes of par | 
don and eternal life? Remove the influences 
of the Spirit, and how is it poſſible, that a be. 
_ mg depraved, ſo unlike to God, and fo 
| feeble in his moral and religious faculties, can, 
become qualified for the preſence and enjoy- 
ment of his Maker? Take away any one doc- 
trine peculiar to the goſpel, and you deſtroy 
the unity and Harmony of the whole ſyſtem. 
R becomes broken and disjointed in its mem- 
bers, the means ceaſe to be equal to the end, 
the wal is: deprived of the great ſources of its 
3 ſecurity, and relapſes into fearfulneſs. and 
doubt. In a word, it is no longer the plan of 
divine Wiſdom, but of buman invention, nor 
» 3s the honour of the divine perfections « con- 
led: to crown it with ſucceſs, 5 1 
Do you wiſh then, my friends, to have | 
| your minds eſtabliſhed i in the true knowledge. 
tad faith of the goſpel-ſyſtem 2. Seek it not, 
ſeech you, in the partial, infidions repre- 
| ſentations of deſigning men, but in the Scrip- 
- tures themſelves. "There you will ſee i it in all, 
its Excellence, you, will admire its aptitude to 
your condition, you will feel its vaſt impor · 
. tance and value; and with joy; you will acqui - 
eſce in it as the alen and. ne * Ig Ca Got x 
for falvation. © 
In the laf place, If 0 oli of the guſpel- 


in its true extent, be indeed fo admirably ad- 
apted 


I 


— that; by me' 


| a of man z 2 
dy "for His Webpage Hite: 5 
id imbecility; affords to him the only 
tat corifolation tnder the various trou- 
dles and ſorrows of a pr 
ure foundation upon which his hopes of 
another and better can reſt; then it follows, 
that to extend the knowledge, and- to promote : 
tlie influence oft this divine ſyſtem, | are the no- 
dleſt objects of human benevolence. 3 
To a dark and beni ghted world at large, 
dur efforts cannot xt. New arrange- 
ments of Providence alone, can 575 the way 
For its converſion. But while we feel for i the 
 biikiappy fituation of the vaſt multitudes of our 
fellow creatures remaining 1 in ignorance. an 


N. np ; 


reſent life, and the on- 


dt 1 ” 
5 


_ Holatry, and lamene our incapacity to bfi 
them relief, let us humbly and earneſtly re- 


commend" them to the compaſſionate regards 
of” the great univerſal Parent; let us plead 
Wich him as arguments, his reſpect to his own. 

| glory and to the beſt intereſts' of his ratiohab 
| Godoy : Let us plead with him his own 
truth and faithfulneſs in fulfilling his promiſes, 
aethods knownto his infinite wiſdom, 

he would enlighten” the. dark” places of the 
; earth with the Pure light of” evangelical truthy 


ber hallen che happy time foretoldꝰ 060 
15 W mini 


nion of Grit Hall extend. from Jea 
to ſeu, anu frem the river even unte rhe "idle 
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: war of SSC ners af, we | way. certainly 
oy more an, and immediate exertions. 


To the remote, uncultivated, untutored di- 


ſtricts of our own country, in particular, we 
Way, and every principle of religion, and eve- 
xy feeling of humanity call upon us, to ſend 


ES 


_ relief by ſuch means as are within our * 4 


This 1 is the. well . known 
ofe account we 831-4 — 1 and 
- whoſe defire I have addreſſed you. Their pane- 
Wn would come with an ill grace from one 
of their, own body, and who for ſome years 
as. had Bare. in hy Sree. fe their bu- 


Am more nnn accoum 7 dd be- 


come this place; of our procedure, of the ſpe - 


_ cial objects of our attention, and of the ſucceſs 
which has, attended our Jabours, will ſoon, .AC- 
cording to to. uſyal. practice, be ſubmitted to the 
 inſpedtion, of the public. —la. general, 1 have 
| the. ſatisfaction to inform you, that at no pe · 
_ riod were the affairs of the Society in a more 


WK did ne, i a fairer, proſpect of 
moſt lively. gratitudey;,wo acknowledge the 


_  comtiguing, generoliy: of the public, and the 


munificence of individual benefactors, in con- 
ſequence of which, from ſmall beginnings, our 


funds have en to cheir preſent . 


one, ve — experts ur Chritian —.— 
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fituation than at preſent, at no 


; country. Wich the 
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and ſubſtantial proofs. Men of the firſt rank 


m the kingdom, whoſe names are an ornament 
to their high ſtation, and others, 


and the neighbouring country, diſtinguiſhed 


by the eminence of their talents, and their in- 
fluence in public affairs, have not diſdained : 
to enrol their names with ours, as members 

of an aflociation for promoting religious know · 
ledge and uſeful induſtry. They have not 
been aſbamed to appear in an open, avowed 


manner, as its patrons and benefactors, and 


vich an active and liberal ſpirit, to labour for 
promoting its great and beneficent purpoſes. 
In the conſciouſneſs of their own benevolence, 
in the bleflings of them who- were ready ta 
periſh for lack of knowledge, and above all, 
in the approbation of the great univerſal Pa- 
rent of e may they, "ny the noble | 

reward! 40 
Toa variety of 3 en hens 9 
u life precluded from perſonal ſervices, we haue 
lately been indebted for generous donations, 
to aſſiſt in carrying on the good cauſe in which, 
we are engaged. With gratitude they have 
deen received, and with ny my hall be 
0 employed. 


But one donation REF} 8975 we had laſt 


an opportunity of meeting together upon this f 


ane is of too great magaitude to be 


e over 


AG 
i ”- 
> 9 


ot de VHS of the ness che inte · 
grity with which this ſacred and important 
truſt has been conducted, we have received, 
and particularly of late, the moſt flattering 


both of this 


4 4 : 4 
A. ( . - J 2 . 1 
E * N . is 
4 p "Is _ : 
L - 
— L —.— == I So cs fake. GACEESEEL ; PETS, A ——— 
r — r Lo. FEE 3 — — — — œ— 5 EET 


*. Capi: da put the” Ser. r3. 


| mean the princely benefaction of a Lady *, 
whole name will long be precious to the real 


friends of religion and their country—a Lady 
| whoſe rank and high connections, whoſe 1 un 


common natural abilities and acquired accom- 
pliſhments, would have attracted the notice 
and commanded the reſpect of the politeſt 
circles, but whoſe chief diſtinction aroſe from 


a warm and uniform fenſe of piety, a heart- 


felt zeal for the beſt intereſts of religion and 
her fellow-creatures,” and "unwearicd, unin- 


terrupted exertions in promoting them. "To 


theſe important purpoſes ſhe devoted her e- 


minent talents and her beneficent life. To 


theſe odjecks, at her death, ſhe conſecrated her 


imple fortune: To promote | the ends of this 


Society in particular, ſhe bequeathed a ſum + 


0 conſiderable, : as 22 to e our ſphere | 


of vfefulnefs.” * 9B, 5K 7TH 
3 While we gratefuſty acknovladge bh and 
other benefaCtions, while we give thanks, to 
God for putting it into the hearts of thoſe to 


whom he had given the power to beſtow them; 
we at the ſame time profeſs ourſelves to be 


only ſtewards for the public in employing 
them. For public purpoſes they were given, 


and to the public, we pledge ourſelves, they 


mall faithfully be devoted. Be ours the pains 
and the labour, be theirs the advantage. We 
folicit the countenance and aid of our fellow. 
n Viſconntel — + 1. 5080 Ste lag. 
7 citizens, 


. _—_ this general acknowledgement. I 5 


r a, ch, me od A 


POS 


| citizens,. at in fo far as Qui 
truſt ſhall, appear to deſerve them. "The "reg 
friends of religion and their country muſt be 
friends to our cauſe. They who have ſeen 
the excellence and felt the power of the, goſ- 

: pel.c of Chriſt, muſt be anxious for its exten- 
ion ; their hearts will dictate a benevolent, 
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feryent prayer to the Father, of Lights, that 


the glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs, may ſ peedi- 
ly ariſe upon the dark places of the earth; 


that upon the remote corners of our own coun- 
try, in particular, where as yet he is ſeen but 
_ obſcurely, his light may break forth in all its 
| luſtre, to diſpel the gloom of ſpiritual dark - 
nels, and to alleviate the wretchedneſs of pe- 
nury and toil. gp 


Real Chriſtians. cannot fail to regard with 


approbation attempts to open up proſpects of 
. preſent comfort and of future joy to our 
_ unhappy fellow- ſubjects, hitherto left in ig- 
norance and poverty, to convey to them that 
peace and animating hope, which the benign - 
influence of the goſpel never fails to inſpire. 
To ſuch benevolent efforts, in their ſeveral 
| ſtations, and according to their reſpective abi- 
 lities, they will lend their countenance and 


aid, and to all they will join their earneſt pray - 


ers for that mannes which) elan can give ſuc- 
ceſs. 8 be 


Pray, Brethren, for us, ane for all who are 
immediately e in reer the great 


3 ects 


1 
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. 6bjedts of tt s inſtitution n, 
abilities may correſpond to 
dur work, that the effe 
wit of God may accompany our 
and that we, however: mean a unworthy, - 
ay be honoured as Trop labourers 70 ever 
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7 | The + Charatter Wm he Right þ Honourable e s F 


late Earl of KinNoULL *. 


f Tax s Societyi in i Scotland for prog antng Chet. 
| ſtian Knowledge, deeply ſenſible of the loſs which 
they have ſuſtained by the death of the Rt Hon, 
Thomas Earl of Kinnoull, their late worthy Pres 
- kident,, conſider it as a duty incumbent upon them 
to teſtify to the world their reſpect for his memo- _ 
ry, and 7 gratitude for his beneficent attention 
to the objects of their inſtitution. As a Society, 


founded for the purpoſe of promoting the cauſe of 


religion, they think themſelves called upon to ex» 
bibit to public view a character formed upon reli - 

gious principles, and affording a bright example 
of their influence. | General panegyrie is often the 
creation of fancy.— The object which they have in 

view, they imagine will be beſt attained by a 
plain unornamented detail of a few facts in the 
conduct of this ſingularly good de een 
bis real character will beſt appear. 

Tbe late Earl of Kinnoull was born in 0 
er 1741, to Conſtantia, daughter of John 
Kirle-Earnley, Eſq; + by whom he had iſſue one 
ſon, who died an infant. He was choſen Member 


of Parliament for Cambridge i in 1741, and repre - 


ſented that corporation till he ſucceeded his father 
in e e in erg Ee was alſo Boden Re- 


=; The following Chandler of the lite Earl of Kino,” 
written at the deſire of the Directors of the Society in Scot- 
land for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, was by them 
adopted, inſerted in their Records, and ordered to be pu- 
din IN name «own. os Pere per POOR a hare v4 
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258 Chafalle⸗ of the Earl of K duo 


| - order of Cambridge, 5 held that office gl bis 


death. He was for many years Chairman of the 
Committee of Privileges. In 1741 he was appoint · 


ed one of the Commiſſioners of the Revenue in 


5 Ireland, —in 1746, 2 Lord of Trade and Planta. 
| tions, —in 1754, a Lord of the Treaſury, —in 


\ 1755. Faymaſter- General of his Majeſty's Forces, 
Du 8. 0 
ter, and Member of the Privy Council, —and, in 


iceHlor of the Duchy of Lanca. 


Igo ns pore pnongrnnc 4 to the Court 5 


| Portugal. 


it in general to ſay, that, guided by the pure 
principles of the conſtitution, he uniformly * 
erted hienſelf to preſerve inviolate the juſt rights 


and privileges of each part of the Britiſh legiſſa | 
ture, to maintain the laws and liberties of his ! 


country, and to promote, as far as lay in his pom 


er, tha ſaſety, the honour, and the welfare of th | 


Kare. 8 24 29 on Sed Sig 474 HS TREAT 1£2 
His uhremit ting-attention- to public bulinel for 

fo long a period, and in ſo many different offices, 

having greatly impaired his health, in 1762 he 


10 retirement at the ſeat of his anceſtors.— A re- 
ſolution trom which the moſt urgent ſolicitation 
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. 1 | 

* In Jaan 1768; this Sac with" one voice, 
Invited him to be their Preſident; an office for 
whith he was eminently qualified, and which 
with much credit to himſelf and benefit to * 10s 
ſtitution, he ne till his death. * 


2b 4 


— — of his en bi oublic life is | 
not intended by the Society, this they leave to be 
ſought for in the annals of his country. Suffice 


reſigned all his employments under the Crown, 
and reſolved to dedicate the remainder: of his liſe 


and e offers were never able to Giver 


regu 


divin' 


from 


2 


Q way of the Bart 27 2 ien 255 


7 A liberal annual donation was but one of MP . 


7 Fivours which he conferred upon the Society, 
From the time of his election he entered with ſpi- 
kit and zeal into their objects, and uniformly ex · 


erted himſelf to promote them. When Preſent, bh, 


e preſided with ability and moderation in their 


councils; and when abſent, replied with ſerupu- 
Jous punctuality to their letters, and favoured them 
with his advice and aſſiſtance whenever they were 
requiſite.— To his talents and influence, as well 
as to his extenſive knowledge and long practice 

in buſineſs, the uy were Often W wes hs 


: debted. 2558, * 


But 15 pondu, as e of this Society, 
erhibiee only a partial and = limited view of 


08 worthy Nobleman. - * 2511 


Hlis character was uniform and ae in Yall = 
its features, for it was formed by principles. which 
admit of no variation” The Society can trace it 
only in a few of its outlines; but what they ad- 
vance reſts either upon facts of public notoriety, 


or the perſonal knowledge of ſome of their own 


members whoſe teſtimeny is beyond ſuſpicion, | iz 5. 

A warm but rational piety was the great lead= 
ing principle of his character, it directed and per- 
vaded _ part of his conduct in public N 


obs aka no oſtentatious al of religion, Sue 
he was not aſhamed to prattiſe the duties, and a- 
vow the feelings which belong to a Chriſtian. The 
apprehenſion of cenſure or of ridicule from the 


faſhionable world, deterred him not from giving 
regular attendance upon the public ordinances of 


divine worſhip. This part of his conduct flowed 


| from noble and juſt principles. 


Public homage, he conſidered to be indiſpen- 
5 Vor. IV. N ſablyꝰ 


an 26G 


{His country. He felt the reverence which a. good | 
'_ _ _  eitizen-owes £0 its inſtitutions... He knew the in. - 
mende of the example of men of his rank upon 
ite manners of the inferior, and great body of | 
tte community. His attendance, therefore, upon | 
public worſhip - was not occaſional” but regular, 

| "we een en the Re: its wn ang "Gauge | 
HT” Altho' while 4056 in et Am in a pub [ 

Be ſtation abroad, he was of the communion of the 
- Eluirch of England, (naturally led to this by his 
education and the practice of his family), yet when 


2 that in articles of faith and doctrine the 
of. form: conſtitute the chief, if not the * _ | 


This good man's deep- felt ſenſe of ons was 1 
expreſſed in a manner nil more nen 
Worthy of admiration. 4 
=: When, from the SH ITE or. acknels af: the mi · 

5 niſter, or or any other cauſe, there was no public 
3 worſhip in his pariſh-church, it was his regular 
75 wen on the Lord's days to call together his | 


be judged beſt adapted to their improvement, and 


votion.— And this laſt he uniformly did Oy Sun 
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great Author of all Public as well as lay ro OR 
He firmly believed in. the. eſtabliſhed religion of 


he came to live in this country, he conformed to | 
the uſages of the Church of Scotland. He well 


>, ſiſler churches are united, and that mattes 


ference between them. 


eſtics, to read to them a portion | 
of the Lbrſpiiges; and ſuch books of religion as 


to preſide among them in immediate acts of de · 
day evening through the year. 


Ita was his ne N no elevation of rank 
| CRE 12 can 


gree of vivacity to his conpentarion, - : 


chance P th gar of Rui. 


can be an apology for the negle&. of che . Foe 
| which man owes to his Maker; and beſides, that 


no man can ever appear in a more dignified or 
graceful attitude, than when at the head of his 


family acknowledging the bounties, and ſolici- 
ting the continuing protection of their comman 
Parent. The compoſitions which he uſed in theſe 


acts of family · devotion were his own, and ſingu - 


| Toy excellent, —in reciting them, which he did 


from memory, the anim⸗ ion and ſervour of bis 
manner at once demonſtrated the warmth of his 


own deyotional feelings, and excited a congenial ets 
| Firit. in the breaſts of all who heard him, 


When no clergyman was preſent, he always 


0 ficiated . as chaplain at his on table, both be- 
: fore and- after meals,—not by the ſhort form com- 


. monly, and too often irreverently repeated, but 
by a few. ſuitable expreſſions pronounced with the 


decent ſolemnity which becomes an ieee 7 


Addreſs. to the Denty.: ©: 5 
He regularly joined in the IG of the 


4 Supper in his pariſh; church, and attend- 
ed upon all the religious ſervices Preparatory to, 


and conſequent upon that. ordinance, as uſually 


obſerved in the Church of Scotland. The cloſe» 


neſs of his attention, and the. ſeriouſneſs of his 


mind upon theſe occaſions, viſibly appeared in his 
countenance and manner. He had a ſingular de- 
light in that ordinance, and it always ſeemed to 
, produce the happieſt effect upon his mind, to 1 
a new de- 


give a briſker flow to his ſpirits, an 


. The duties of. the clolet he obſerved: \ ia 6 


leſs care than thoſe of the family and church. To 5 


ſecret devotion, a confiderable part of his time was 


daily allotted; during the time conſecrated to this 


. i BD PUT: 


2 8 


 _ _ converſation. 


2 | Charatter rafit the Ear * en 


5 1 no engagements in buſivets, nor- Fs | 
of company were ſuffered to intrude. The Serip. ©” 
Tures were the guide and conſtant companion ok ſo th 
his devotions. Few had ſtudied them with cloſer WM thin 
attention, and few had more thoroughly imbibed 1K 
their ſpirit. 3 telt 
His belief of Chriſtianity was 5 ha reſul = 
of ſerious and careful inveſtigation, Almoſt eve. 
ry book of character upon the nature and evi he 

-dences of the goſpel he had read with care, and | 
as his memory was retentive to an uncommon de. EY 
 _gree, he was never obſerved to be at a loſs when 
| any branch of that ſabje 1 was aer into 


Sincere in his proſeſſion of a every ry thing 
immediately connected with its intereſt engaged 
his attention. He was, of conſequence, a friend 
to its miniſters. They were acceptable gueſts at 
His very hoſpitable table, and with the worthy | 
and learned among them he cultivated habits of | 
familiar intercourſe. « | 
Some of the brighteſt ornaments of the Churcd 
of England he numbered among his particular 
friends; and of the Scottiſh clergy there were not 
a few whom he honoured with diſtinguiſhing mark: 
of his confidence and eſteem. To the miniſters in 
His immediate neighbourhood, he gave a general 
+ Invitation to his houſe, and to the uſe of his h- 
brary; and encouraged them upon every occaſion 
of moment, to folicit, and repoſe You his advice 
and afliftance.' * _ 
In all: thoſe pariſhes . - he was an a heriter, 
he promoted the augmentation of the livings, and 
gave liberal aſſiſtance to every plan propoſed for 
che e en of che min aller. | F 
; 


of antiquity, particularly the Roman poets. * 
 *Witk the- hiſtory and ſtate of modern literature. 


;: 


che, 97 the Bart of Ki Want 293 


2 ahi be invited the dag to his ey and table, 
ſo there was not only nothing to deter, but every 


thing to induce them to comply. In his preſence 
nothing was ever permitted which had the remo- 
teſt aſpect of indecorum ; and fuch was the re- 
verence which his 9 character inſpired, 


that even men of rank, though free in their prin= _ 
ciples, and in other companies licentious in their 


converſation, before him were moſt e ANG. 
attentive to propriety... | | I 
But the Eart of Kinnoull's tener 8 Was 3 


innocent only, it was inſtructive in no common 


degree. Few men had treaſured up ſo great a 


ſtore of various and important knowledge. He 


was an excellent claſſical ſcholar, and while a- 
mong literary men, his frequent and apt quota - 
tions ſhewed his familiarity with the beſt writers- 


W 


alſo, his acquaintance was extenſive and accurate. 


The beſt new publications were regularly ſent to- | 


him, and added to his ample collection; they were 
frequently the ſubjects of his converſation, and up- 


on none did his memory, taſte, and ane, 
appear to greater advantage. | 


Another line of converſation in which 10 ex- 


celled, and for which he had an inexhauſtible fund 
of materials, was in giving curious and intereſt · 
ing anecdotes concerning the diſtinguiſhed perſon- 
ages of his time, the political tranſactions of that 
period, and che ſecret. eine which. produced | 


them; ; LEN 7 
The high ples; of kate als he Jad long 
filled, and the habits of intimacy in which he had 


lived with people of high rank and. conſequence, 
Save him opportunities of knowing and entertain- 
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in bis sd with aby bade at Weine I 
which they could derive from: no 1 Fo of 
information. 2208 a 
His near 0 to eden the! 1800 Earl of | 
Od. ſufficiently accounts for his early intro - 
duction into the political world; his own ability, 
integrity, and unremitting attention to buſineſs | 
' ſecured and increaſed that influence which natu- 
rally aroſe to him from his high connections. With | 
the firſt men of his time, both in the political and 
_ Hiterary world, he lived in habits of familiar in- 
tercourſe. Lord Hardwicke, Mr Pelham, the Earl | 
of Mansfield, Archbifhop Secker, and Mr Pope, 
were of the number, and may ſerve as a ſpecimen 
of thoſe with whom he chiefly affociated. | 
A A conſiderable part of a lifetime ſpent in fuck! 
ſociety; in ſcenes of national buſineſs, and in li- 
tterary purſvits, could not but afford ample ſtore | 
of valuable information, nor, with his frankneſs | 
of communication, fail to render his converſation | 


as entertaining as it was inſtructive. ET (es 


But the Earl of Kinnoull was not fitted dy to 


£04 ſhine in converſation, —he was ſtill more diſtin» 


| guiſhed by bis active, diffuſive benevolence. His 


5 retirement from public buſineſs Was not devoted ö 


to indolence and inaction. The remainder of his 
- life, though in a more contracted ſphere, was 
: — „ N in übe ſervice of =_ fallow | 
| "Many evidences of his publie oirit an: beneß⸗ 1 
© cence. he has left behind him. That noble and 
uſeful work the bridge over the Tay at Perth, it 
is well known, owes to him its exiſtence, under 
his auſpices, and at the riſk of his private for- | 
5 tune, it was re and vill, it is te by hoped, | 
| TE remain 


; ; »$* & : 5 
* * 
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At the meetings of is ebe aud en 


men of that part of the country where he refided, 


he gave conſtant attendance when his health Per- 0 | 


- mitted, and the importance of the object requi- 
red his preſence. In their deliberations, the ge - 


neroſity and diſintereſtedneſs of his views, united: | 
to his talents and experience. in er HN never 
failed to command univerſal reſpect. 

The benevolent and worthy part eke he the” 
towards the Society in Scotland for Progughil 
Chriſtian Knowledge, has been already mention- 


ed. To various charitable inſtitutions in Eoglanh | 


he was a regular and liberal contributor. . „ 
But in no part of his conduct. did F 

of this good man's heart more amiably Nag 

itſelf, than in his behaviour to young people. An 

old man ſurrounded by young men ſtrongiy at- f 


tached to. him, affords a pleaſing ſpectacle. It 


was the picture frequently exhibited by: the Earl 


_ of Kinnoull. He delighted in their ſociety, He . 


encouraged them to come to his houſe—ſuperin- - 
tended their education—examined into their pro- 


greſs, and gave them iuſtruction. He trove, -by 


every winning art and proper indulgence, to make 


himſelf agreeable to them, and to gain their con- 
fidence, that he might improve their minds by 
uſeful knowledge, "od _ Wa to _ . oe 
religion and virtue. 1 
With s theſe diſpoſitions, i it is not w hel be 83 
ed, that he accepted with pleaſure of the office _ 
of Chancellor of the Univerſity of St Andrew's (o 
_ which; upon the death of the late Duke of Cum- 
- berland, the former Chancellor, be was unani- 1 
Z wn: 45 i in che year Our 1 | 


N 4 | | | Having, e 


2 


8 


*  Gbarafter ＋ the Fark of Kinnoult.. 


Having: 888 bimſelf md of the hifney a ad. 
ebenen of that ancient ſeminary, he was ena- 


bled with knowledge and effect to interpoſe i in its 
aklairs; and to every reaſonable propoſition for 
- Its advancement, he always gave the moſt decided . 


wupport. | 
The Ra WOT ee — his. engaging 


. manners, regarded him as their friend, as well as 


patron, and were aceuſtomed in all their affairs 
of conſequence to repoſe upon his advice. 


For the encouragement of genius and kterature 5 


among the ſtudents, he inſtituted, at his own ex- 
Pence, annual premiums for thoſe who ſhould ex- 


cel in the different claſſes, and various branches. 
of ſcience. At the diſtribution of the . he 


attended in perſen. 


U pon a partienlar oo tated ei 2s went an- | 
- nually: to St Andrew's, in his public character as 
Chancellor, and was received by the whole mem- 
bers of the univerſity, as well as many of the 


nei ighbouring gentry: and clergy.. In a full aſ-- 
8 the young men, to whom the ſuffrages of 


the profeſſors had adjudged the preference, reci- 
ted their ſeveral exerciſes, and received from the: 
Noble Chancellor the applauſe, together with the: 


premium, to which merit had intitled them. To, 


this employment, as. grateful to his own feelings, 
as well intended for the benefit of the: , he 


ea devoted a week at a time. 15 
During this annual viſit to St Andrew' s, be: 


never failed to witneſs, and-to preſide in a. public 
examination of the grammar-ſchool. The warm. 
_ applauſe which he. beſtowed upon the ability and 


_ of the rector *, ths animating nes: 


5 
W 
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dente which he held. forth to. the boys, and the | | 


fatisfaction which glowed in his countenance on ; 


_ diſcovering from year to year their rapid improve- 


ment, marked the ſincerity and ardour of his zeal. ; 7 
for the good education of s and their of Dn, 
greſs in uſeful and polite literature: _ 


But his attention to literary merit was not 


| eonfined to honorary marks of his approbation, 


To genius and deſert he always gave encourage-- 
ment ſuited to the. ſituation, in which he found 


them; to young men of fortune his countenance. 
and 0 to thoſe bleſſed with talents, but 


ſtruggling with poverty, the means of carrying | 
forward their education. And this he did, ſome> 


times by procuring for them Bux/aries, (corre- 
ſponding to what in the Engliſh univerſities are: | 


2 called £xhibitions)—ſometimes. by occaſional” pre- 
ſents of money and: books, and ſometimes by an- 
_ nual penſions, Even when their education was 


= completed, he deſerted not thoſe whom he had 


aſſiſted, or of whom he had conceived a favourable 
opinion — he exerted himſelf to obtain for them a 


comfortable ſettlement for life. For fuch of them 


as had turned their views towards the church, he 


had opportunities of providing, by the number of. 


eccleſiaſtical benefices in his gift. And in this ca- 


pacity of patron of. church- Preferments, the piety and: 


benevolence of his character receive a new ans. / 


| friking illuſtration, 


The Earl of Kinnoull was too welt acquainted: 5 


with human nature, not to be convinced that a 
favourable opinion of. the teacher, upon the Part 

of thoſe whom he is appointed to teach, is as eg... 

ſential to his uſefulneſs among them, as it is to Z 
* own n perſonal comfort. He had ſtudied the ge- 


N 5. FF.. 


# 


maoreover, the power of appointing the public 


= * 2 of i the 88 of Scotland, of this pare iv. 
17 in particular where We and be Wn 


n ae pollſhig their" and 
- relpe&t eftablithed among them, He confidered, 5 


. teachers of religion as a ſacred truſt, which with 
conſcientious Gacliry it behoved him to tulfil.— To ö 


i | conduct himſelf upon theſe principles, was his u- 


niform endeavour, and his ſucceſe correſponded ö 
to the purity of his intentions. © 
Peace to the pariſh, and ufefulnef to the mini- 

ier, were his great objects; yet he never ſuffered 

_ himſelf to become the dupe of either unmerited 


5 = popular favour, or cauſeleſs popular reſentment. 


Ihe maxim by which he conducted himſelf in 
this part of his duty, will beſt” appear in his own 
oo words, which he often repeated to his friends. 
. F will never,” faid he, promote a clergyman | 
£2 of whom I have not a good opinion, however 
c earneſtly the people may defire it, nor will! 
1 force even a good man into a pariſh, againſt 
% whom the pariſhioners ſeem to A287 conceived | 
* invincible prejudices?” - it 
In compliante with this principle; ke Walgtüe! | 
Sha it neceſſary to give way to a general oppoſi- | 
tion from a. pariſh, to the man of his choice; but 
this was an exerciſe of moderation and prüdence | 
which he had. ſeldom occaſion to employ. Tem- 
porary diſguſis againſt deſerving candidates, and 
the factious oppoſition of popular demagognes, he 5 
knew how to overlook, or, by the weight of his 
authority and influence, to cruſh. And ſo ſucceſs 
ful was this plan of procedure, that during tbe 
:Nhole courſe of his reſidence in this country, and | 
55 5 De MODE 
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5 Seer patronage, or kueche dere Was 1 
one which did not eventually prove See 
- moſt of them from 0 degynniog * were MOORE © 
75 and harmonious. FER Ck 
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ö ating; and to the religious intereſts. of the com- 
munity, ſo he was à liberal benefattor to the poor. 
_ His private charities ' were many, ſome of them 
ſplendid; but over this part of his conduct he was : 
fo careful to ſpread a veil, that few of thefe his 
good deeds comparatively, were known, event 
7 his friends | . 
With reſpecꝭ to the poly of e pete in gene- 5 
ral, he proceeded upon fixed and excellent prinei- 
ples. He judged i it a better ſpecies of charity, to- 
pre vent, as far as it could be done, than to relieve» 
neceſſities; he gave encouragement, therefore, to 
5 every Peribe of uſeful induſtry among the poor, 
5 and to numbers of them, employment and bread.. 


* . 


To common begging he was a decided enemy; 


and to prevent the heceſſity of it, always declared _ 
- that every pariſh ought to maintain its poor in 
their own houſes. To afliſt the ſeveral pariſhes. 
in which his eſtates lay, in accompliſhing this ob- 
ject, he ſent to each of them annually a Rated: 
ſum, correſponding to the number of its poor, and. 
che extent of his property. He thought i it unrea · 
ſonable and unjuſt, to carry his rents out of a pa- 
riſh, and leave the whole burden of ſupporting 
the poor upon the tenants; a practice too com- 
mon in Scotland, where the poor are, in many 
| pariſhes, left to be maintained by the contribu - 
tions of their neighbours, ſometimes only leſs poor 
2 25 e Were Lord N rie 
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If we view » this Seed man in the. capacity IT © a. 
5 | lendbelder, connected with a numerous body of 
tenants, his judgment and prudence will appear 


no leſs conſpicuous, than his benevolence and hu - 
manity. He proceeded upon the maxim, that to 


conſult the comfort and proſperity of his tenants, 
was the ſureſt means of promoting his own inte- 
reſt, He cauſed proper plans of agriculture to be 


ſuggeſted to them, by perſons in whoſe {kill he 


had confidence; gave them leaſes of a proper 


length and at moderate rents, and built houſes for. 


them in a ſtile far ſuperior. ta any that had been 


uſually given to farmers in that part of the coun- 


try. He taught them to reſpect themſelves aa 
free · born Britons, and to repoſe with unlimited 


donfidence upon their maſter 6 honour and regard 
#5. their intereſt, 


Under bis. 3 management, * ellate 1 
2 ſpeedily aſſumed a new face; improvements ra- 


pidly advanced, and. his tenants. proſpered. In- 


ſtead of concealing, they were happy. to avow. to 


= their kind maſter, their improving circumſtances, 


For they knew that no undue advantage. would be 
- taken of the knowledge of them. They regarded 1 
bim as their common father, ever attentive to 


their ſituation, anxious to redreſs their. e 
and to promote their proſperit ry. 
A more particular account of his conduct as a 


. | landholder, might afford much pleaſing, as well 
das uſeful information, but beſides that this .is.leſs | 
immediately the object of the Society, it would lead | 


0 2 - 
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* * 


to he adopted, 25 his example to be followed: | 
begging owe © be unknown, poors rates uaneceſ. ; 
e W been 
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„ d too prolixity | Suffice it therefore i in ge- 

ut EL orig chat he left to his ext or ig 

. "highly improved, and a moſt reſpectable ſet. of te - 

g nants, all thriving, and many of them wealthy, 5 
a. Their tears, and the deep concern viſible in their q 
"2 : countenances, while in filent proceſſion they fol» | 
r WU lowed him to the tomb, afforded to beholders a 1 
- WM frikiog,. though melancholy proof, of the place. A 
0 Fhich he had held in their hearts. 4 
„ MW + To landholders in general, but ins . 4 
- MW proprietors of extenſive eſtates, the Earl of Kin- [ 
e WM goull has furniſhed,. by his example, decided evi- 

oa WW dence, that to ſee with their own. eyes the ſituation. 

TY ol their tenants, to hear in. perſon their complaints, 

r. WM to redreſs them when well-founded, and in all 

n wings to conſult their intereſt, are the moſt infal⸗ 

* . lible means of bringing real and m; ihr 

s eee to their propertix. 

d 3 Ik. we follow. this good man into the private | 


d 8 ſcenes. of domeſtic life, his. character aſſumes a Rill 
BW more amiably engaging form. 
te Having no children of his own: vi; (bis.ooly 


ie. 1 child having died an. infant), his paternal affecs 

is 7 uon flowed out in conſtant ſtreams of tenderneſs.to _ 
to IM his near relations, and the numerous branches as. —_ 
s: WW his family, To all of them his manners were =_ 
e. Bm  affedtionate, for 'the ſenſibility of his heart was i 
113133 „ 
to. 6 ln the Gokneſs or 1 7e ue 7 
ex M_ of ſuch of them as lived in his houſe, his-unweari- 


ed attentions to their comfort, marked the delicacy 
a of his mind, commanded: the warmeſt returns of _ 
N grateful affection from them, and excited the ad- 
4 miration of all who had acceſs to obſerve this part 
d of his conduct. It is not to be wondered, there 
to „ feds Ma rd T6; ny eee 
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e Jebel u ub to kim gu * le 1 

TEIN EOF SST BER: 1 1 
Bat 0 bis nephew, che heir of 
- "Title and fortune, (the | preſent Earl of Kin- I 


and dove. Fein 
But nner 


Bull) e claims a more particular notice. 


- regarding Him with that jealous eye, with which 1 
ſors, the late Earl uniformly fv ind pte for 2, 
- bis, the firongelt attachment; 'an@ as the condutt | 


mien advanced i life too often behold th 


of kis edueation in early life had been the object 


_ of his" uncle's ansieus attention, fo, when grown 
up to manhood, he admitted him into habits of the |} 
ſtricteſt intimacy and friendlhip; explained to him 
Alk bis plans of alteration or improvement, and the | 
prineiples on which they were founded; 'confulted | 

with Nm concerning their propriety, and the modes 
of carrying them into execution, Anxious, at the _ 


fame time, about the future welfare of his Peres 


__ while he introduced to them his nephew as their 1 
future maſter, and explained to him their various 


Characters and cireuitances, he warmly recom- 
ded to him that 
conduct towards them 


ich he himſelf had uni- 


is affairs N £1 
Conduct & tealy herons 8 parental, a 


5 mn and juſt reward, in the warmeſt 


- Glial affection and reverence upon the part of his 
nephew. As no perſon more cordially loved and 


unaffectedly mourned his death, than he who ſuc 
ceeded to his rank and fortune. In the future con- 
duc of that young Nobleman, it is hoped, that his 
friends and the Oy will 1 the happy ef- 

8 leds 
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 formly obſerved. In the latter part of his life, he 
wiſhed his A to rene ow! entive direction of. 1 


valued this good man while in life, ſo none more 
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5 nport: ny 6h Z 
= jects which conſtantly ſolicited and engaged his at- | 
tention, it was impoſlible that time could hang 
| heavy on his hands. To liftlefſneſs and languor, 
_ the common attendants of wealth and /greatneſs, 
de was a ſtranger. His mind, naturally active, and 
babituated to employment, was ever directed to 
ſomething requiring thought or exertion; to eve= 
xy hour was aſſigned its proper employment; and 
in conſequence of perſeverance and a ſtrict arrange - 
Maut, be 8 * bulmeſs, and yet haod: ; 
„„ et leiſure 
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"> of thoſe avrellegt pracyles/i n 1 
juſtrusted, and of that eee -- 
- | they wenv enfovee$c-1n100 G12? 5 2457 24 230ngs 9 
"Xp As 2 Aae the late Rar e was warm 5 
| —- Though bred a caurtier, he profeſs — 
| 2 a don which he did not feel, and though 
bis language was glowing; it was ſincers. C 
ſtant in all his attachments, even in ald age he . 
ſpoke of his friends with an enthuſaſm Wim 
would have done credit tothe generous faelings of 
Fouth. Nothing fave groſs miſhehaviour could _ 
alienate his regards from thoſe on whom he bad 
beſtowed them. The ſtricteſt integrity, and moſt 
delicate ſenſe of honour; appeared in the whols of 5 
his intercourſe with all to whom' W related Be 
in any of the connections of life, © "OT 
"Po his ſervants he was a kind TTY erer at · | 
tentive to thgir comfort both in health and ſickneſs, | 
Hie felt the obligation of faithful ſervices, and ne-- 
bly rewarded them. He knew to whom confidence _ 
was due, and never indulged ſuſpieion . And fuck Ml 
was the general mildneſs and generoſity of his 
conduct to his domeſtics, that to be diſmiſſed his 8 
ſervice was ever beer r them! as the ren | 
15 punilucent. | | 
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— 26 bw! friends. Though Eberal => is 
hn he was a rigid ceconomuſt of his-time.. |, 


Advanced age and growing infirmities interrup- 


ae the duties of the man and the 


| Chriſtian; - unavoidable evils he ſuſtained with 


pious reſignation; and as it pleaſed God to con- 
tinue with him his intellectual powers unimpaired 
to the very concluſion of |life, his courſe of active 
benevolence ſcareely ſuffered an interruption. 
The laſt acts of his 1 een: theſa a Sorry 
and * . $f N NE % | 


othow theſe pere 3 may ** — | 
an idea of the character of this. truly good man. 
| To ſam it up in a few words, — his piety was ex- 
alted, his benevolence large, his charity extenſive, 


his converſation chaſte and edifying, his manners 


_ exemplary. - In his whole deportment were ſeen, 
the dignity of the Nobleman, the learning. of the 
5 Seholar, and the virtue of the Chriſtian. 


The approaches of death, long foreſeen and fa- 


aniline: to his mind, he beheld with ſerenity and 
fortitude, for his confidence reſted upon that foun- 


dation which he knew death itſelf could not ſhake. 


No words can do ſo much juſtice to his ſentiments. 
upon this ſubject. as his own. They were expreſt to 
the author of the preceding ſermon, in courſe of a 
: Jong and ſerious converſation upon the ſubject. of 


it, a ſhort while before his death. As.the general 


theme was of his recommendation, ſo he ſpecified | 
ſome of the particular topics which he wiſhed to 
be introduced. in it, n the doctrine of the 


ee PT : * pO ut! 


| ” . Tack vers his words, 1 as they can be pe. 
4 bd to. be quoted in the W of a 6 | 


* 


| Claratter 7 the E arl of Baan 305 af ; | 
5 1 1 n conſidered the . of; | | 


- BB + Chril,” fait be, © to be charatteriſtical of the: 
— « goſpel as 4 ſyſtem of religion. Strip it of chat 
6s, doctrine, and you reduce it to a ſcheme of mo- 


« rality, excellent indeed, and ſuch as the world: 


" | « never ſaw, but to man, in the preſent ſtate of 
: « his faculties, abſolutely impra@icable. Phe a- 
3 « tonement of Ohriſt, and the truths immediately 
15 « connected with that fundamental principle, pro- : 
10 vide a remedy for all the wants and weakneſſes ; 
| of our nature, They who firive to remove 

a | 0 theſe precious doctrines from the word of God, | 
7 do an irreparable injury to the grand and beau 
+ MW * tiful ſyſtem of religion which it contains, as well 
. 15 as to the comfort and hopes of man. For 
„un part, 1 am now an old man, and have ex- 
5 1 perienced the infirmities of advanced years. Of 
te, in the courſe of ſevere and dangerous ill- 
„ © neſs, I have been repeatedly brought to the 
= gates of death. My time in this world cannot - 
ano be long, But with truth I can declare, 5 
— « chat in midſt of all my paſt afflictions, my heart 
1 MW © was ſupported and comforted, by a firm reli- 
a”; * ance upon the merits and atonement of my Sa- 
—_— ® viour; and now in the near proſpect of enter= 
8. 08 ing upon an eternal world, this is the founda · = 
0 (tion, and the only ee of may conlunce „ 
: * and hope. | 8 — 
1 In theſe ſentiments he ſteadily 5 tilt 
5 the concluſion of the ſcene. His laſt illneſs con- : 
are remarkable; and made 2 deep impreffion.—Slnce the ori- 


ginal publication of: theſe facts, ſeveral of the Earl's friends 
1 of great reſpectability, have informed the author, of the 9 
Earl's 3 the ſame * to them in mi- 1 
1 br 0G. „ =_ 
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| uf Zion rejoice ; ie 73 e 


malt 55 Zion, and go round about ber; 
e thy fevers ther rg Mari ye well ler 


: ral © 55 lee Following Fer t 
Cod is our Cod for euer and ever be 1 
bee our guide even unto R 
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P this pfalm a devout Jew fings the gk 
| Jeruſalem, for which he aderes Jehovah. = 


| "dns the! mountain of his bollneſs,”: 90 Juſtiy 


partial to his own city, he: prai 
«ty of its fituation,” the ork of lt 
| ear mine the ſtrength of its walls, and the 
felicity which it derived 


: preſerice of the Divine. Be 
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2 of National Palicity. Ber 14. | 1 e 


* ne Aut «the oy” of its ue | 1 

| * _ the wonder of ſtrangers, and the terror of its 
enemies, who. « aſſembled and paſſed by to- 

=; gether ; they ſaw i it, and t ſo they marvelled; | 9 _ 

* they were troubled and haſted away? And 1 

while he celebrates © the loving - kindneſs of is 

God in the midſt of his temple,“ he calls on 2 

| his fellow- citizens to recollect, with gratitude, | 1 be 

what Almighty God had done for Jeruſalem; WM 4 2 

td mark and record the wealth and ſplendour WW lat 

which ſhone in every quarter, and the ſecuri- 9 

ty and confidence which they enjoyed under a nu 

righteous government, with the peculiar ad- th 

vantages of their condition, under a protee- in 

ting and befriending Providence; and to com- | N. 

wit chemſelxes, their deſcendents, and their | 3n 

country, to an unchangeable God for the ſta- WM 

'F * 0 Parpetvity of © ein bleſſings, 22 | . Op: 

1 the verſes now 1950 1 have n very ; 1 

- Paitable introduction to a diſeourſe, on this 7 

- as when we are celebrating the memorial | | 40 

of our national happineſs and God's mercies. 4 

The Jewiſh patriot has pointed out a train ef ric 

ſentiments; and however unfit I am to detait W _ 

them, I truſt to your indulgence and candour, W 4, 

While 1 ſpeak briefly; Of the natural advan -- « 

* tages'of our ſituation ; Of the excellence of 1 

dur government; and, on be w Tro- WM «©, 

vidence. - 10 855 = 4 177 285 875 9 1 | on 

: . 75 AY 80 


1. Of hs . cnt * his 1 h = = for 


don. Our country is an iſle of the ſea, ſepa- 


rated 


end cm vez 


2 RG ks: mighty waters from the reſt, af the 
World. This ſeparation ſaves us from the ſud- 

den invaſion of enemies, and from that din 

of arms which ſo often fills the ears of conti - 

nental nations, having quick and eaſy acceſs | 

to each other. If we are at any time engaged 

in wars, the battle reaches not our gates; our 
plains are not covered with carnage; Our 
fields are not deſolated; the huſbandman 
and the mechanic are not driven from their 
labour; the ſervices of religion are not 
Interrupted /; ; our dwellings are ſecure and 

_ rranquil. We need not lofty towers and 
ſtrong battlements, as a protection from haſty 
inroads, or as a retreat from the plunderer. 
Nature has drawn around us a wall of A 

4 in « the munition of rocks.“ 

- MW Our ſhores do not gliſten with adld, nor 
= © ſparkle with gems, theſe imaginary riches; but 

WM they abound with more valuable treaſures, with 

5 WM pleaſant and ſalutary food: And our extend- 


* ” * © . 8 
l + - 2 
8 — — — — TY — — 
— —ô — IIs 21 — — 
C 2 2 : K 


165 ed coaſts do, in every part, give employment 

al to numerous ſeamen; ; they nouriſh and train 

a =. hardy ſucceſſion, for the ſeevice of the war- 

f : rior and the merchant. 

ul Our ſoil is fertile, liberally 8 the 

1 Fee ee with graſs. for cattle, and herb 

* for the uſe of man;“ with all the neceſſa - 

of ries and many of the luxuries: of life, and with 

_ the materials of manufactures and commerce 

7, the very bowels of the earth teeming with 
= ſuch metals and minerals as are en n 1 
25 br the e mann,, 6 a; 
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No country dtd: awed 6 be 104888 1 
8 elf, or more independent of every other: 
: Tolle Ho iadumerable ports we diſperſe our 
Auperfluities, and the fruits of our induſtry, to 
y nation under heaven; from whence we 
3 ring back thoſe wares which ſerve for the 
gane of. life; and which are eaſily diſtri- 
* *buted through. all 7 parts: of our ifland.—Na- " 
_ ure, indeed, has given us nothing without in- ot 
duſtrys But chis is no ground of complaint, WM th; 
1 9 0 falutary law and appointment of the . m: 
Mo nm when he gave the earth to 'man— ⁵⁶ Ch 
"3 1 * Repleniſh the earth, and ſubdue i it;; Bug ths CL EE 
1 5 . fwcit of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread.” "4 
5 Sur chmate is mild, temperate, and Taub. I wit 
dos, We are neither ſcorched by exceſs 34 FC 
1 5 heat, nor made torpid by intenſe cold. Sum- 55 
oF it mer and winter ſucceed each other by gradual | 7 
—  __  "viciffitudes, Inundations, peſtilence, r ver 
3 nds, earthquakes, theſe ſeourges of other wil 
A ountries, are known to us only by report. 3 
4 Our people are hardy and vigorous; pa. : N 
tient lf til; 5 docile, generous, and open 3 at- am 
tached to their country; intrepid in war, in- I _ tha 
duſtrious at home; ingenious and enterpriſing W A: 
in arts, and famed, if not for making new WM Th 
_ «diſcoveries, yet for greatly improving thoſe i the 
_ -wobick are elſewhere made; well affected to | _ Tipe 
e and to the virtues of ſocial life; fond to 
ot . and Jealous ot e encroachment = cor 
on Its ordi 
5 ne hor: God Sifinguiſhed us by rns of 
= . of natural A 5 iow! theſe we look | tion 
| : 0h . RE 1 up | 


4 


. 


: up e gr PIPE to e e in N : 
ho © formed the heart af man, who of one 
| « blood hath made all nations of men to dwell 

4 on all the face of the earth, and hath Gxed - 

e the bounds of every one's habitation.” „ 
all theſe advantages might have been Poſſeſſed, 
without being enjoyed, if we had been left in 

5 darkneſs, or oppreſſed with tyranpy. But, | 

_ while we have the light of the glorious goſpel, 

that true religion T God, which chears, ani 

7 mates, enlarges, and elevates che ſoul; While 

| Chriſt, te the light and the life of men,“ 9 ly . 

1 1 for ſalvation unto all the ends 
5 of the earth,“ hath been pleaſed to call us, 

with other nations, into his“ marvellous — : 

1 « dom,“ we are TORE bleffed with, | 15 


Il. Tue belt 5 6 moſt e Civil Go- | 


1 as the moſt virtuous and 
viſe legiſlators of ancient times laboured to 
form, but could not accompliſh— government 55 
on a model which ſpeculative ſtateſmen rather 
amuſed themſelves with delineating in idea, 
8 than expected to ſee carried into execution | 
A monarchy and a republic united together— 
The vigour of the one with the freedom of 
the other — The collected patriotiſm. of ages 
ripened i into maturity. 1 with not to enter in- 
to a detail of the Britiſh conſtitution, of its 
component parts, of the arrangement and ſub · 
ordination of its powers : This, to one part 
of my audience, would convey no informa- 


5 fon, oy io . 1 hoot A 55 
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1 joy under the Britiſh government. 
. yourſelves ſecure in your perſons, 


| An equal adminiſtration of theſe laws, can give 
ſecurity. Te are not indeed abſolutely ſafe 
"againſt the violence.or fraud of your neigh. 


3 fons of men, neither can human police pre- 
vent the machinations of the cheat, nor tie 
the hand. of rapine: But if ye do no injuſtice, 

I if ye diſcharge your duty, and fulfil your en- 


8 tion, can, without tranſgreſſing the laws of his 


away your ſubſtance. 


bour's rights, not to encroach on his freedom, 
nor to diſturb the peace of ſociety z but to do 
Whatever is conſiſtent with virtue and good 
manners; to ſpend your time in whatever 1 in- 


without interruption; to devote your labour 


tion may ſuit them. 


whatever hath deſcended to you from your 
anceſtors, of whatever ye have Joly * 


' # 


; ring forw: 0 to your att rites, my q 
5 e eee ſome of the many privileges Ng 


and your property, as far as good laws, and 


3 Rn. bour. No human laws can ſuppreſs the pal. 


gagements, NO man, however elevated his ſta- | 


country, and becoming obnoxious: to puniſh. | 
ment, abridge your ene TD or take | 


. Ye feel yourſelves at liberty not to do what | 


. 5 ever folly, or wantonneſs, or malice, or ava- 
rice may incline; not to treſpaſs on your neigh | 


„ nocent way ye pleaſe; to apply your fortunes 
a2 ye will; to proſecute your lawful buſineſs } 


and your talents to whatever honeſt occupa- 


Le feel yourſelves abſotow.; proprietors of 


5 1588 Ps) ee wn 


1 e, ye. 


A from the'goodwill of others —all 
of which ye may again deviſe to your chil= 1 
dren, or to whomſoe ver ye wiſh to enjoy it.— 
All the fruit of your labour is your own, ex. 
cepting only that portion which the publie 
ſervice requites. And this is determined not 


161 


* the will of the monarch, but by the wiſdom 
of the ſtate: Tris levied, not by arbitrary al- 


location, but in proportion to every man's 


wealth; and i it is applied, not at the een 


| 'of the prince, but by the direction of the ſe - 


nate, for the general purpoſes of government, 
from which every one derives his protection. 


Le feel yourſelves. governed by laws, not 


partial and arbitrary, precarious and mutable, 
but fixed and. permanent, equally binding vn 
all ranks, and ſuſpended or changed only * 
the collectite power which enacted them; 

while every member of the legiſlative body is 
45 much affected by every law, and by n 
thange of it, as is the meaneſt ſubject. There 


may allah be, among our rulers, men 


of ſelfiſh, factious, or tyrannical ſpirits men 


of weakneſs, timidity, and irrefolntion—men 


of ambition or fervility + but the ſovereignty 
vf this empire is ſo divided among different 


Ulaſſes, that thelr different intereſts and caprice 
ſerve to check and balance each other; and 
the repreſentatives of tlie people are ſo nu- 


merous, and 16''often changed, that nothing 


leſs than/univerſil corruption among the peo- 


95 can a oppreſiou-i into our las, or 
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permit Pos continuance, Ks its, Some HORSE , 
Jaws do indeed bear hard, an in dividuals ;. be⸗ | 
. cauſe no human kill or. foreſight can provide 
FE all circumſtances, Or contrive for. million: 


| ſuch, 8 ulations as ſhall never be i inconvenient 
for the ves no 


Object, viz. That of a greater good to the 


whole, each muſt. _necefarily_ Tacrifice ſome: 
ching, when he enters into . ; 


ä Ad claims or enjoys the benefit of it. 


This kind of liberty then, which 7 f keel, J 


gives you every, encouragement to improve 
your natural ad vantages of talents, ort 


5 nities, and ſituationn, e dea 


Rs have 'perfonal. tivercy, whit as it ca an- 4 
| 855 be taken from vou without 


* +} A 


ne cricbe, fo 
neither can ye, alienate it of yourſelyes. but for 


a time, and upon ſuch terms as ſtill keep you 


under the protection of the laws, to guard you 
5 from abuſe, and to ſecure your hire. Te 
; puſt- be treated. as. innocent and faithful Citi» 


zens, unleſs ye are formally accuſed., of a 


crime, or have, by your. own miſcondu 


few: 3 but this i inconvenience does not 
50 affect £4 or me only ; ;, it does not reſt alway 5 
. on the ſame perſons ; f it is met with 5: in an bk 
circumſtances, | to. which every one is in his : 
turn liable, and every man ſees khat, 1 in bis 
N neighbours 's caſe, i it is either ſubſervient to, or 2 
at leaſt deſigned. for'a greater good. To which , 


Ss 


"Mm 


brought 3 under ſtrong ſuſpicions; 
and ye cannot be puniſhed hut after a regular 


trial, and convittion, by the Judgement of thoſe 
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2 „ess Pendler hee, nor proce bach 
in ſomè aneient ſtates po effin, 
Anda garrew diſtrict arò und it; Wege all mat- 1 
ters were conſulted and determined in An af- 7 


embly-ef all the people lt 2 18 NN 


Uueilm te attempt che revival of r « . | 
dution in an extenſive empire, 4 
Weh Polltieal tiberty as ye nerd ail For 


Ye häte a 


Bvery tan is not à legiſlator; yet every ons 


. Kd himſelf, in Tome roſpects, 4 member 

. the state, 1 No man is Bees eli i Hrs ” 

yan ors . active hare. In the "gove » 
mente if "Ris" talents and virtues recom mend 

| Kin to the chbice of his'countr 


_ hi ie alte ned to declare his f frinicnts con- 5 


hd £ 


: 


4 tes of gor 2 


ment, Aud to 


| _ ide oft ü in” the Hoſt" public man- 0 


Her. hf, which is Called the niert) of the 


prefs;"is one: of the moſt genulne and unequi- 
. byocalitifrks GF a Free people, and'one of the 
 mbſt effectual means "of preſerving” national | 
freetdbin:" It is what no Arbitr By 
- ever 8860 can admit of, becauſe the 1 intro- 
duction $f it'tecefarity e the Pillars 
of deſp oui. i 2 |; | 
2 ve Hat vehg us liberty! ina very a ” 
| degree, Every man is allowed to hold Vis 
7 own” etecd, 0 and te worſhif p. G0 id, his own | 
| way {tie ads! with pruder ce and Aiſeretion, : 
if he is a peaceaþ e fubj; ect, and does. not pub 
liely infult' chat orm of religon Which the 


community have” adop ted and eſtabliſhed b 


he He is a bud ed 70 publiſh his l 
O 2 hg. ments | 


— 


one e ity, ; 


men, Every 5 


government 
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7 al igiou fubjeds, it if he. PII W 
n den the wen principles. of. all religion, : 
=» nt eſteems (the ſureſt 

2 da bond d | of OE. f There 3 is m—_ in- this caſe, 


Which every govern 
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4 [nd the 4 100 o following 44 — og viz. 1. Liberty i 18 
= Joni ice 


0 


I wound in any part, without e 


SO rs 2 


N ing l e whole fabric; and if the appearance of 
i = erſecution for religion s ſake. were once au- 


© CET x 


aſſailants.” 1 
Vitten againſt hriſtianity (and moi 
laid and written agiinſt it in this century than 


bo duty, and artifice, and energy), has but contri- 


8. powers of darkne 


e : * 


| approve. 29% This, "indulgence : 
e or other 


and delicate a texture, that it cannot 
ger | 


f thoxiſed, 1 it is hard to ſay how widely the fire 
. of. bigorry, might blaze. 2. The foundations 
3 Th 5 are ſo deeply laid, that every at- 
B rack f. erves 3 only 1 to manifeſt their ſtrength, and 

: neſs, - and to ſhow. the 1 impotence. of. the 
The more that has been ſaid and 

more has been 


r 100 years before, and with more inge · 


buted the more to bring it forward i into a Full- 
7: a Tight, as the. truth 2. God, agajoſt which the 
WE. cannot prevail. Some | 
F men. of vain minds have affected ſingul arity in 
_ _ oppoſing: the faith of the multitude; and a 
5 Few others, of weak and diſſipated minds, 7 
Aſtfedded 10, religion, having little knowledge | 
And leſs thought, have been. pleaſed in Snding | 
1 . nat ſomething has been ſaid in favour of in- 
_ _ gelfty, Which ſomething, however, they nei- 
: ther underttand vor TOUTE into, This me 
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| which, the wiſe and thinking part ofthe TM 


apdying it more accurately, ar 


of the hope that is in them 


In 


| "__ Shar Sends aud of orſhipping 
nee and with whom your vuſcience! n 


confirmed in e 7 
ed the ſerious with more ckdas 0 | nexplicie. 
anſwers to every one that aſketh 4 reafon 
Ye have the 
ing the ſeri ip- _ 


y-of reading and © ſeare 


. « wares,” that ye may judge for yourſelves 7 


* ye may always have an intimate and faith- 
| fobewnnſellvivin all duty; that ye may have 
an unbiaſſed and infallible inſtructor in the 
method of God's grace; and that, from "oY 
© wells of ſalvation,” ye may, as often as ye- 
will, draw that water | which-+nouriſhes” the 


; ſoul, in faith, and truſt, and comfort, into 


. Te have that form of church-govern- 
ment which is moſt acceptable to this nation. 
Te have the profeſſion and exerciſe of your 
religion on the eaſieſt terms. Te have the 
ordinances of the New Teſtament ape, ite 
their original fimplicity, without any human 
additions, without the diſtindtion'of days; and 
times,. and rites, which have always proved a 
burden and a ſnare in the houfe of God. 


*y And all this is no temporary proviſion in the 


1 of an unſettled government; no occa- 
_ fional accommodation for trial and experi- 
ment: It is the conſtitution of your country, 
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dall chings m 


deaf ener, q ah! FOR b At 
Ol cheſe privileges, civil and ſacred, many 
oi vou perhaps have no very "high +eſteemy 


" "They have never attracted your attention. Ye 
as ye found them in tile 
= beginning of life. Xe: have formed nad other 


ideas of men ſituation z and herefore ye diſ· 


| bleſing. of apy: kind: can be rightly ualued, 

5 even underſtood, if we habe neithe 
enced ia reverſe, nor ſeen others deſtitute of 
it. To thoſe who remain at hos 


* 2 


| themſelves; the Britiſh 90 


* Jeombertinlao Jon may figure a ſtate of 
government, here che people ſhall het dare 
to 100 zuntastheim Bibles; where they ha 1 


; * 
E . _ 


inſtructions or conſolations of Chri 


fand nom on the word of God; but on the 
__ ambority of che church, and on the traditions 
e men; where: doctrines: the moſt abfurd, 


. ere eee — hall be for- | 


5 ern not your advantage over zothers. N 

experi- 

; e, and find 

__ _ every neighbour in the — et- with 
dmitutios ſeems eee ee Hes 2 
|  worders But by a wer litthè exertion of vt 


miade, vou may figure a revenſe of circum 
ud render your ſituation ve. 


; have no. ines nne — woagve, or 1 
ag —— nothing of the 


5 riftianity bur 
. in the meaſure and the form which the prieſt : 
tHipleaſed to. dictate; Where their faith ſhall 


ER EEA 2883272888 f 


i ä 
: 
? 
. ; 
| * 


Oo 


me cernal tees Aire Fönen 


LSE 
+. 


—.— Ohriſtians; a @ yoke” - of trifles 
and fooleries, and heatheniſh'- ſuperſtitions, 
where 'chains;) and racks, and faggots, ſhall 
be prepared for every man who ventures to 


e alteth himſelf above all chat is ealled God; 
„And is worſllipped; ſo that he, as God, fits 
e teth in the temple of God, ſhewing him - 
“ ſelf that he is God.“ You: may. figure a 
ſtate of government, where the mandate of 

the prince ſhall: be the only record of law, 
or ſhall ſuperſede all other laws; where every 


7 * K A 0 Fx*; 
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of the monarch; where the higheſt - and the 
loweſt, without erime or actuſer, on che Hlighe- 


vate reſentment, or feat; ſhall be dqually li- 


_ Uungeons, from whence there is no exit, and 
ſeldom any report. Yow may figure a ſtate, 
where the greateſt eriminality ſhall conſiſt in 
deing rich, or proſperous, or good, or belo- 


| Aa by: God and Nature, for the only pur- 
pPoſe of miniſtering to the wantonneſs, dhe 


have; figured; government. perverted to tyran- 
ny, oppreſſion, and deſpotiſm, and to every 


ab OY * * 


chan that of Meſes half be bound 


think for chimſelf, or to heſitate concerning | 
the decrees of him ( who oppoſeth and ex- 


ma's perfon and poſſeflion,” and all- the fruit 
of his labdur; ſhall'be at the abſolute diſpoſal 


eſt ſuſpicign, or from motives of jealouſy, pri- 


uble do be dragged; without premonition, to | 
i en Lou may figure a ſtate, where millions 
are ſaid and believed to be created and or- 


pride, or the rapacity of one. And when you 


thing averſe from the ends of its inſtitution, 
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e — mangle un- 
remitting care, its leaves neven trampled by 


any obſcene foot, nor its bloſſoms 


| the ein of God iu recent t 


was, when all o our r iſland. was covered with the 

darkneſs of Heatheniſm 3 and ſucceeding Chri- 
i by the ahſurdities of 
rery chieftain 
vas abſolute and arbitrary on bis on do- 


3 1 wy The time was, when ev 


2 man hand. was againſt 
his brother; when there was no law but that 
of the ſword ; when the country every. where 
blazed with fire, or ſtreamed with blood. The 


. Brock ep 


1 wich er ne on- ahe eoatinent, haruf⸗ 


fed each other with inceſſant wars, and ra- 
vages, and deaths; and every year were the 
bod of princes 


_ borders drenched with the ble 
nn Not muc | above ene hundred. 


Hleſſed are the. — * wha; know obeſe. 
| ing only bythe Kean of cart — 


ated by 
any impure: blaſt ? No. What we enjoy is 
8. He, who 


Fears 
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THEN 2 
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«od et ode ade ets oi 
r 


7 The Wr f g i gave a new poli to 
mens minds, and a ſoftening to their hearts. 
The reformation of religion united the „ 
ends of the iſland in better habitudes; and 1 

general coneord ſeemed to be eſtabliſhed be. 
tween the two nations by the aceeſfñon of our 
Scottiſh King James to the throne of England, 

- asthe common ſovereign of both kingdoms * 
Tet what a miſerable ſcene was preſentec 193 
through a great part of the laſt century ! What 
wars, and fightings, and jealouſies, and fears k 
What enactions and rapine! Every man dreads 

| ed; hated, ſuſpected, reviled, and eriminateck 
Dis brother. We ſhudder at the remembrance 
_ of the cw eee attended with horrors un- 
1 defore. The church alſo was torn 
with ame ot about the eſſentials oe - 
religion, but about political creeds. Innu- 
merable ſects indeed ſprung: up; as in Judea, 
at the end of their polity, there was a er 
from every corner, Here is Chriſt!“ Fana- 
ticiſm, enthuſiafm, and folly, ſeem to have 
reached their greateſt height; but theſe ſects 
dwindled away, and their names are not now 
recollected. Very unhappy was our part of BY 
ke realm in the frequent changes of church. _ 
government; every change producing a new. 
hoſt of perſeeutors; and we muſt confeſs that 
the Preſbyterians were no leſs violent than 
_ the Hierarchy, excepting: only that they ſhed 
not much blood. In the days of their power, 
Top extended the n as far as they could. {| 
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„ e oy 
ae nearer view of che ſtt 
_ fairs aſten the middle of the laſt century. The 


23 fighting for the liberties of their cor 


gh che blood of Charles I. The whole 


5 nation, wearied with the calamities of the ci- 


MY Tae and of 'the, uſurpation and anarchy 
| ded, joined in one willy, for re- 
8 calling. the exilad Prince Charles II. His re- 


urn to his father's throne ſpread univerſal 


Joy all paſt misfortunes were forgotten; a 
general infatuation took place ; the people 
were as;;f©thoſe that dreamed ;“ they idoliſed 


dhe Prince, and preſſed forward; to ſurrenden 


Themſelves as his flaves. The change was ſud- 
den; and it was extreme. The change of man- 
ners was rapid > Former ſtriẽtneſs gave way to 


bat was called politeneſs and gallantry: The 
Courtiers were aſhamed, or afraid, to wear tbe 
ſmalleſt appearance 
8 3 nearly allied to rebellion: They pre- 
tended only to ſtrip religion of its gloom. and 
ny pocriſy ; but in fact they expelled all that 


of Puritaniſm, which was 


was ſacred and virtuous, which they exchan- 
ged for infidelity and debauchery.. The man- 


OY 123 the 


j 


wakes | 


Whole nation, wearied with the calamities of 
N ce: the;;Ginwes Rebellion; 
perhaps not unjuſtly. ſo. ape an ap 
| from the event, the leaders were nok | 


but. ambitious men, taking advantage of . 
the. general ferment, to wade. to. ſovereignty | 
thr 
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ners of the court were generally followed; 
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Thoſe. who had firmneſs enough to make re- 
ligion a ſerious object, ſuffered many infults, 
particularly in Scotland, where religion has- 
always been an intereſting object. The Preſ- 
by terian form of church- government has, ever 
jñnce the Reformation, been moſt acceptable 
| here# Our fathers wifhed for and expectec 
us eſtabliſhment at the reſtoration of Charles :. 
They thought that they were cheated by the 
ing, and betrayed by choſe whom they had 
truſted. Epiſcopacy, more favourable to the 


thority: The protection of it was committed 
to men, the purity of whoſe principles bas. 
fallen under much ſuſ ploipg: z -who, at any 
rate, appear to have been as imprudent as they 


mdignant: manner; and it has bęen computed 


country. During that period, it was not e- 
ably, that he. purſue: 


he did not worſhip where and how he was. 
8 ordered; it he did not avow the opinions of 


vole who. thous rule; if he or Hig: family 
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i(G od ſeemed to have 
it up, to. fili the. meaſare of iniquity.” 


vie ws of men in power, received the royal au- 
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were haughty, men cruel Liber- 
ty; of eonſcience was trãmpled on in the moſt 


that in about eighteen: years}: of thoſe: Who 
could not, or would not, conform to the mea- 
fures of the court, no leſs-than eighteen thou- 
land. were, by various perſecutions, loſt to this. 
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h for a man's. eee he lived peace- 
his buſineſs in quiet, 
and abſtained from forbidden aſſemblies; if 
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Bentz it he. did not enter inte — 
Party * was: ban W 
1 «days of — 3 3 diſtreſs; 
S days of waſteneſs. and defoladiog'; days of 
out. 113 0 3 Of clouds and of 
ze thick darkneſs.”...Our area groaned in 
| bitterne(s of ſoul, and faid, „Where is our 
God now gone ; Thou haſt brought us into 
© the net, and laden afli don upon our leine; 3 
W Thou. haft cauſed men; ride over our heads; 
= through prog — dan den ws; to 
4 the deſerts; and to the mountains, to the 
4 dens and caves eee er — * es en (0.3 
| x — didft. FA en 

1 ©. Meanwhile, airarypowevwas every where 
"72 making large ſtrides, with little opp N | 
ane eee and property invad 
arch; _ of — 
Ju | | forward in imjuſtice 
the aſſizes were oft 7 n Fee in- 
Seng 5 ald che inſtromente of deſpotiſm a- 
X | ; and. James II. the laſt Prince of the 
5 name of Stuart, had nearly overturned every 

| valuable in the Britiſh conſtitution. By 
| 0ne-error; he ruined his. own purpoſe, He 
was a zealous Eatholic.. In the profefion of 
- his own religion he was indulged. In his par- 
1 * — cr 
5 5 have 
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5 William! r 
| crown, who poſſeſſed the virtues neceffary for 
_ undertaking a nation's delive 
at that time, occupied a ae peculiarly fa- 
vourable to the defign. He was invited to 
Britain; and while the deluded James was ca- 
: balling with Prieſts: and Jeſuits, the aſſerter of : 
our liberties landed in England, with a forte 
not ſufficient to have conquered the country, 
dut enough to encourage thoſe who wifhed to 
: e it. The nobles and che people flocked: to 
: bis 


"I his ee 3 _— to the 
| Romiſh-Pontiff: He would have Popery, in 
Ill its extent, re-eſtabliſhed: by law; and: for 


_ aiding. this purpoſe, he entered: 'into:iſeeret ne» 


dom of God, merciful-to. our land, made the 


occaban-of -our-deliverance E The Kies eee 


eck was manifeſt ;, his foreign connections were 
diſcovered La; general alarm ſpread. through. 


dhe nation; they were rouſed from their ne- 
- gligence a few noble ſpirits took the lead 3 
God gave them fortitude; public virtue ank 
private paffions, brought them. aid; for ** the 
e wrath of man” is often made *to praiſe the 5 
= * Lords” a ſpirit of wifdom. and unanimity: 13 


ed forth. All eyes were turned to- 
ce of Orange, nearly allied to the 


zanet >. and who,. 


We 


gociations with. the 'meſt powerful prince of + 
hat perſuaſion This error was, in the wiſts _ 


_that;erown! which William! 


5 che nation, ant received br — fu 
 Bllgyao:the deligh of his coming- 
a This eas the great era! of ale libeeey, 


whijchowetbis day, at. the diſtante of one han- 
chedb gears, recoflect with joy! aud hankſgi- ; 


| xing;weirecolld@ national deliverance which 
Was not temporary, but is permanent, 5 reach- 


dings! We ftll enjoy thoſe” fruits Which our 
Hithees" gathered.” We recollect it, on this 
a landing — 5th "Noveriber ' 1688. 
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M EN — ſeule men 5 8 
2 This uas Ie en a ra f Britiſh — | 
Ys 1. marks the ſpirit of the people, * 1 


_ though: depreiied. for a time, could not be 
exiüngniched. The love of liberty pro 
It, ſettled liberty on a firm baſis. It ot 
aid and; aſcertained that liberty, and 
#rovught it into every part of the conſtitution), 


and f red the boundaries of the royal prero- 


- gative,. and of the people's . e It gave the 
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| dug down to our times, with innumerable blef- | 


ar anniverſary of Weg WII. 
4 1 heſe. 
| Uites and numbers Will to many vecal ther re- 
membrane "of other Gignal « mercies to the Bri- | 
Ain . But what e now. celebrate is the : 


and arbioary. | 


en clians.ch gs n ir proper inde- 
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| tein een, d che publie. good. It left to 
Wvereig nile tyexerciſe df: power, 
mg ef doing a8 much good ag he wou and 
ir gave 10 the ſubjcQts; the fulleſt ſecurity for 
* 2 privileges they claimed or wiſhed _ 

fettlement, inſpired a perfect c. nf de 

2 the throne, and the people, a > 1 ſl 
| þliſbed pu iblic credit e on the ſureſt foundation. 
From this period Britiſh minds have had their 


and the arts, in all their branches, have been 
cultivated to the higheſt advantage z z. the in- 
ternal improvement of our country bath *; rar 
_ pidly advanced ; our — "Bas deen ex, 
dended to all parts of the world; and Miu 
Kath: thined forth with a glory! 

The ſpirit of che Revolution Settlement 4 
been uniformly adopted by the Princes of the 
Houſe of Hanover; on whom the fucceſſion 

to the crown devolved. It is bur happineſs. 
wa have received conſtitutional liberty unim 


pPaired, and to lie ati a time When à native. 


overeign, educated, we may ſay, under BAN 


| den, Pandu drs. covets the glory of reign- ; 
ing over 4 free people ; heartily approving the 


fentiments which glow in their breaſts. It 18 
our happineſs to live under a Sovereign, who 


being the amiable pattern of every public, pri · 


nate, and domeſtic virtue: is alſo the generous 


patron of whatever is eſtec med good and uſe - . 
ful, and conducive to the welfare of his ſubs. 
base 5 en e alone might ſeem 
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native ſpring. and vigour reſtozed learning, 
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N all the Revolution-ſyſtem, he thought 


rve as 2 Cub wats Father of 9 


OF 
_ is people 9 voluntary to ſtrip his crowu of 


Ol w of deſpotiſm, viz. 
e power of diſmifing the Judges of the land 
it pleafure. "This power, which might have 


Ie dangerous for any. man to poſſeſs : He, with 


8 valled patriotiſm, not only it for 


5 intel, hut alſo took care that it ſhould ne- 


ver return to any. ſucceeding, monarch: He 
bad it eſtabliſhed by the ſupreme legiſlature of 
_ the realm, that theſe miniſters of juſtice, and 
ters of the laws, ſhall depend only on 


| the rectitude c of their conduct, and the appro- : 
|  . bation, of their country. It is your happineſs. 
td live under a Sovereign whoſe throne is ſur · 


rounded by men of wiſdom. and firmneſs, to 
ntrive and proſecute the moſt beneficial-mea- 


45 | | ſures; men who have been able to improve our , 


ſo as to compenſate the loſs-of A- 


; — increaſe the national wealth; to ; 
maintain the dignity. of our own 22 3 to 


preſerve the liber 
o overawe the . nations he con- 
tinent; and to repair the exhauſtion of long 
- a0 expenſive wars, . Wer the 


2 


w 


4 


6 


TW x 
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8 
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3 be dap natural enemies, now revere and love. 
you, hecauſe you are free: The deareſt wiſh 
Fee 
you poſſeſs the rights and; el mania, * 


| e — 


4 = General Af | 
land, deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of the 
gt bleflings, . civil and facred, 'which we have en- 
Jjoyed for theſe. hundred years, and which are 
n us aud to our poſterity in the am- 

„ hath commanded us, in our 


Leveral. congregations, ; this day, to celebrate 


ir 9 recs —. Ban bece: 
who, for ages paſt, have been ac 


Ma )))) 5 
Theſe things we wiſh: NAY to 18 405 © 
th4 Preſbyterian church, which, 

at t the deſire of the nation was eſtabliſned in 
its preſent form at the happy Revolution— 
ſſembly of the Church of Scot- 


che memorial of that important event in our 


hiſtory, that ve may « publiſh with the voice 
of thankſgiving, and declare the works of 


the Lord, and tell to the generation that 


* ſhall ariſe; the praiſes, ob, Almighty God, 


ins ys g p * 


wh, 


devoutly acknowledge — as the 
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0 Liber — — 
ing to — abba their operation 
becanſe, . acquire nan 
8 | Sno: Ciel is duty inegibing ifutlable praiſe 
to-thoſe-who:kilfolly planned, and nobly da- 
ndildabrio:couny Fs) their names are con- 
totremoimbranct in the page of the hi 
3 Seen and while: either the enjoyment or 
me love of liberty remains in our ifland, the 
8 people ſhall call them bleſſed. But there is 
Folly: and impiery: in loekſhg! only to fecond | 
Gab Col ChO dots according” to his wil 
in the ar mies of heaven, and among the in. 
Achübitants of the! dartdr in Pits builds” ant 
1 and appoinis the times 
nnd, the fedſons“ It: is à ſentiment of truth 
ma hüdtbeeb of cm as wellas! of irevelation, 
hat i, from the Father of Lights] Who form- 
wmednthe ehrt of mag“ that from Him nb 
Toms knowledge to! mer f widerſtahtih 
und fumneſs to men of courage that thoſe 
eccunſels only cad profper- which' have the ap- 
Probation "6+ permiffion of hit. “ who is 
dee al and in all, and through All; that 


eſs tale Lord 40 Keep the tity; the witch. 


n eech ir vai), ant chf, Gheg he 
Viſits in mercy or in judgement, the means and 
the method are choſen by, and derive their ef- 
ac from him. Thoſe who lived at the fime 
of en Og * E 


> e075: . 
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— 
fas, 


win all — 8 — 
432 


n God the glovy, and in Taye 
Our arm hath hot dene this; had nor 


7 anche Lord of tiofts been en our ſide, we hack 
*heen: ſwallowed up quick, the alert 

_ 4, overwhelmed us; che proud waters had gone 

4er our ſbuls“ Let us, u 


under the ſame 

pious impieſfion, proſtrate ourfelves before 
the Lord, who made hehven And earth; 
who ſaw and removed the miſeries impending 


over our country; Who prepared our dehver- 
er, and accompanied and proſpered Him; wo 
kath ' hitherto protected the cauſe which the 
Revolution began; who inf; pired Wing Williant 
Vith wiſdom to Fe vario contend= 
jag Panties avhiohs carty' appeared under the 
Y new: government who- guarded his precious 
Bft when in the moſt! eritica>hazared ; wh 
_ crowned him withrrvictoryi iat a jumcture the 
mot important w gave bim patiende td 
endure ther Ohſtinhey and rndeneſs:of hisnew 
ſubjecta which had ahmoſt determined Hm +6 
late them to anarchy, or te the merey of 
James reſtoredt Before the Lord, 'who blaſtec 


the machinations in Queen Agne's reigns, for 


tbesreturn i of a Popiſſi king in all the ſpirit | 


of; defpotiſta;: who diſappoimted the counſels 


of France, fomentingia finſt anch 4 ſerond rel. 
bellion in theſe; leingdoms 3 and who hath now 


united men of all. deſcriptions, 6 of all parties, 5 
_ of. all, Sage in ue to ourꝭ beloved. 


the Lord of — God is eln ber ! 
1 a refuge. Let Mount Zion re- 
2 let the daughters of Judah be glad, 
e becauſe of thy judgments ; thy right hand 
Ai full of xi htcouſneſs,” While, my fellow- 
citizens, ye walk about Zion, and go'r und 
en about her, and tell the towers thereof 
- while: ye © mark her bulwarks, aud ehnfder | 
e her palaces 3” adore the God of your fa © | 
thers; + Thine hand hath made all theſe | 
3 eee W ate eg 4 
conflict ary * — — 
ding Bde. Liberty, was ſuſtained by your fa - 
thers; of their labours ye now enjoy the 
dun in peace; prize them highly as the beſt 
| ugs of life j remember that the privileges 
_ Whichyoinhevicice x facred depofite in your 
bands, not to he given up, not to be exhauſt- 
1 but to de tranſmitted to your children s? 
* children ; defraud not them of their birth- 
© - "right. Let all - ranks in church and ſtate, 
n 1 in public office, or in the retirements 
of private life, conſpire to maintain what has 
Kid wrought for us, and to inſtil into the ri- 
ling generation the love of liberty, of their 
 Eountry, and of that conſtitution which, thro! 
an hundred years, has been tried and proved, 4 
ANC xe w be the beſt which buman | in 
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4 415 an 3 re fleſh 5 0 alas n 
5 corruption of liberty i is licentiouſneſs z and the 


Sho is intitled to your confidence, Be obe- 
Aient to the laws of your country, which are 
every mais ſecurity; and give all neceſſaryß 
aid to the due execution of the laws; and 
ſubmit chearfully to the burdens requiſite for 
8 2 ſupport of the ſtate, i. e. for y. own. 


5 ſeeming to oppreſs them: It is di 
and inhuman: It may provoke reſiſtance 1 
Which is the beginning of civil war: It 05 1 
teach others to oppreſs you : It may gradual- 
I e che love of gy with which 


Is regard to the ane of ones: men; 
of nature, of ſociety, of coſe Be in- 
5 dulgent to thoſe who differ from you in reli 

| ous ſentiments : "RY: them not that liberty 


ion thereof opens the way te 
deſpotiſm: This moses has been univerſally - 


_ obſerved. Tf ye dread chb iffue, guard fightnſt 
: the abuſe: of liberty; 


avoid faction, Gifcord, 1 
. petulance. Be loyal to your King, 


preſer vation. Improve the bleſſings of 'yout 
een by n induſtry which enriches your - 


ſelves, while it adds to the wealth of the com- 
munity ; and in all your induftry and com- 

merce, obſerve. juſtice, honour, and truth, 

Vich citizens, and with ſtrangers: _— | 
| bring money; but honeſt gain is bleſſed. 


ware; of oppreffing your neighbours, or of 


beit r rights 


R 


1 


1 


d Ges 8 8 ; 
on; of, yaur; lives. Live & fobexly,.oighte- 
Leun, 20d, godly, 2 otherwiſe. ye daſcerate 
| ; in privileges bich ye ſo fully 
ener- W hes God bleſerrandofanours/ (nan 
gon it is for jthis end, that i they may ſervde 


bam. merge chsarfully, more feryentiys more 


a God, they æxꝑreſs their gratitude 


obedience, Iatemperance, irteligion, ne- 


Slect of duty, unfruitfulneſs under mercies, 


reader a people unworthy of the: Diving pro- 
dection : They haverreduced many ſtates; once 
_ feQapd-boppys to harbariſm and llavery.oaAnd 
ſurelꝝ it is meet for us to faq, Oord; wo, 
% with our fathers, have ſinned : And ſoving | 


Achat chou, our God, haſt, “ in thy former 
 eorxeRions, 55 puniſhed; us leſs than dur ini- 


 $-quities.. deſepve:; and has given us ſuch a 


A deliverance a8 this 3 ſhould we againbreak 
 $$ahy3,. commandments, and join in affinity with 


: £-nant, nor, eſcaping ?“ ”, A virtuous people 
7 Ire worthy: oh Jiberty, or capable of en- 
Jing it; and « righteouſucks”) only c er- 


Halketh. a nation. zIf we. are unanimous and 


Kedfaft in fearing God, and honouring the 


| che King,” in, * doipg, juſtly, loving MEFs 
Land walking humbly with our God;“ ian 


nenen, of uus inchis place 3 


ian 181 15 n 250 A 7 555131 ; 27 741 3 1 
dais. 5 | 8 


th Inu And {when men really feel br 


the, people of abominations ; wouldeftinot 
* thou be .angry-with- us until thouhadſt con- 
ah d-us, ſo that. there ſhould» be no rem- 
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in e anclelzes 4 from our own ini- 
' quities,” and © keeping the ways of the 
0 Lord 4 eng a and) then only, may we truſt, 
hat « this God will be our God for ever and 
ever,“ that he will bleſs us >, and bleſs 
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of the feſt . 
5 of Chriſtianity, nothing is more intereſting 
than the reception which the goſpel met with, 
and the means by which its ſucceſs was pro- 
moted. That our holy religion ſhould tri- 
umph over the deep · rooted prejudices and vi- 


cious attachments of mankind; that it ſhould 


be propagated with amazing rapidity and ſuc- 
ceſs through the world, by no other means 


than the force of argument, the evidence of 
miracles, the holy lives and comfortable deaths 


of its profeſſors; that a few illiterate perſons 
mould communicate a ſyſtem: of doctrines and 


af #7 4 ot 


3 r oaths erfeC 
k nets" of men, than the collected 3 
former ages, and of the moſt poliſhed nations, 

. had produced; that they ſhould adhere to | 

cheir teſtimony of the truth as it is in Jeſus, | 
BB with unſhaken conſtancy, in the midſt of the 

 Herceſt perſecutions, and perſuade multitudes 
ia every part of the world to believe in a cru» 

- BK ified Saviour, and to hazard their all in this 
ure for his ſake: theſe are the moſt ſatisfac- 
tory proofs of the divine original and excel- 

lence of our religion, as well as of the inte» 

5 grity of its teachers, which can be deſired. 
Buch: at intereſting ſeenes that preſent 

 hemſclves to our view, through the whole 

- =. hiſtory of the tranſactions of our Lord's a- 

peoſtles, and which may juſtly fill every be- 

BU holden with wonder at the hand of God fo 

viſibly! diſplayed, i in 5 wonnen of the 

= Chriſtian, faith. ev 224. 23 

3 Ins the preceding e of this 0 we are 0 

1 

- 


informed of the diligent labours of St Paul 

and his companion in travail; who, like their 
3 Divine Maſter, went about continually doing 
„eee Having come to Theſſalonica, Paul 
1 went, according to his cuſtom, into the ſyna- 


4 


d 

- BK gzoguc of the Jews, „and three Sabbath days 
s- WM - 1 xęaſoned with them out of the Scriptures; 
Ff | opening and alledging, that Chriſt muſt 
s 
d 


needs have ſuffered, and riſen again from 
ehe dead; and that this Jeſus, whom he 
10 preached unto them, was Chriſt.” Theſe 
P 1 diſcourſes . 


% w Suach af 
 Siſcvurles had powerful efficacy for a great 


multitude of devout Greeks, and others, be. 
lie ved the goſpel-report, and expreſſed * 


cordial regard for their ſpiritual inftruftor: 
But their ſafety being endangered by an r 


and Silas by night unto Berea, another city of 
Macedonia; where, on their arrival, they went 


Into the ſynagogue of the Jews. What a noble 
Fpecimen do they exhibit of unwearied dili- 
- gence and intrepidity in the diſcharge of their 
- duty ! Though they were juſt: eſcaped from 


the jaws of death, and though at no great di- 


Nance from the place where a popular 3 


Had been raiſed againſt them, they boldly ve 
tured again to communicate to cheir ee 
men the glad tidings of ſalvation through Je- 


ſus Chriſt. It is obſervable, that they went 


into a ſynagogue of the Jews, although ſome 
of that nation had been ſo violent in their 


' oppoſition to them at Theflalonica.” Neither 


fear nor reſentment prevented them 


g 8⁰ 
jng to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, 


before they 8 the N to the Gene 


. . Wes. 
Of the reception N met with * Bees, 


* the character of their hearers, we are in- 
formed in my text : © Theſe were more noble 


4 than thoſe in Thefſalonica, in that they re- 
4 ceived the word with all readineſs of mind, 


and ſearched the Fe A "whether 
* "thoſe things were _ oy ergo eee 
More 


Ser. 15. 


rageous mob, we are told, that the brethren 
who were attached to them, ſent away Paul 


yy ng 


1 


% 
. 
* 2 
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nr © More noble: ” It is a Juſt obſervation 


of 2 Judicious critic, that the original word 
 wymous is happily choſen, as the Jews valued 
themfel ves on their freedom, and deſcent from 
Abraham and the other patriarchs. Now, 


- Tays the inſpired hiſtorian, the Jews at Berea 


mewed themſelves to be more worthy deſcen- 
dents of Abraham, and more animated by his 
excellent f| pirit, than their conntrymen at Theſ- 
 falonica, in that they received the word 
% with all readineſs of. mind, and ſearched 
et the Scriptures daily, whether. thoſe things 
, were ſo.” No encomium can be more ho- 


nourable, and worthy. of being deſired. It is 


not meant, however, that all the Jews at Theſ- 
| ſalonica were of. an oppoſite character to the 
Bereans; for it appears from the comext; that 
4 conſiderable. number of the former gave a 
proper reception to the teachers of Chriſtia- 
nity, and their meſlage 5 and Paul, in his E 


piſtle to the Theſſalonians, commends the faith - 


and ſtedfaſtneſs of many of them, to whom 
the goſpel came, * not in word only, but in 
* power, in demonſtration of the Spirit, and 
« with muck; aflurance.” But there was a 
more general attention to religious inſtruction 
among the Bereans; a more univerſal, add. 
Feat, a more liberal, ſpirit of i inquiry. 
As it is the deſign of the reſpectable Sotteey 
2 whom I ſpeak, to diffuſe the knowledge 
and practice of the Chriſtian religion, in its 
native ſimplicity and purity, through the world, 
and e the Highlands and iſland: 
£52 


| Feriptures recommended. FD 2305 - 
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The Study ofthe... | Sers 
dz, no ſubject eee more . 


able for promoting this. end, than recom- 11 
. mending the ſtudy of this beſt of all books, 5 
emphbatically ſtyled the Seriptures, and the Aue I 
- exerciſe of the rights of private. judgement. . 
9 This will naturally lead me to expoſe the un- d 
-— warrantable and pernicious. conduct 'of the 8 
Church of Rome, in vith-holding the Bible i 

_ from the laity, and requiring from its. me m- 9 
bers a bliod ſubmiſſion to the authority of b 
e oceres. . a 8 abs 1 
With this view, it ſhall be y endeayour | 1 
hre ugh te ie lane, 75 Br 3 f 
„ | Ke T0 8 
F, To illufirare ae ens of 50k Be- vl 
30s, on which the ſacred hiſtorian, hath. be- B 

- flawed ſo high an encomium ; and Zhen, To - 
recommend, by ſevcral conſiderations, the imi- * 

tation of their conduct, or a: N im- t 

5 b e n ee 1 
ann been lee 125 1 

5 ſi f WO vi iludrating the charafer of * 
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1. They are iQinguihed Noa 1 50 laudable 7 
os inquiry into religious truths: . Theſe 5 1 

4, were more moble than thoſe in Theſſalonica, 2 

% in that they daily ſearched: che Scriptures, 8 4 
3 whether thoſe chings were ſo. 3 Cn . 17 
5 „A inquißtive diſpoſition is indeed on ſome | 7 Y 


1 occaſions. not deſerving of praiſe. When per⸗ f 
ſio/õns pry into the concerns of their neigh- BY 
| bours, .andiare induſtrious in obſerving cheir 4 
eee and OY while they arc a 


I» 85 „„ inattentive A * 
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3 e 0 d is a curiotity; of 1 
a malicious and hurtful kind. When the ſub- 


jekts of inveſtigation are trifling,; or of no ef- 
ſential importance when known; or when we 
dive into © thoſe ſecret things which belong 
«© to the Lord,” and which are evidently not 


oy adapted to the preſent limited ſtate of our fa- = 


culties; then are our reſearches improper and 


7 dlameabie. But the eurioſity of the Bereans 


was not of an idle or impertinent nature. 


5 They were animated by à deſire of the moſt uſe- 


ful knowledge. Their attention was employed 
on truths that were of the higheſt : moment to 


their everlaſting happineſs. It was not the 


: news of Nip day, or Age occurrences of the 


icir thoughts and time, 


5 451 is we caſe with ts many in every age; but 


they hat juſt views of the faperior import= 
"ance of their ſouls to their bodies, and were 
bent on becoming wiſe unto ſalvation. On the 
arrival of Paul and Silas, they received them 
*ourteouſly ;' and not only indulged them in 


the liberty of teaching the Chriſtian religion 


unmoleſted in their ſynagogue, but embraced 
the opportunity of hearing them, and liſtened 
to their inſtructions with fixed attention. Re- 
ſpectful, however, as their conduct was to 
theſe public inſtructors, they ſhowed a ſupe- 
rior regard to truth itſelf, by examining care- 


fully the dockrines they taught, and the proofs 


y which they were confirmed. They built 


not their faith on the authority of men; but 
exerciſes their own judgement, in a diligent 


N 3 „ inquiry 


> 


IS 
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inquiryiin into the ſcheme of religion propoſed to 


them: and; when convinced of its truth, on 
ſuch an accurate examination, they yielded a 


ready aſſent to it; as we are informed at the 
-12th verſe: Therefore many of them be- 


_ & lieved: alſo. of honourable women which | 
| & were Greeks, and of men not a few.” 


2. Another amiable part of the 3 


of the Bereans, is their attachment to the 
| Scriptures, and the diligence with which they 
ſtudied theſe inſpired oracles of truth. They 
are declared by the divine Spirit to have been 

more noble than thoſe of Theſſalonica, for 
this very reaſon, That they ſearched the 


.« Scriptures'daily.” The Thaſſalonians, even 


were more ſuperficial in their religious inqui- 


ries, more apt to reſt on human authority, 
and more negligent of inveſtigating the ac- 


knowledged infallible fources of information 
in divine things, than they 'ought to have 


deen. But the Bereans were accurate inqui- 


and diligent ſtudents of the Scriptures: 


perſuaded of the inſpiration of that ſacred vo- 
ume; they had'recourſe to the law; and to 


the teſtimony, for trying the opinions or aſ- 
ſertions of their teachers; knowing, that if 
they ſpoke nat according to this word, there 


was no light in them. It was not the mene 


| plauſibility of any tenets: it was not their be- 


83 commonly received or faſhionable ;z it was 


not wie * to Run wiſhes, or ſuh- 
ſerviency 


ſome: of them that were favourably diſpoſed 
to the apoſtolical doctrines, it would ſeem, 


„„ „ rere. 


ſt 
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0 ferviency. to their worldly proſpects, chat in- 
n fluenced their ſentiments, or regulated their 
A external conduct: but it was their conformity 
e to truth, which they ſearched for as for hid- 
= den treaſures; it was their agreeableneſs to 


h the Scriptures, the only unerring ſtandard' of 
faith and of manners: © They ſearched the 
r «Scriptures daily, whether thoſe things were 
*"Y _ #/ſo.—Pheir delight was in the law of the 


Lord, and in his law did they meditate day 
. and Night.” Their Bible was their daily 
gudyß the writings of Moſes, and the pros _ 
phets, which contained all the divine revela - 
tion that was then enjoyed, were familiar to 
theſe intelligent and devout Jews. Both in 
their private retirements, and public afſent» 
dlies, they read and conſidered them with at- 
tention. They examined the juſtneſs of the 
expoſitions of their law; they weighed care- 
fully the proofs by which the doctrines of 
their teachers were vouched or defended. ; 
they did not content themſelves with a ſuper - 
ficial view of the ſacred text, but inquired in- 
to its ſcope. and meaning. By this ſtandard 
they tried they doctrines of Paul and his fel - 
low- labourer in the work of the miniſtry, who 
had been ſhewing to them the way of ſalva- 
tion. The important theme, on which theſe 
teachers expatiated with delight, was, That 
Jeſus, is the Chriſt, the promiſed Meſſiah, and 
Saviour of the world. As they were addref- 
fing a congregation of Jews, and Jewiſh proſe- 
—_ _ drew arguments chiefly from the Old 
P 4 . 


„„ e ß . . 


„ BY * was ita by theie 
* hearers to be the, word. of God 35 Ro Wien 


ſter wit ſcrip oral eee „L 
of the Meffiab.. I fav: * chiefly” for there 
Lan be little or no doubt, chat the int 


confirmed, would. not paſs unn d dy its 


dience. All theſe walks were well 


produced a thorough belief of the truths” they 
had heard. This leads me to remark, 7 OK, 


. Ia the laſt place on this head, The can - 
dour ages e e eee p ener mat 1 


« Theyireceive@ the nan: r 
1c of mind.“ They diſcovered an enla 


of mind eee eee 


their countrymen had ſo deeply imbibed. In 
other places 1 :Chriſt had been to 
as; ———— ling block, and to the Greeks 
ooliſhneſs; the emen had been inſulted 
2 abuſed, mou doarines arid cha | 


temporal Meſſiah, and proſpects of i worldly 


enjoyments under his reign,” were almoſt uni- 
verſally entertained. When a few obſcure and 
Alliterate perſons went about teaching, That 
briſt had come in the fleſh, and appeared in 


deen of * that he was a man of I 


RE ſorrows, 


* —— 


. 


excellence; of ch principles uf the — 
| religion, and the miracles by which it was 


teachers, or u rved by their attentive au- 8 


| by the Bereans3/and by the divine blefling, | 


acer miſ- 
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: ſubmitted e che cn wi wan ignominious_ | 
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of the W z it is eaſy to conceive with 


what contempt: they and their. doctrines would . 


de weated. The whole hiſtory of the apoſtles 


exhibits the malign/ influence of vicious pre- 


es 3 and particularly the verſes preceding 


| my tent, ver. 5. 6. "PG in Berea itſelf 
were ſome worthleſs: people ſtirred up by their 
of brethren at Theiſſ⸗ 


alonica, to diſturb the 
s of theſe faickfol ſervants of the; 


. Prince of Peace. Very different from this, 
however, was the character of the Bereans in 
general. They did not turn a deaf ear to the 


voice of inſtruction, or attend on the ſyna 
gogue with a determined purpoſe to find fault 
wich the preacher, and oppoſe whatever he 


ſhould ſay; but they came there with mode - 


ſty, and meekneſs of ſpirit, deſirous of inſtruc- 


tion, neee to receive the truth from 
whatever mouth it ſhould proceed. While 


: Paul and Silas were perſecuted: by many, they 


gave them a welcome reception, and attentide 
hearing. Like new- born babes, they deſi . 


red the ſincere or pure milk of the word, 
that they might grow thereby; and recei- 
% ved with: readineſs and meekneſs the in- 

„ grafted word, which was able to ſave their 
_ © fouls.” They liſtened without prejudice to: 
the inſtructions of Paul; examined with care 
every argument in ſupport of them, as well 


enn -objection. againſt: them; od e | 
. e . CORWIN: 


© „ 


9 


| with cordiality-and Readineſs. 
. © The divine Spirit, whoſe ddr Lon pro- 


miſed to lead his people into all neeeſſary 


truth, countenanced the reſearches of theſe 
honeſt neee ene 1 10 
want 007 offer e 4 eee e 2:44.24 

Such was the excellent ſpirit — 1 in 
che Bereans, and which hath drawn from an 


„penman ſo ſtrong a teſtimony of ap · 


: andedelight. in the. ſacred ene, ſuch mo- 


conviion of truths that were adverſe to their 
Prejudices of, education, and apparently ſub - 

verſive of their preſcnt-intereſt, —are qualities 
intitled to our higheſt eſteem, and afford a 
ſolid foundation for this ſignificant evlogium:: 
© Theſe were more noble than thoſe in Theſt 
1 falonicay in that they received the word 
. with. all, readineſs. of mind, and ſearched 


the Scxiptures daily, whethey. thoſe things 


were ſo.”—But. it is not ſufficieat to ad» 
mire : it muſt alſo be our habitual endeavour 
10 ce bene nnn character. 


I. 1 ſhalt ns now e in the fo 
3 place, To urge and recommend the imi- 


| n nay the _— ol the Bereans, or a di- 
. 4 | AT ___  bgent 
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eee eee is moſt juſt, | 
every perſon, ſenſible. of true worth. muſt ac- 
 knowledge--.. Such. an ardent love to: truth,; 


r ofa e 7 an apm 3 
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6 FY 150 our eee 10 a as + reaſonable k 
creatures, to inquire and judge for wma 
concerning the truths of religion. 
This appears from the very frame of our 
nature. The Supreme Being, who does no- 
thing in vain, hath endued us with faculties 
fit for inveſtigating evidence, and difcovering 
truth. He hath planted in oor breafts a prin- 
_ Eiple of curioſity, or defire of knowledge; and 
bath annexed à high degree of pleafure to our 
intellectual reſearches and difcoverice. It is our 
eapacity of diſcerning between truth and falſe- 
hood, right and wrong, that gives man a pre- 
eminence above the brute creation, and di- 
ſtinguiſhes his actions and purſuits from their 
inſtinctive exertions. It is on this conſtitution 
of our nature, that the whole ſyſtem of mo- 
ral obligations, and our accountableneſs for 
our ſentiments and conduct, ave eſtabliſhed. 
Even in the ordinary concerns of life, reflec- 
tion and inquiry are acknowledged by all to 
be requifite. No wife man will ruſh blindly 
_ into any enteypriſe, without conſidering what 
he ſhould do, and what are likely to be the 
conſequences of his conduct. All the arts of 
I depend on fixed principles ; ; which muſt 
be ſtudied with attention by thoſe who would 
attain excellence, or proſecute them with ſuc- 
eeſs; inattention, and erroneous apprehenfions 
of them, are frequently productive of difap- 
gpoeintment and ruin in worldly purſuits: how 
*- ks 31254 40 L. 5 | i 6 : IP much 
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| Dh inquiry, d — — — Gags: 1 


; furely greater attention and one =" rot 
ſonable in the concerns of our imme 


9 0 


The moſt ſplendid acts of munifcence, or cha- 
oved by the Searcher of 


concerns of our ſouls and eternit In theſe, 
miſtakes may be of the moſt dangerous and 
N eee Juſt principles are eſſen- 


— are 3 of right cc condud. 


rity, cannot be appro 
Hearts, when they proceed from oſtentation, 


or other ſelfiſh motives, however laudable they 


may appear in the eyes of men. Diligent i inquiry 
into truth, and due pains n -NOW. 
ledge of our duty,. are therefore indiſpenſa 
vequiſite. vor 
end in view, we ſpare no pains to attain it; and 


rtal ſouls. 
We ſhould receive no doftrine of: religion up- 
on human authority, or tlie affirmation of fal 
lible men like ourſelves. P! 
attention are due to teachers, they are not in- 


= © titled to implicit faith. The Bereans are com 
mended for ſearching the Scriptures, and try- 


ing the doctrine even of the apoſtles by the 
word of God. Ignorance can never be the 


mother of devotion, or the parent of true re- 
gion: for the worſhip of God is the homage 


of the ny, and 7 rere 1 a eee geg 


e ſer vice.“ . * 


: eee in a way more ſuitable to their dig- 


The noble powers of our nature 108 wine 


wity and Execlence, _—_ in forming juſt ap- 
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ough reſpect and 
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: ris and not [7 «a worried man- 
uſtly be ſuſpect eee 8 —_— 
mankind, chat declines the teſt of a freeand IM 
accurate examination, and requires belief with 
- ns 5 thoſe who are conſcious 
: 8 the excellence of their doctrines, will not 3 
afraid of bringing them to light, and af 
them to the inſpection of the moſt 
attentive obſerver. They know, that the more 
carefully they are viewed, their truth and 
beauty will be more apparent. Truth can bear 
the light, and loves to be ſeen; but Falſehood 
and Vice ſeck darkneſs, and dread inveſtiga- 
tion. What ſhall we think then of the church 
| 2 Rome, which requires from its members 
impli icit faith, and with-holds from them the 
| ring in the vulgar tongue, which are tl 
means of religious information and knowledge? 
- | Never was there ſo daring an encroachment 
8 | en+the rights of conſcience, and the under» 
flandipgs of men. It is fo extraordinary an 
ulſlurpation, that no lender evidence ſuffi. 
des for, believing, that, any ſociety of profeſ- 
fog. Chriſtians would attempt it. But there 
3s no reaſon to doubt the fact. This ſtrong 
fiep, was not ventured on, till many other 
corruptions had been introduced, and the 


18 of men were kettered * the 2 


* 


-* 2240 372 


5 ek Thodloufe, A. 2 — to ur dan 
che firſt ecclefiaſticat aſſtmbly char =». --—»l 
the laity of en of che Serip 


Wc errors of that period, and ght, | 
| _ Soever was not agreeable to the word of: God 
mould de rejectec. 'Fhe Chureh ef Rome, 
conſcious that many of their tenets would not 
Dear ſuch an examination as was claimed by 
_ thoſe many defenders of the rights of private 
_ Judgement, impoſed this moſt unwarrantable 
nn. to exclude inquiry into their er- 

aud prevent the deſtruction of chat fa 

| ric? ranny which they had 
deen rearing for ages. Even in the preſent age 
of inqufry and learning, this continues ſtill in 
a great meaſure tu be the caſe in Popiſh conn». 


minions, no vulgar tranflation of the Bible is 
permitted. In thoſe countries where this i 
dulgence is fometimes granted, no man is at- 
ljoweck to read the Scriptures without a licence 
fem a biſhop or inquiſitor, who muſt be pre. 
_ viouſly fatisfied by the prieſt or confeſſor con- 
© eerving the firneſs of the perſon to be intruſt- 
ed with ſuch a liberty. In Britain, where it 
would be almoſt impoflible to keep the Bible 
from thoſe who have a mind to read i it, and 
where the indulgence may ſometimes be of po- 
Ntical utility for gaining or keeping proſelytes, 
2 15 often granted, —though the Rheims Te. 
| Rament, 


Sf che Waldenſes, who expoſed che proving 


tries In the Pope's and King of Spain's do- 
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e which: is pur into the hands of Eng- 
Rin Papiſts, is much cortupied,: and aboutidy 


tries, where ehe power of the church is more 
abſolute, this liberty is ſeldom granted, aud 
only t0 thoſe who are moſt _ 70 = 
wehe of their churttLv. is | 
How oppoſite-is this condu@ic wu of th 
. who ſearched the Scriptures daily, 
whether thoſe things were ſo. It: deſerves as 
much. cenſure and abhorrence, as theirs di 
commendation. It is more oppreſſive and dan- 
gerous in its nature, than if a guide on a road 
mould put out a traveller's body eyes, under 
the pretence of conducting him with more 
ſafety to the end of his journey. What can 
be more abſurd and tyrannical, than to prohi- 
dit men from feeing with their on eyes thoſe 
truths which God bath required them to be- 
he ve, or thoſe: duties which they are bound, 
under the awful nene .of future puniſh: 
ments, to perform? 
It is ſaid, I know, by the 8 a he 
church. of Rome, that ſufficient. information 
i communicated i in their ſermons, and books 
of devotion. But if theſe do contain, a. full 
ſummary of Chriſtian doctrine, hy do they 
deny the laity the liberty of ſearching the 
Scriptures, and knowing from their own inqui- 
ry that they have declared the whole counſel af 
God ? If any neceſſary or profitable truth hath 
been with-held, if any unſcrigtural articles of 
belief have been introduced, then we can ſee 


% 


tion. But what a dreadful inraſion is — 
the rights of reaſonable and accoun ble beings! 
mio juſtly may the conſideration of it excite 
| 1 an attachment to the important and unalien- 
able rights of private judgement, and an ho- 
e ee. thoſe who < ſhut up 
| ingdom of heaven againſt men, and 
8 « 3 go in themſclves, nor ſuffer em: 
en eee to go in! . 
. 4 obligation to imitate the We of | 
the heren, N appear further from conſi- 
riptures are addreſſed to 
. ae e of de and require from them 
an impartial and ee 8 of the. 
| truth they contain. 7x 
| very reader of hs, —_—_— Cc may ea 
fil perceive, that che important rights for 
e we are now contending, are agreeable 
0 our charter of privileges contained in the 
inſpired records. If the Scriptures had, taught. 
chat we were not to exerciſe freely our own 
. underſtandings in our ſpiritual and moſt im- 
portant concerns, but were to receive impli- 
cicly the dictates of one or more men of like 
Ta — wich ourſel ves; if che Seriptures had 
declared, that we were to believe virtue to be 
Vice, and vice virtue, when our ececleſiaſtical 
rrulers ſhould fay ſo; fuch aſſertions would 
afford an unanſwerable argument againſt their 
_  -infpication. Bur they inculcate principles ve- 
I teren from thoſe we have been . | 


to th ir expreſs lan- 5 
„ Taepuere Brin in lan- 
guages univerſally Saen and underſtood by 


| thoſe for whoſe uſe they were firſt intended; 
and they were very early tranſlated into the 


languages of the different countries where our 


| holy religion- was preached. This is an en.. 


intimation that the Scriptures were 


7 E by the divine Spirit for INE Vene of 
| the vulgar. There can be no'obje&ii 


the people's reading them now, 
would have held as well againſt e — 


iſhing them at firſt in x language com. 
ppears from the in- 


eee le of various portions of 


. — 


_ the ſacred writings, that they are intended for | 
all ranks of perſons: The epiſtles, for inſtance, 
are Addreſſed, not to the paſtors only; of the 

different churches, but; to all the faithful bre- 


thren of whatever denomination,” and to all 
that in every place call upon the name f 


Jjeſus Chritt, our Lord. The holy penmen 
enjoin, that they ſhould be read and attended. 
to by all. The excelleney of the Scriptures, 


and the advantages of the ſtady of them, 


are. beautifully epreſented in many paſſutzes. 
5,” Theſe words which I command — (ſaid 


« the Moſt High to the Iſraelites of old) ſhall = 
de in thine heart. Thou ſhalt teach them 
_ <" diligently to thy children; and ſhalt talk of 
bas: INES vhavitou fircoſt in thine houſe,” and 
n 8 when 


be vith-holding che Scriptures from the 

| Ry OPS ee er- grmer- we rags. _ 

1 8 are evidently * . e 148 
_ guage and ſpirit. 


| v+-rhou left pou 26s wy: 8 
1 Thou ſhalt bind them for a fign upon thine 
% hand, and they ſhall be as frontlets between 

e thine eyes. Thou ſhalt write them upon 


41 the poſts of thy houſe, and on thy gates, 


Deut. vi. 6. 7. 8, 9. What was practiſed | by 
. Bercans, was enjoined by: our Lord him · 


king his life, as well as after his reſurrection; 
he referred them to the conſideration of Moſes 
_ _ and the prophets, and ſhowed, that Chriſ 
_ &:ought-t0- ſuffer theſe things, and to enter 
1. ind his glory.“ The! exhortations of the 
apoſties on this ſubject are correſpondent to 
moſe of their maſter. They often quote the 


Od Teſtament and recommend the ſtudy of 


the inſpired records. , bb 
A dwell in you richly in all wiſdom. 


* take heed.” Paul mentions Timothy's early 
gequaintance with the Scriptures as a great 
r From a child thou haſt known 


ag is in Jeſus Chriſt? - r 


\divi aan any church or ri ſociety of pro» 
A | felling 


ſelf : e Search the Seriptures; for in them ye. 
„ think ye have eternat life, and thefe are 
0 they which teſtify of me.” Frequently du- 


& .unto-you the ſword of the Spirit, which is 5 
'* the word of God. We have a more ſure 
= Wi word of prophecy, to to which ye do well to 


4 the holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
. thee wiſe unto ſalvation, ann which | 


4 in-indent; aftoatthing,-chati z the- then - 
ok - theſe, and other clear declarations of the 


N 8 | 2 7 1 dl hay 8 Fa. n 1 "I i 3 2 a . He | : 4 
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5 ſome obſcure paſſages: but 
argument for ſtudying the Scriptures witk 
more care, to obtain juſt views of divine 


VWVritings, which are adapted to any ondinany 
underſtanding. That che Scriptures have been, 


% ĩẽ ð . ³ð?³ 


| feſfing Chriſtians ſhould have had the impu- 


dence to deny the Scriptures to the laity, or 
even to diſpenſe with inculcating the ſtudy of 
them. I know it hath been ſaid in apology 


for chis extraordinary eonduct, (for the worſt 


cauſe hath had ſome advocates to plead for 
it), that there are ſome obſcure paſſages in 
divine revelation which are liable to be miſ- 
interpreted by vulgar readers, and ſome doe - 
trines which they are apt to abufe to hurtful 
pur poſes. To give colour to this argument 
the- words of the Apoſtle; 2 Pet: iii. 15 G. 
are urged. Even as our beloved brother 


WW. Ma alſo, according. to the wiſdom given 


* unto him, hath written to you; as alſo 
in all his epiſtles, ſpeaking in them of theſe 


| . things : In which are ſome things hard to 
_ © be underſtood, which they that are unlearn- 


ed and unſtable wreſt, as they do alſo the 


. other eee, unto their own; deſtrue- 


4 tion.“ We' readily acknowledge, there are 
but this 1 18 rather an | 


truths ;; at leaſt, it can, be no objection to the 
giving due attention to the bulk of che ſacred 


and may be, miſinterpreted, we do not deny. 
So have other books been miſinterpreted ; but 
we are not on that account to abſtain from 

ding... A traveller will not defiſt from his 


1 . en, there bans a of mn 


| worldly bleſſings, have 


in his ſenſes thinks that they are therefore 


A writings, but to caution them againſt error, 
and to excite to the perufal of them with due 


artention/and'care: for he adds in the follow- 


155 wg verſe, © Beware, leſt ye being led away 
with the error of che wicked, fall from 


in the knowledge of our 


en equal force againſt reading or Hearin: 
5 We diſcourſes of et- rn teachers, "which 


: abuſe. * When ve infift on the rights of pri- 
; ware" judgement, 

Uoctrine 2 ber baer e bo gti” under. 
tines whic ure — e e e. 
Sow} und which we muſt believe on the divine 


nne | ry 
. the ſtudy of the Bible, prom it would 
De for abſtaining from the ſtudy of the works 
of nature ; for there are myſteries in both. 
Jr" is our duty ts ſearch” with modeſty the 
Seriptures, not only that Lee Prager thoſe 


8 * * f 5 
3 . 
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5 Fer the: E Halb. e all | 
ed, as well as the Seriptures; but no man : 


not che uſing, or enjoying. Peter does 
not mean to difſuade men from reading Pauls 


: . hour ſtedfaſtneſo. But grow in grace, and 8 
| ord and Saviour 
8 «i Jeſus Chriſt. The objection may be urged 
tion and 


e do not mean, that every 


baffle the inquiries of the 
er, as well 4s of the honeſt 


intel - 
ligible, ; 


de are to expect a 
bed future ſtate. „ 


juſtly maintaine 
read the Scriptures, it hath. been warmly con- 


tive of conſcience, and an undue reſtraint in 
complying with the injunctions of the Spirit 
of God to ſearch Wi, Scriptures. The « 


in vingication of he Proteſtant churc 
5 they all concur in maintaining, the paramount 
authority of, the Scriptures, and in declaring 
the fallability of all ſynods and councils... They 

ſet forth their cont 
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of ide ſociety, they are indeed excluded from 
ene offices, and the emoluments 
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receive on, the 9 of God, and of which 
full Aifepyery Md 


„But though, the 9 80 1 . 25 
| the liberty of every. man to 


ke 


tended, by many declared. friends of revealed 


is religion, that they have not acted up to their 5 


own n and need further EA PrP 
a8 they 1 


5 congderable 92 155 of . 5 members. 5 | 


is alledged to be an invaſion, of the preroga- 


x 
* 


cviſion of this, controverſy woule ane more 


nns 


| ments, than he uſual bounds of. this ae | 


will admit. "Suffice. it tg, obſerve at preſent 
5, that 


lions only as an abridge- 
ry of the. truths contained in 


ment or lun 


1 che wont of God. and BIVE: Kun lde to their 


ring ee; | "Should the reſuls ds their in- 


veſtigations be contrary to the declared tenets 


2p | = annexed N 


EA eile, but alſo thoſe, truths which. we. are * | = 


| The Stud of th 
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ſhould not give their countenance and ſupport 


: privite inquiry, nor even from publiſhing 
their own ſentiments, and refuting received 
 maxims. Im this happy. land of Hberty ve 


Ka IF” eQoe#.-. 


may take full ſcope in our reſearches after 


truth, profeſs our faith, and worſhip God, 


Ration. Though the door may be ſhut againſt 
ſome to the ecclefiaſtical preferments of the 
Nate,: there are a variety of openings to other 
| employments, and equal chance of ſucceſs to 
w who uſe the means of attaining it, and 
who maintain no principles repugnant to the 


Foundations of civil ſociety. It is when a 


church pretends to infallibility, and ſtifles pri - 
vate inquiry into their tenets; when they at- 
tempt to compel men, by the terror or inflic- 


Victions, and ſpeak as they do, that they are 
chargeable with tyranny, and violation of the 
rights of conſcience. Such conduct is not 
more oppoſite to the principles of reaſon, 
than to the dictates of the Scriptures of truth. 
There we are taught to call no man maſter, 
or lord of our conſcience; one is our ma- 


5 25 ans. even . The Miniſters * reli 


9 ben 15. 


annened to "theſe employments z but no Ulber 
hardſhip is impoſed on them. There ſeems 
Ittle or no reaſon to complain, that a ſociety 


to teachers who hold doctrines .oppofite to 
their creed, and contradiẽt what they deem 8 
4 form of ſound words. Members of our re- 
eſtablimment are not reſtrained from 


dAceording to our conſciences, without mole- 


r G K af ooallt,t: 


tion of puniſhments, to counteract their con · 


9 
$32, ” 
a © 


„ 


f d one ee 


free. No Chriſtian ſhou 
ledge any doctrines in religion, till be is eon · 


are bot ie be „ lords over God's ber. 
tage, or to have dominion over the faith of 
men; but to be helpers of their j joy, and their | 
„ ſervants for Chriſt's fake.” The hearers of - 


he goſpel are cautioned againſt the errors. of 
Falſe teachers, are furniſhed with marks of true 
1 dockrine, and warned © not to believe. every 


« ſpirit, but to try the ſpirits, whether they be 
Te of God. __ "They are enjoined. « to ſearch 
& the Scriptures, and to be ready always to 

give an anſwer to every man that 'aſketh 


e them a reaſon of the hope that is in them, 


et with meckneſs and fear.” The apoſtles com- 
mend them, when diligent, and impartial in 
their reſcarches, and appeal to their enlight- 


ened underſtandings for confirmation of their 


doctrine. . 1 ſpeak (ſays Paul) as unto wiſe 
« men; judge ye what 1 ſay.“ This i is treat- 


ing us as reaſonable creatures; this is the li- 


ber ty 1 wherewith Chriſt hob made his e 
receive or acknow- 


vinced, on due inquiry, that they bear the 
ſtamp of the divine authority, thougb they 


may be promulgated by the moſt reſpectable 
ſocieties on earth. Such a conduct involves 


in it the moſt mean and criminal negligence. 
In propagating the goſpel of peace, it is ſolid 
argument, and ſcripture-authority, not force, 


which are to be employed: The weapons of 


% our warefare are not carnal, but ſpiritual. 
Fi of and ſword were never intended by A God 


Jove for clabliſhing the truth, | 


n 


Hh impotlble t to pleaſe Ged. 


our a perl), from ws, Mport⸗ 


N affirmed, that it * OE pa no ee 


Auocttrines are believed, if the life be good. 


But this i a moſt, exroneous aſſertion; for 
Gough 4 good- life: i is indiſpenſably requiſite, 
it is uniformly repreſented, by the.facred-wri- 
ters as the fruit and evidence of true faith in 

Chriſt. From worldly conſiderations, L. ace 
knowledge, men- may abſtain rom groſs vi- 
- T10us indulgences, . and. maintain, a decent and 
reſpectable character in the eyes of their fel- 
low creatures: 5 but without Juſt principles of 
religion; fixed 3 in the heart, their reformation | 


; will be only p zartial ; 3; 1 0 will continue epila- 


Ves to. ſome "hv ürite though. perhaps 05 
luft, and will not Have reſpe . to all G0 
| com PRESS Ir: ts. 215 n = 5 5 35 vs. 75 F7 


at 5 "<tr 4 and anbelicf a ls mai d. ſourte of 
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| tion, of hes cart. and conduct; but it is | 


2} 65 the powerful and benign influence. of the 


belief of che truth, chat we are purified”: and 
determined to the obedience of the divi vine 
las. Without faith, wi care. aſſured, 1 fs 7 


| of the divine character ane vill, are the pre 
ſpring 'of a religious conduct: ecbon. 
rd, flow not. 5 qe pay"! be 122 
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4% Oẽ,, dometh the world is our faith. Now 
«faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 1 
e word of God.“ It is the Scriptures of truth I jd 
5 heard and read, which are the principal means 9 
Iemployed by God, * for opening the eyes „ | i 
|| * the: ſpivitually blind, and for turning men 
. % from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
| © of Satan unto God“ The word of God 
is deſcribed to be like fire, that enlightens, | 
: warms, and purifies; it is like a hammer that 
L breaks the rock in pieces, and bends the ſtub- 


born will of man to an acquieſcence in the ; 
will of the Almighty: © It is quick and pow-' 
1 erful, and ſharper than any two-edged ſword, 
piercing even to the dividing aſunder of ſoul 
and ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow, 

* and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and in- 
46 tents of the heart.” How warm are the 
encomiums of the royal pſalmiſt upon the im- 
por ance and peculiar excellencies of the di- 

vine law ! Pfal: xix. 7. &c. The law of the 

Lord is perfect, converting the ſoul: the 
«© teſtimony of the Lord is ure, making wiſe 
che. fimple. The ſtatutes of the Lord are 

right, rejoicing the heart: the command» 
«© ment of the Lord is pure, enlightenipg the 
„ eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, en- 
«during for ever: the judgements of the Lord 
« are true and righteous altogether, More 
56to be deſired are they than gold, yea, than 
0 fruch fine gold: ſweeter alſo than honey, and 
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5 v Kr Seth: wits: WORE keeping of them. 
there is great reward. —The law of thy 
"obs is better to me than thouſands of 


gold and ſilver. vill meditate on thy pre- 


1 cepts, and delight myſelf in our 
* will not forget thy word. I have hid it in 
„my heart, that I might not fin againſt the: e. 
5 Equally ſtrong is the commendation which 
Paul gives of the Seriptures in his ſecond ö 
epiſtle to Timothy, iii. 16. 17. All 


ture is given by inſpiration of God, N 5 


4 profitable for doctrine, for eee for cor- 


1 rection, for inſtruction in in righteduſneſs; 


Achat the man of God: ay be perfect, tho- 
.« roughly furniſhed unto all good works.” — 
_« Whatſoever things were written aforetime, 
were written for our learning; that we 
e through patience and r nl SO Scrip» 
{OY tures mipht have hope.” Sf 4 
_ "Under the perſuaſion of the i Sepia A 
excellence of divine truths, pious perſons have 
made the ſacred records the ſubject of their 
_ Moſt diligent ſtudy in every age and country 
here religion bath been maintained in any 


degree of purity. Joſephus informs us, that 
„if any man aſked a Jew concerning; the laws, 


4 he could tell 3 thing more readily 


4 than his name.” And Maimonides affirms, 
that it did not ſuffice a Jew to read the 
* law, but he wrote it too. Aer 5 a 
«father had left his "fon 


FFF 


6 T «on Oy 


C C „ 1 a s ; 4 72 7 ; 4 * 
$ * 0 ©4378 2 > 
a 8 5 ; ; F - — : 
” 4 1 W ; 4 : * 8 . 
8 « 1 5 8 
* . * wp” .< ” 2 + f 4 2 . 4 :, 
N Bran le, * FT : $05 . : 
Q 1 5 ** . \ - 0 
n * 1 * 8 * : * LN F 4 
$ 25 * Ss. - SO < 8 e 3 — L * by . «<4, : 8 
x _ 1 5 0 \ * 5 « ; 4 
* 
" 


4M, 1 1 e e write for him- 
| 18 ſelf another copy with his own hand. 
In che pureſt ages of the Cbriſtian 3 
* a leſs ardent was the attachment of the 
triends of religion to the ſtudy of the Scrip- 
tures. In the firſt age, this appears from the 
ö paſſages already recited, and from the com- 
mendation beſtowed. on the Bereans in the 
text. In the ſecond age, Clement of Alex - 
andria repreſents attention to the jnſpired = 
writings, and conferences on them, as a di- 
| Kinguiſhing part of the character of Chris ; 
ſtians. In the third century, Origen. mentions 
| his early acquaintance. with the Scripures, 
and recommends the peruſal of them to all, 
„Think it not ſufficient, (fays- St Auſtin), 
that ye hear the Scriptures. in the G | 4 


s but. alſo attend to them in your houſes at 


« home; either read them yourſelves, or get 


« one to read them to you.” Many other 
ities might be brought from writers in 


ſeveral ſubſequent centuries in proof of their 
ſenſe of the advantages of ſtudying the Serip - 
ſecutions, that Chriſtians would rather part 
with their lives than with their Bibles; and 


that it was deemed an inſtance of the higheſt 


weakneſs and fear, when ſome of them were 


perſuaded to deliver 29875 nes: to their a 


ſecutors. 


The . of fed a 


1 is contrary to the ſenſe of anti- 
WN or * the earlier periods of the church. 
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Even thoſe who with-hold the Scriptures 
Y Tonk the laity, join with us in acknowledging 


t be excellency of the truths contained in them, 8 
Which is the beſt argument for the diligent per- 
uſal of any book. It is in this ſacred volume 
that we have the moſt clear and ſatis factory diſ. 
coveries of the nature, perfections, and provi- | 
dence of God; 3 of the worſhip that is due to 


Him; and of the eſſential qualifications of his 


_. worſhippers. It is here that we have the moſt 
: important and authentic information concern- 


ing the original condition of mankind, our 
apoſtaſy, and its fatal conſequences, and the 
method of our reſtoration to the friendſhip 


of God, and happineſs, through the Frog 
tion of our Lord Jeſus'Chriſt in our nature. 
In this divine repoſitory of uſeful knowledge, 


tbere is the pureſt ſyſtem of morality that 
was ever communicated to the world. In our 


Saviour's ſermon on the mount, and in many 
other portions of holy writ, every virtue per- 


fective of our nature is recommended by the 


moſt powerful arguments, and every vicious 
indulgence of heart and life is prohibited un- 


_ der the moſt awful ſanctions. Here are ex- 
Bibited the moſt admirable examples of reli- 
gious and moral duties, in the characters of 
the patriarchs, prophets, apoſtles, and others; 


but above all, in the perfect life of the great 
Author and finiſher of our faith: „in whom 


* * was no oy: Reins was guile' found 
; 8 | | " in 
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«in 1 5 ups. Here every obedient ſubject of 
| the Redeemer's kingdom may find, for his en- 
couragement, the moſt precious promiſes; of 
aſſiſtance in the diſcharge of his duty; ot 
ſtrength to reſiſt and overeome temptation; 
of comfort under affliction; and, finally, 
-* that all things ſhall work gether for his 
66 good; and that he ſhall be kept by the 
4. power of God through faith unto ſalva- 
e tion.“ The unparallelled love of Chriſt is 
ſet forth in all its attractive luſtre, to engage 
our obedience, and reconcile. us to all the dif- 
poſals of the divine will. It is the diſcovery 
zof the wonderful ſcheme of our ſalvation 
through him, which is the grand ſubject of 
revelation, and which is indeed glad tidings 
of great joy to all people. It is here that the 


1 . typical inſtitutions and predictions of the Old 


» Teſtament chiefly terminate. On. this moſt 
: important theme the apoſtles enlarge with 
pleaſure, and place, in a variety of the moſt 
ee lights, the riches of divine love, and 
the praftical influence of the Hen of Tues 
- that bringeth ſalvation. 

The rewards and puniſhments of a bee 
| bfe are brought to the cleareſt light by the 
goſpel. There we are aſſured of the immor- _ 
tality of the ſoul, the reſurrection of the body, | 
and a future judgement. There we are in- 
formed, that our Lord Teſus Chriſt i is to be 
our Judge; that all mankind are to appear | 
at his tribunal, and every. one to receive ac- 
cording to the Hg done in the body, whe- 


3 8 the 56s 1 Wy n W et quence. 
bf his decifion, the righteous ſhall be admit- 
I 5 ted inte a ſtate of eternal happineſs, and che | 
5 wicked go into everlaſting puniſhment. ee 
Theſe are ſome of the intereſting ROY 2p 
1 Are contained in the word of God: they | 
Arte truths chat are of the higheſt utility for 
bd prefent improvement and future felicity. 
I.!n other writings there is a mixture of falſe- 
-__._ hood with truth, and of 8 or hurt 1 
3 ful obſervations with uſeful knowledge: but 
mn] this ſacred book there is no dlot or error g 
5 ear art of i it is conducive to our inſtrue- 
„ e d to by. found loch Hmportame- nforma- 
HE ren in it every truth is revealed, . 


. "of our moſt ee hin m ee. g The * 
more we read it, in a humble jt pr ore _ 
. the Spirit/of God, the more will 
fwketneſs, and feel its powerful e 


- *nical, than viththolding from men ſuch 4 
noble repofitory of divine truths and rules of 
conduct; ſuch a rich magazine of part £ 
\piomiſes, and awful threatening. 
In any important buſineſs of this world, f 
5 "we do not content ourſelves with hearſay-evi= þ 
"dence, and uncertain information, but ſeek 
For, all the ſatisfat ion which the nature of the 
thing mill admit. Su ch attention and din 


e 


3 

I 
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_ 20 0 are FREY Git n concer s 
„ bh of religion and eternity. Nothing can be 
| more unfitin itſelf, or derogatory to the au- 
ttzhority of the Scriptures, than to go no fartner 
ttuean to the ſermons or books of fallible men, 
for information in divine things. It is ſipping 
at the ſtreams, when we ſhould drink at the 
fountain of knowledge, and wells of ſalvation. 
Prieſts may cauſe the people to err either 
from intention, or in conſequence of their 
own: miſtakes. That many of the errors which 
are palmed on the vulgar by the Popiſh cler- 
g, are intentional, there is too much reaſonn 
to fear, from their denying them the liberty x 
of inquiring and judging for themſelves, We 
cannot account for leaving out the ſecond 
ommandment in many of their catechiſms, 
and curtailing it in others, but from an appre- 
Den that their idolatrous worſhip would 
ſtand condemned by it in the eyes of the peo- 
ple. But, at any rate, in matters of ſo vaſt 
moment, it is highly reaſonable, that every l 
Intelligent) creature. mould uſe his oon un. © j 
Aderſtanding, and employ the beſt means for 
his information. Such was the wiſe and juſt- . IM 
y- commended conduct of the Bereans, who _ 
ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether the * 
doctrines of rhe ne were ee to 
** Jewish Seriptures. F 
4. To excite yo to 4. imitation: wo abs | 
res of the Bereans, conſider, in the 1% 
ace, the melancholy conſequences that flow 
om * — of the "OA" of the Scrip-- 
* „ „ Dots ures, 5 


af wen. bog t a: 
One of the eee —_ ae to 
88 ignorance, or imperfect know- 
edge, of important truths. | When the Serip- 
tures are with-held from the people, no more 
information is communicated to them than 
their prieſts chuſe to impart. What a ſmall 
portion this is, every one muſt be ſenſible, 
who hath had acceſs to converſe with the 
vulgar on religious ſubjects, in Popiſh coun- 
tries, particularly in thoſe countries that are 
moſt bigotted to the ſee of Rome. Nothing 
elſe can be expected from thoſe who abfurdly 
0 ropreſent ignorance as the mother of de vo- 
tion. The ſermons of their elergy are com- 
| monly filled with legendary tales of pretended 
Hints and miracles, inſtead of thoſe juſt re- 
preſentations” of the ſcheme of inen, 
and of the virtues of the Chriſtian life, which 
would enlighten and purify the ſoul. They 
 Knd it their intereſt to keep the * phe ig- 
norance, leſt they ſhould be exc by an 
inncreaſe of 1 to enen e den "fo 
Php mms e in Pear Ount! 4 
The denying: 15 Re of/the FOE 
to the laity, hath alſo opened a door for the 
introduction of many errors into the Chriſtian 
church. Had they been allowed to ſearch 
the deriptures, and judge for themſelves, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that they would have ad- 
mitted into their creed ſo many abſurd and 
n articles af e, An vaderſtand- 
ing 


Fog 


gy | * 


Ing that exerted itſelf with freedom, would 
have rejected with abhorrence the infallibilitx 


of the Pope and councils, tranſubſtantiation, 
the worſhip of ſaints and images, an 


detecting their falſe gloſſes on the ſac: 
tings, and 
ere nal eee, ata SIG; 

But when ee, f ore on 
. the Scriptures, were with-held hea 


and when they were taught from their earlieſt 
years the duty and-ſafety of placing the high- 


"eſt confidence. in their ſpiritual guides, it be- 


« Ts the! moſt unſeriptural andi un- 
warrantable impoſitions. If che members of 
char communion could be rene on to e 


88 priv atg eee Ki eee 
that few of them would perſiſt in ſuch. graſs 


0 errors. The church of Rome is buitt, on 
tion to the humble 


worldly policy, in in oppoL 
ſelf denied ee of the founder of the 


Enriſtian religion, and the ſpiritual nature of 


his kingdom, that came not with, pomp or 


obſervation. Every attentive obſerver will per- 


ccive all their diſtinguiſhing, tenets to be cal- 


ceulated for promoting the. wealth, grandeur, 
gand influcnee of the clerical order. Theie 


+prioſts. inculcate the meritoriouſneſs of impli- 
„eit faith; and are as much afraid of the. de- 


-KRrudtion of their hierarchy, as thoſe who» 


hag . 


5 and various 
other pernicious tenets A ſmall degree-of 
attention and inquiry would have ſerved for 5 


and for dee rte their 25 and : 


not very difficult to obtaia their tame 


. doſe ut ſhould be ee, of a ae 
1 | N ee $4 Cotati: «bbc | 
1 eee A ene unpreju- 
5 . eee Who confders to What _ 
Jews have es good a right 0s n non 8 
Catholics to urge it in defence of e . 

4 (hip of the lden calf, and the re · 
13 Jeftion 2nd n ment» of our Saviour and 
This apoſtles, ba the, ſanction of their . 
Lin nnd ccclevaſtical ſuperiors, As this fa. 
5 as of truth, and extends. 10 dhe 3uſifying ; 
atr. 2 the gente erer. | 


1 155 nee, and affords ».moſt pofaroucable; tho” | 
Jai, view of a church which reſts upon ſuch 
. . foundation. E might cafily-be ſhown, and 
Aliacced it bath been evinced by others, that 
the Pope, or councils, have mo better N 5 


5 n, Superſtition is ry . conſtant 3 atten, nd. 14 


The -it © Deity, ch ex 2d it 
mage; but when unjuſt notions have been 
entertained. of his character, their worſhip 
hath been ſervile, and debaſed by unmeaning 
ceremonies, and ſometimes by eruel rites. 


| t this HORS en . 


2 
— 


8 ; r — ; 
- A et Bot wha: a —_ 


: Lehe lad and — ee Ft 
Thall mention of the neglect of the ſtudy of 

the Scriprugcs, is the prevalence of vice of 

<2 every kind. In proportion to the degree of 

2 ey WER which the 


Dad excellence of the divine laws will 
; be more clearly perceived, and their influence 
in purifying the heart, and reforming the life, 
more -powerfully feit. But when the ſacred 
fountain of truth and purity is not duly re- 
ſorted to, when our religious knowledge is 
Aran from à corrupted ſource, licentious 
paſſions will gather ſtrength; and the hearts 
of the dale men be fully ſer in them. 
to do evil. “ Wherewith ſhall a young man 
cleanſe his way z but by/taking heed there- 
fro, according co God's = rd?” But if God's: 
: word is not attended to, lewdneſs, intemper- 
ance, fraud, and. every vicious ee 
will obtain an aſcendant. 
8a dangerous is the 1 0 lion ftudy of 
© 2 bee ee ee influence on 


SW - 0 
48 * 


mms 


err AY aſi 3 5 
| eee are 2¹ 4 laſs to dexiſe any plaus 
arg - 16: juſtification: of their con- 
been alledged, That an impli> 
cit ſabmiſlion of ee to the authority of 
their eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors produces à beau- 
tiful uniformity, of worſhip and; religious pro- 
on.: A eas. when every man is allowed 8 N. 
ink for himſelf, it is likely there will be : 
ſchemes, of religion as there are 1 
1 $15 165 ige aha brif : . 
But "ok upifgrmity,of worſhip which is the 
kruit of ignorance and ſuperſtition, is by no 
means defirable.' It is the diſgrace of our * 
3 5 iure, and-ſhoms be noble powers of ot 1 ſouls 
to be in a weile dat of nf 0 or per. 
verſion. 22 e 00 ee ene en 
4 8 that thinks are diferent ugh 
nions among Proteſtants. concerning ſome re- 
ligious truths; and this is naturally to be ex- 
pected, in this imperfect ſtate; from rhe dif- 
ferent degrees of mens capacities; attention, 
Auiligence, and candour; or freedom from pro- 
zudice. Beſides, in the chureh of Rome itſelſ, 
there is in ſome ede, bete dee 
ty of. judgement among learned men. Who- 
ever looks into their | commentaries on the 
; Scriptures will find various and diſcordant in- 
terpretations and opinions on many! paſlages. 
They are greatly divided in 'their/entiment: 
concerning the canon of Seriptures, the Lopes 


8 arg over princes, and in whom infellibikty is 
e 6 placed. 


Uhlimportant matters tha is commonly: ſup- 


- *rinzÞ propoſitions, though little different from 


Aboüũt nr 


by the Refort 


duties f religion. That individuals have de- 
nied or called in queſtion ſome of the religi- = 


and do not wilh their objections had been ſup- 


Which will always ttand the telt of an ACCU= | 
1 rate examination. 8 A TIS; SANE. WAS * i Ee. 


i — A Weir dar ve deen dil. 
aimed by others, and been ſubjeAs'o cn. 


tention. It could eaſily be ſhown” too, that 
different popes and councils have iſſued de- 


lerees and deciſions in matters of religion ä 
_ *ontiftent with each other. The charge f 

-diſcord;: then, is not urged we fuch' oy Yrie- 
ty from: that quarter. Bet 


harmony of opinion ame Gilg Proteſtants 


os 


mor 


gon Some of the controverſies that have 
been agitated have been rather about words 

ch u chings; and have ariſen from men's at- | 

16nt to their 


* „ #% 
7 


n manner of ſtating toe- 


| only received explanations. The | 
ex "ſregLonE" and eager diſputes have been 
as es of worthip,” and forms of church- 
5 6 vernment which moderate perſons of all 
| bohnen have acknowledged not to de 
tial to ſalvation. Thoſe whoexamin e the 
ions of Faith that have been ſet forth 
ed churches,” "will ſee a general + 
coincidence in their ideas of the doQrines and 


os principles of Proteſtant ſocieties, ' we on; 1 


* 


Preſſed, as they have given occaſion to a more 
Tull inquiry and ditcuflion of Scripture-truths; 


* 


* WV Another 


Ter, is ak — — is in 1 — 
error, This ie what eur Saviour intimated u 
the Sadducees of old, who were ener 
Ain a future ſtate, and had been propoſing ob- 
Jections 10 this article of faith; Feinirs. not 
% knowing ihe Serigtnre, ver he Narr af 
ä ts © God.” But thoſe. Who carefully £ ſtudy the 5 


criptur. an 2. a finer dee 60 know the: 
- auth, and x0 mw act. 
| Lk 


by y hi who h ee eee witne fs. 
that if the eye be ſingle, che d ody 
* all be full of ka A 29 nar do 
Loe, whether it be of God. 9 
N will God guide in eee eee wil 
4 he teach his way.” OUS ac of Hg 
3 Upon inquiry into . of, herefics, * 
f "will not be found, that the vulgar or laity 
dave been moſt apt to raiſe them. It was la- 
socent I. who maintained, chat the euchariſt 
ſhould _ e to infants; the . 


4 um, that ſandtion was given t to the | 
Aran berely, which overſpread for a time h/ 
ip rhe greateſt. part of he Chriſtian church. 


There is a. learning, or affectation of de- 


ing: from the common road, and being 
viſer than others, that puffeth up, and expo- 
erh to deceit; but the accurate inveſtigations 


of a humble inquirer are the beſt means of 


' actaining the knowledge. of the truth, In 
Wort, if the reading of the Scriptures lays : 
men open to ae or e Fur 
: beep « N een. 47 75 1 5 | 

il eee ee! pre Fj endeavours 
eee. che excellent character of Ree 
| xeans,—and have. thown. the obligations ur 


are under to imitate their conduct, or to 


ſearch with diligence and e the [ 
Scriptures, and to Exerciſe. the Fights 

1 te judgement... 33 its 
_ Theſe obſervations, 1 haps, 3 i 
in every. hearer. lively ſentiments. of gratitude 

_ to divine Providence for the bleflings of the 


1 eformation, and eſpecially for the in valuable 


gs of the free uſe. of the Scriptures: in. 
dur native language. On comparing our pre- 
ent bappy circumſtances with thoſe of our 
forefathers a few ages ago, and with the con- 
2 of a great . of the ee of. the 


Home, 'we Ws es! e n ks acknow- 
I Tage, chat our lines have fallen in pleaſant 
places, and that we have a goodly heritage. 
: "Bar it is not ſufficient to know our rights as 
Proteſtants ; let it be our care to employ them 
to the beſt advantage, under the perſuaſion, 
chat to whom much is given, of them much 


ht dankee red. Let not our Bibles lie by 0 
un unuſed, or ſeldom and ſuperficially" read, : 5 

i is ſhamefully the caſe with too many in this Ws 

4and” of light and liberty; but, like the Be- „ 
Teans, let us ſearch the Scriptures daily; and 5 
Me ſtudious to grow in grace, un in be 0 
"khvwledge- of our Lord and Saviour | 2 
Chriſt, whom to know is life iter has 1 
uus read them with umility, impartiality; and 4 

n fingle eye to kh] and obey the truth 3 and 1 
let us accompany our reſearches into the ſa- . 
(ered oracles with daily and earneſt ſupplica- *. 
tions at A throne of grace, ©* that God may. * 
open our underſtandings to underſtand the ig 

| 6. Scriptures, and lead us in the paths of truth ö ; W 
as ana righteouſneſs for his name's fake,” 7 

I intreat you, my young friends in particu- 9 

He, who enjoy the advantages of a religious * 
education from the charitable inſtitutions . 
is country, to cultivate an early and intimate 8 
: acquaintance with the holy Scriptures, which. ny 
are able to make you wiſe unto ſalvation, * 
"through. faith in Jeſus Chriſt, It is by an ha- 0 
*bitual attention: to the doctrines . and precepts 4 

1 our RO that We" wilt be moſt effec= + 


EY 
. © hs eas IE * eontagions influ- 


ence, of ſenſual. pleaſure, and bad example, 


and enabled afterwards to diſcharge; with fi - 


2 and ſucceſs, the duties of er Gillen» | 


ent ſtations and employments.. 


If the knowledge of the Scriptures is is "of fo 


" effencial importance to, the preſent welfare and 


.the. everlaſting happineſs of mankind, no de- 


_fign can be more noble and patriotic than that 
of the worthy Society in Scotland 66 for pro- 
« pagating the goſpel, and promoting the arts 

45 of civil life.“ In proſecution of this moſt 
_wſefyl undertaking (befides ſome miffionaries 
employed by them in foreign parts, and main- 
, tained. at their expence),. A very great number 
"oft ſchools have been eſtabliſhed, and furniſhed 
with. well-qpalified reachers, in thoſe” parts. of 
Scotland where ignorance and Popery moſt a- 
| bounded. By the lateſt information, there are 
about 6000 children educated | in the ſchools of 
this Society. The youth, both of Popiſh and 
PFrotęſtant parents, who reſort to theſe ſchools. 
are early. trained to the reading of the Scrip- 
tures, that ineſtimable treaſure of religious 
nowledge, and accuſtomed to the, duties of 
devotion. and habits of induſtry. 25 | 
. Amongſt i the _ many beneficent deeds o of this 


af 1 4 


Society, none. appears to me more worthy. of 


commendation, | than their publithing. lately, 


5 with much charge to their funds, a tranſlation 
: Fay »* 


85 
Ks 


” at ds and iflands of Scotland. For though! it 


f the New Teitament in the Erle. . tongue, 
and throwing « off ten thouſand copies of it, 
for the uſe of the inhabitants of the High- | 


+ ber Tamia ang 1 auh theſe char. 
3 Knowledge of the Engliſh language among the. 


OR Fanced in life, can attain to ſo accurate an 


| 1 which Hach much Zeal without knowledge, 
and which, with unwearied induſtry. compaſſes 


— 


read them in the languages that are moſt uni - 
VvVerſal known and beſt underſtood by them. 
1 "When + the' apoſtles were endued with the gift 
Fo 25 10 tongues, they ſpoke or declared. the won- 
15 3 derful works: 'of God to the people from ak. | 
. ferent countries, who were aſſembled at Je- 
Hp "rufalem: on the day of Pentecoſt, in cheir re- 
ſpective tongues. Erſe neten of the 
_ *Scriptures ſeem to be the only rational way 
*of ſupplying the want of that miraculous en- 
_ ©dowment for che propagation of the göſpel, 


remind You of ne; e of — of 


be” ba 220 * 4 
i | 


we been very uſeful/in ſpresding the | 


Highlanders; yet it cannot be ſuppoſed, that 
many of chem, efpecially thoſe who are ad- 


acquaintance wick it as with their mother- 
tongue; and it is highly reaſonable" and 1 
chat people of all nations to whom the Scrip- 7 


ures are communicated, ſbould have acceſs to 


F 
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Ing: the mot expeditious method of diffuſing e 

Now ot Knowledge. 45 $768 "by 
7 8 Indeed, my Honourable bod Rerereül bear- di 
Reg who are intruſted with the managemeht © 
72. of this Society, every exertion of prudent zeal -- 
1 Aud Qiligence 3 is Tequilice, and is expected from = 
Jou, to defeat the arts of the church of Rome, | in 


"Tea and land to make proſelytes. I need not 


125 | #32 5; "Une | 


Ih Seri res recamm 
9 92 1 


— Indies weir activity 

Ain the more unenlightened parts of ub 
Theſe circumſtances are well known to you, 
and have excited many generous deſigus: your 5 
liberal hearts, I truſt, will continue to deviſe. 
beral things, for reſcuing your countrymen 
from Popiſh ignorance, tyranny, and ſuper- 
ſtition, and for promoting vital religion among 
all ranks of perſons: for the renouncing of 
Popery, without renouncing the ſervice of 8a - 
tan and fin, will be of ſmall avail. - pe 
me, when I uſe the liberty to recommend 40 
vou the procuring of an Erſe trandation: _e 
_ the Old Teſtament, as à deſign of moſt pu- 
- blic utility ʒ though I know it cannot be accome - 


lied without great expence and labor, It . - 


is my ardene-wiſh, that your funds may ſoon 
be in condition to aid the execution of ſo pa- 
triotie an undertaking. Providence bath hi- 
"therts ſmiled on the deſigns of this Society, 
rendered them remarkably. ſubſervient 
both to puke religious and civil intereſts of this ; 
country, as. hath been readily ackac fo 
by every inquiring : traveller of late. Dy the 
divine bleſſing on your endeavours, and ſome 
other means that have been wiſely employed 
dy the ſtate, much light and uſeful knowledge 
have been communicated to the minds of the 
inhabitants of the Highlands and iſlands of 
 'Scodand 3 5 induſtry, and attention to trade, £ 
fiſheries, and manufactures, have been promo; 
* juſt ideas of ſubjection to law, and an 
eme ee excellent 3 confiuton, 


* 


is anch of the . 


rmerly, under the undue influence of 


bh r rafficking Prieſts, and imperious heads of . 
claus, were eager for a Popiſh pretender to 


the crown of theſe realms, | and repeatedly di- 


3 ſturbed the peace of the ſtate, have been late- 


; I engaged with renowned valour in defend- 
ing the liberties, and extending the conqueſts 
er Britain, in various quarters of the globe. 
Though much hath been done for enlight- 
ene and civilizing ſo great a part of our 
native country, much. ſtill remains to be done. 
From the deficiency of funds, and from the 
8 former ſalaries of teachers being inadequate 

to the growing expence of the neceffaries of 
this," the Society have been obliged of late to 
_"fuppreſs' many of their fe 
others of them from places where they were 


- »confiderably needful and uſeful, to other ſta- 


tions that were more important. Could they 


propoſe to eſtabliſh cighty-eight ſchools addi- 
tional to their preſent number, in pariſhes 


here they are likely to be attended with great 


dad vantage. To aid the accompliſhment. of : 
this benevolent and important deſign, | the 


General aſſembly, laſt year, appointed a collec- 
tion to be made in all the pariſhes of Scotland. 
% Though a conſiderable ſum of money hath 
been raiſed by this collection, for which. the 


contributors have the hearty thanks of the 


SBoeiety, and the bleſſing of thoſe who are 
ready to. periſh for lack of knowledge yet 
»the benefactions hitherto received are not ade- 

quate 


| ben I 16. 
ve been increaſed. Many' of thoſe fanlitic . 


1ools, and to remove 
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"2. 


render an account 0 


| ciouſneſs of t 


ate to the extent t of the e We veel, 1 


- intreat therefore all the, friends bf religion,” 


” a well-wiſhers' to their country, to contris n: 


bute according to their abilities, for effectua- 
ting this important end. Would perſons in, 


high rank, and affluent circumſtances, retrench s 
ſome of the luxuries of life, and employ a lar- 


> 


ger proportion of their income in works of” 


piety and charity, inſtead of waſting it on the 


amuſements and ſenſual -pleafures of à diſſi. 


pated age; a ſufficient fund would ſoon be 


procured for communicating Chriſtian know- 
| ledge, and the neceſſary arts of life, to every 


part'of our native country, as well as for pro- 


pagating the goſpel in foreign parts. Ne- | 
member, that you are only the ſtewards of 


the bounties of Heaven, and muſt ere long 


* a rational being is ſuch 


an employment of your fortune and influence: 
To inſtruct the ignorant, and civilize the ſa- 
vage; to publiſh the glad tidings of ſalvation _ 
through Jeſus Chrift, and to reſcue men from 


the bondage of error and of vice; to confirm the 


weak, and comfort the diſtreſſed, —are: works 
of the moſt noble and important kind. How 
"vaſtly ſuperior is the ſatisfaction that ſprings 


from the conſciouſneſs of having been inſtru- 
mental in promoting the ſalvation of your 


fellow- creatures, to that which ariſes from the 
increaſe of corn, of wine, and of oil! Think, 


O ſeriouſly think ! on the unſpeakable pre- 


enter 


yo 


your ſtewardſhip. . Con- | 


he ſouls of men, that are ſoon to 


* 
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